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Act I scene 1.

You care too much about him.

It is my duty to do so.

I don’t think it is good for him.

Ilove him.

That’s just what is wrong.

I have to love him. Or else I would be a bad guardian.
Yes, but you must not spoil him.

I am trying not to spoil him.

You spoil him by your love.

I am just encopuraging him.

No, you just blow him up.

How could I not? I am blown up myself.



Aspasia That’s your profession. Or else you wouldn’t be a politician.

Pericles Also Alcibiades will surely be a politician.

Aspasia Never any good one. He is too impulsive.

Pericles Is that my fault?

Aspasia Maybe.

Pericles Perhaps he needs a better teacher. But where would I find one?

Aspasia What about Socrates?

Pericles He is the opposite of Alcibiades.

Aspasia That’s just the point.

Pericles It could be an experiment.

Aspasia Try it. If you are lucky it will succeed.

Pericles It's worth trying. You are right as ever. (a door)

Aspasia I hear him coming. I recognize his steps. What would Hellas be without
its courtesans? I will leave you two alone. (leaves)

Pericles My dearest ward, more dear to me than any such, what would I not do

for you? But our ways have to part one day, and I must constantly prepare you for
that day.

Alcibiades (makes a brutal entrance) There you are! Where is the woman?

Pericles Her name is Aspasia, Alcibiades, and she is worth the same respect as a
mother.

Alcibiades  She is your courtesan and nothing else. And she never could stand me.
Pericles She finds faults in you, Alcibiades, that I don’t and which I in my
capacity as a guardian neither can correct. She only wants to bring you up.

Alcibiades  She is just envious and jealous like all women are of their men who are
associated with boys.

Pericles You are drunk, Alcibiades. You cannot behave.

Alcibiades I know. I never can.

Pericles Sit down, Alcibiades.

Alcibiades (sits down reluctantly) Have there been new complaints about me?

Pericles Nothing more than the usual thing. You have your women. You have

your friends. You have your parties. You have your boys. You are offensive and raise
envy. All that is normal. We have got used to it with the years. That’s your style. Just
go on with it. What I wanted to talk with you about was something else.

Alcibiades ~ Well?

Pericles I have to face the most difficult decision of my life. I know what
decision to make, but I don’t know if it is the right one. Sparta keeps provoking and
humiliating us. As long as they may go on like that there will never be any order in
Hellas. We have to chastise Sparta. That’s the only way to Hellenic unity.

Alcibiades  So there will be war? I have nothing against it.

Pericles A war implies great risks. It could take many years. No one could guess
how many. And I will probably not be able to remain unto the end of it.

Alcibiades ~ And?



Pericles You are more than like a son to me. I see you almost as my only
possible heir, even if you lack a lot of things. But I think you can mature over the
years. But you have a lot to learn. The time must come when a father and a son's
common path must bring about a break. It is a law of nature. The youth develops and
becomes ever wiser and more mature, but his father must one day begin to age. He
stops developing, he starts to resign and introvert, he starts to limit himself and lose
his ambitions, and most fathers then start to limit their sons as well. But when the
day comes that you find that my way becomes too narrow and single-track for your
way, you must abandon me. A developing youth must not accept the limitations of a
father.

Alcibiades  Father, you are wiser than any father could be. I don’t think the risk you
anticipate will ever manifest between us.

Pericles I hope you are right. I just wanted to inform you of the risk.

Alcibiades I will never be as mature as you, for you can never grow old in a mental
sense, and I can never cease to be young in a mental sense. I will always be foolhardy
and unbridled, for that, as you say, is my style. I think we know each other and
understand each other.

Pericles (sighs) Your lack of discipline is my fault. I never managed to find the right
teacher for you.

Alcibiades  No, Pericles, I will always be responsible for all my mistakes myself.
And I know my lacks and wants better than you do.

Pericles What is then your greatest fault?

Alcibiades  That I can't live without challenges. You can lead a whole people into
prosperity, but I could never tolerate any one-sided success. Resistance is my life, I'm
a rebel against fate, tailwinds only arouse my boredom, and if I were ever to reach
the same top position as you, I'd just become generally self-destructive and do
anything to start from scratch again.

Pericles Yes, you always were the essence of a daredevil.

Alcibiades ~ And it’s neither the fault of you or of my teachers. The gods made me
thus.

Pericles That’s what I wonder. Anyway I would like to try a new teacher on
you. Where do you party tonight?

Alcibindes ~ We were having a banquet at Timon’s.

Pericles Then anyone would be welcome?
Alcibiades  Certainly.
Pericles Don’t get surprised then if I bring a strange guest. Good luck,

Alcibiades. Have a nice evening.
Alcibiades ~ Thanks for your care, Pericles.
Pericles It's my duty. (Alcibiades leaves.)

I will warn Socrates. No obligations. He will find his way himself. If they find
each other, all is well. If Socrates doesn’t feel like it, he could back out before he
enters, and no harm is done. We shall see. I love human experiments.



Scene 2. The banquet at Timon’s.
A splendidly furnished table with many good-looking guests, obviously rich.
Timon rises to give a speech.

Timon Welcome, everyone. It is the greatest pleasure of my life to open my
house to my friends and share with me all the good things of life, which the gods
have been gracious enough to bestow upon me. What is the point of receiving riches
in your lot, if not to share them and enjoy them? So let this be a house of pleasures as
long as I live, that as many young beautiful friends as possible may together with me
enjoy all the best in this life.

(Socrates is seen sneaking around the company between the gathering and the audience.)
Alcibiades (rising) Never should a speech be delivered without being answered
immediately! Your liberality, generous Timon, makes you an example not only for us
young rich people but for the whole cream of Athens, for the present and the future!
No one leads with a nobler example than you that I know, and may we all learn from
you and continue in the same style when you once no longer have the strength to
fully enjoy life. Thank you, magnanimous and noble Timon, for your magnificent
example! (toasts him. Everyone follow his example.)

several To the noble Timon!

several others May he live a hundred years!

others To welfare and infinite consistent happiness!
Thank you, great Timon!
Noblest of the noble!

May you never tire!
Timon, you are the best!

Timon Yes, yes, but enough of flattery. But who is sneaking there among the
bushes?

a young handsome man It is the incorrigible Socrates.

another As usual he can't decide whether to impose on the company.

a third A shy satyr and wolf in sheep's clothes.

a fourth He is just looking for beauty, which he never can get enough of, but at
the same time he is shy, and his wife holds him short.

a fifth A failed sculptor, a dwarf against Phidias.

Timon Don't mock the poor devil, you insolent scoundrels! Get him here
instead!

1 Why are you sneaking around the bushes, Socrates?

2 You are not afraid of us, are you?

Socrates I didn't want to intrude.

3 He suffers from the falsest modesty in the world.

Timon Be reasonable, Socrates, and come into the light. You are as welcome as
everybody else.

Socrates Many handsome young men together makes me so abashed.



4 He is only afraid of his Xantippa.

Socrates Say nothing bad about her. She is only trying her best, like all honest
Greeks.

Alcibiades Yes, yes, drink wine now, philosopher, and share or merriment.

5 Our company will only do you good at large. You'll see.

Socrates I must only ask you not to seduce me.

Alcibiades ~ How could such innocents as we be able to seduce you, Socrates?

1 Yes, tell us!

2 Show us!

Timon I beg of you, boys, don’t mock the philosopher. He is as honourable a
guest as anyone of you.

Alcibiades ~ We never mock a philosopher

Socrates If you are so serious, I must ask you to tell me how you wish to be
seduced.

3 What is he saying?

4 How do you prefer to be seduced, boys? By courtesans, philosophers,
sluts, honourable women or by satyrs?

5 You have got the question wrong. It was not by whom but how.
Alcibiades  So, orgiastically or philosophically?

Socrates You got it right, Alcibiades.

1 I would prefer orgiastically.

2 I prefer by good looks and good food.

3 I would prefer by beautiful women, no matter what or who they are.

4 I would then prefer a qualified and highly educated courtesan, making
it agreeable by friendly persuasion.

5 Alcibiades, how would you prefer it?

Alcibiades ~ Among your different methods I lean towards yours, Democrates, (1. 4)
But I would wish for higher quality still.

Timon Explain yourself, my boy!
Alcibiades ~ The love-making is the least important. You can get that out of anyone.
4 What is seduction if there is no making love?

Alcibiades  Are you that vulgar, Democrates? The most important thing is not the
flesh but the spirit. Feeling belongs to the spirit, while everything that belongs to the
flesh is only pernicious. The spiritual feeling of love must be true. Everything else is
completely unimportant. If only the feeling of the spirit is genuine and constructive,
that seduction would be far preferable to all the pleasures of the world.

1 Is there any truth in you, Socrates?

2 In that case you could easily seduce Alcibiades.

Socrates There is no worse and more dangerous seduction than the truth.
Alcibiades ~ What do you mean by that?

Socrates A regular seduction only undresses the body, but the naked truth

exposes the very soul.
Alcibiades  That’s just what I mean. You are the right man to seduce me, Socrates.



(the others laugh their sides off.)
Alcibiades I am serious.
Socrates (seriously) Yes, I notice you are serious. Your examination test is fulfilled,

and you are accepted as my student.
Alcibiades ~ What is the charge?

Socrates Since you are accepted on my terms it is free of charge.
Alcibiades ~ Who else wants to join this curriculum?

3 You will have to join that course alone, Alcibiades.

4 We just hope you will come out of it —alive.

5 A toast to the tutor and his student!

(Everyone drinks with cheerfulness and happy exclamations. The atmosphere couldn't get any
better. Meanwhile, a messenger has arrived and is whispering in Timon's ear. He becomes
serious and gets up.)

Timon My friends, dear guests and companions, I am afraid we have to break
it up here. Sad reports have reached us. We are at war with Sparta.

1 War? Isn’t that kind of thing outdated which we grew up from long ago?
Timon It is a fact. I am sorry. Every citizen must now look to himself and his
own homestead.

2 But surely no one wants a war?

3 What kind of nonsense is that?

4 It’s the politicians. They always make trouble.

Timon I am sorry, gentlemen. The party is over.

Alcibiades  If we have to fight we must do it properly.

5 You may fight, Alcibiades, with Pericles and Socrates against the whole
world.

Socrates Even if it would be just the three of us against the world, we would still

win. But unfortunately all the Attic alliance and Sparta are also involved. Duty is
what matters now, and no one can escape it.

Alcibiades  Let's go to war, Socrates.

Socrates I fear that is a very different school from the one I promised.

Alcibiades  The school does not matter as long as I may have you for my teacher.

1 Shall we fight then with Alcibiades and Socrates against the world?
2 Yes, for Pete's sake! Draw your weapons!

3 Yes, arm yourselves!

4 For Socrates and Alcibiades!

5 With the storm against Sparta and the whole world!

(All are keyed up and enthusiastic. They drink and cheer and lift Alcibiades and Socrates on
their shoulders and carry them out in a lovely and cheerful festive procession.)

Timon Thus the youth rushes against the whole world, blindly drunk with vanity
and arrogance. The vagaries of one's own egoism are the only things that matter to
the freshness of youth. When the world then lies in ruins, they are all old and
withered, amputated by the bitterness of old age in advance. Yes, may the world
have its way. I prefer to quietly close my shop and return home. (puts out the lights)



Scene 3.

Pericles Friends and fellow citizens, I understand your anger and expected
nothing else, but I have nothing to regret. We have the greatness of Athens to defend,
and we had no choice but to defend her or surrender. Now do you want to give her
up, since you are arguing like that? Do you then want to give up what a whole
generation has worked for and built up before you? That is what I found
unacceptable, why I advised this war, and I cannot see that I did wrong. You have
failed to convince me it was a mistake. I admit that all these defeats were a bit much
to swallow at once, and what we absolutely did not count on was the plague, but it is
nobody's fault, least of all my own. Are you then prepared to pull your tail between
your legs and back out of your life's work and give up everything for the sake of a
few defeats and setbacks? That was not what made Athens great, but the opposite:
resolutely facing adversity head on and not giving up until the crisis was dealt with.
I stand by my word that Athens can win the war and that it is only a matter of time,
if only Athens does not try to expand her empire in the meantime and only uses her
navy in her warfare. Sparta is superior to us on land, but the land is limited, while
we are superior at sea, and the sea is unlimited. It is our great advantage which we
own to exploit, and the right use of which will decide the war in our favor.

Timon All that is very good, Pericles, but where are our sons?

Another athenian ~ The war has forced us into isolation, overcrowding and
starvation, which has resulted in the plague. Where are our wives and our aged

parents?

A third Where are our children?

A fourth You kill not just our sons but also our parents and the babies of our
young!

A fifth When will we at last have peace?

A sixth We did not want any war. Only you wanted it.

Alcibiades (rushes up interfering) You are more excited than our hottest soldiers. Why
don't you enlist and help us win the war instead of complaining? Here our father of
the country is trying to honor the memory of the dead, and you just whine and
complain! What kind of pathetic milksops have you grown into, Athenians?

Timon That's right, Alcibiades. Just carry on the war. Let more of our splendid
youths die away. Let all Athens perish in the plague. That's just what she deserves.

2 What do you mean, Timon?

3 Are you for us or against us?

4 Do you want Athens to lose the war?

Timon Of course, you cursed idiots! I want the war to ruin you all as it has
ruined me!

5 He is off his mind.

6 He is mad.

Pericles Come, Alcibiades. We have done what we could. This is not a place for

us any more.



Alcibiades ~ The Athenians are best at quarrelling together.

Pericles No, they are not, but they have to be guided, for they can't themselves
see things in the right perspective.

Alcibiades Do you regret the war?

Pericles (sighs) By this plague epidemic and starvation, by this famine and all our
fallen sons I have learned the most bitter lesson of my life: that war never solves any
problems. War is just the best way to worsen them.

Alcibiades ~ Then you are getting old, Pericles.

Pericles Or maybe mature at last?

Alcibiades  For death in that case. This is where our roads part.

Pericles (resigned) You are free, Alcibiades. (leaves)

Alcibiades  Is that then the fate of the best of politicians? To end up like an old fool?
In that case, may I never be that old, but then I'd rather go down as a martyr to such
deplorable milksops who, out of inertia and narrowness, can't keep it up.

Scene 4. Midas and Timandra.

Midas You still have much to learn, my girl. You don't know anything about
love yet.
Timandra I was instructed by mother but also by other women. And mother says,

that every woman knows far more about love life than what any man kan learn.
Midas Still you don't know anything about love life until you have had a man.
Alcibiades  Hallo there! Who are you, walking down there?

Timandra (appalled) Who is it?

Midas It's a man, Timandra. It's the young Alcibiades trogether with his
teacher, the ugly philosopher Soceates.

Timandra ~ And why is he ugly?

Midas He was born that way but has grown uglier with the years, probably by
his relationships with younger men.

Timandra  1f old men love young men, does that make them uglier?

Midas Sometimes it seems to develop their inner satyr nature.
Timandra  1find that difficult to understand.
Midas I told you, that you don't know anything about love life yet.

Socrates (to Alcibiades) Who are they?

Alcibiades ~ The most wonderful virgin followed by an old faun.

Socrates That must be the philosopher Midas with Timandra, a student and
daughter of the courtesan Theodote.

Alcibiades (calls gaily) Who are you, girl? The nymph or her prettiest friend?

Timandra (concerned, to Midas) What should I answer?

Alcibiades  Bring the pretty girl, Midas! Boreas is dead.

Socrates Don't be appalled, my girl. The yong man is just joking.

Timandra ~ Ihaven't been presented to you.



Midas This is Timandra, gentlemen. These two gentlemen are Socrates and
Alcibiades, the old philosopher and the young war hero, who was wounded at
Potidaia but saved by the brave foot soldier here, the barefoot Socrates, who should
have been rewarded for his feat, but Alcibiades got that reward instead.

Socrates Because I insisted.

Timandra  So they are war comrades?

Midas Not only. They can never separate. Alcibiades has completely forgotten
and left society for Socrates.

Socrates I am just his teacher, but Alcibiades seems to take my instructions
seriously which no one else ever did.

Midas In the same way the sweet Timandra is my student.

Alcibiades ~ What are you instructing her in? Playing the flute?

Midas Among other things.

Socrates Then she knows far more than Alcibiades.

Alcibiades  Then you must be educating her in the art of love as well?

Midas No, that's not part of my authority.

Timandra ~ Only women can teach women all about love, because men know
nothing about it.

Alcibiades  Then perhaps you could teach me.

Midas She is too young, you scoundrel.

Alcibiades  But she will grow. One day she will be mature enough.
Timandra 1 will wait for that day, Alcibiades.
Alcibiades  So will I.

Midas Enough, Timandra. Alcibiades is dangerous.

Timandra  ButI find him dashing.

Midas You are not alone. (leaves with Timandra)

Alcibiades ~ What about that? A sign? Was it possibly my future consort?

Socrates Impossible. She will just be a courtesan like her mother. She might be

yours one day but never more than just one of the many.
Alcibiades  Preferably the last one in that case.

Socrates The last one is not always the best one but generally the most fatal one.
Alcibiades  She is welcome to be that.

Socrates Blame yourself in that case, incorrigible scamp.

Alcibiades (laughs) Are you jealous or envious?

Socrates Neither. Just realistic.

Alcibiades ~ Wise Socrates! You should be leading our Athens in our lack of Pericles.
Socrates The misfortune of Athens was that Pericles was irreplaceable.

Alcibiades  So are you.

Socrates No, no one is any more. Pericles was the last and greatest, but after him

there is only vanity and mortality.

Alcibiades  Like the peace of Nicias.

Socrates Nicias” peace is still an effort in the right direction, but it could never
last.

10



Alcibiades It is unfair.

Socrates But still constructive.

Alcibiades ~ The Spartans depize and could only neglect the peace terms, and Nicias
intends to swallow that.

Socrates Stop him if you can.

Alcibiades I certainly intend to do that.

Act Il scene 1.

Nicias Athenians, I know that peace is not ideal, but it was the best peace
treaty we could have. I beg you: for the gods' sake, give peace a chance. The worst
peace is better than the best war. That is the sum of my experience as a general.

Cleon The Spartans have not fuilfilled the peace treaty. They were to return
the fortress of Panactus intact, but they erased its fortifications.
Nicias We all know how the Spartans work. They are never, ever to be trusted

in peace, because war is all they know. We could not have expected anything better.
We are best at peace and do not always do well in war, while Sparta only knows the
art of war and nothing else.
Alcibiades  They anly agreed to peace to cheat us. They gave us peace just to
prepare for their next war. It's always like that with the Spartans.
an Athenian Alcibiades is right. He knows the Spartans better then anyone else.
2 Do not call the peace to question. We cannot afford to lose it. We have
been able to retain the Attic League and the entire trade advantage in the
Mediterranean. Now we have the chance to return to normal order and Pericles'
heyday with only peace as a safe basis. Let us by all means not squander it.
Alcibiades It is Sparta who is squandering it if anyone. I know that they are only
premeditating revenge. We had the upper hand, we had the upper hand on them
from our base in Pylus, their existence was threatened by our superior strategy, and
they got away with a cheap peace and continue to condescendingly insult us as if
they had never lost their grip. And now they live only to stab the knife in our back.
2 Don’t ruin the peace, Alcibiades. Pericles gave us the war with its
plague and famines and loss of lives, and now the noble Nicias has liberated us from
its nightmare terrors. Do you wish to brings us back to hell?
Nicias Does Alcibiades have any proof of his allegations against Sparta of the
meanest treason?
Alcibiades 1 do have reports from Sicily proving that the Spartans are trying to
turn Syracuse against Athens.
1 Syracuse! The greatest city of Sicily! Mighitiest in the world!
Alcibiades  Not just Syracuse. Here is a list of twelve cities that the Syracusans in
league with Sparta tried to fall away from Athens.

(Great commotion. Most upset of all is Nicias.)
Cleon What do you propose, Alcibiades?

11



Alcibiades A regular expedition to chastise Syracuse and to get all Sicily on our

side.

1 Sicily is the future, richer than all Hellas.

2 Such an expedition would cost Athens its entire treasury.

3 It is worth it. Afterwards Sparta would have nothing more to say.

Alcibiades ~ We let Sparta keep the peace, but defeat Sparta thoroughly in Sicily
instead. That is my proposal, and I am sure that this plan and strategy may succeed.
Yes, it must succeed, if only I am allowed the command.

1 Give Alcibiades the command!
Cleon Yes, he is the ablest man in Athens.
3 We have already seen, how we could only prevail under Alcibiades.

Nicias (aside) They are intoxicated. They have no idea of what they are in for. Even
Pericles finally realized that all wars were monstrous and self-destructive mistakes.

several Long live the war! Long livs Alcibiades!
others We are with you, Alcibiades, unto victory or unto death!
others Chastise Sicily!

Sicily will be ours!

Give the Spartans a lesson!

Down with Sparta!

We are tired of Spartan duplicity!
Alcibiades (calms the storm) Take it easy, citizens of Athens! We have to carry out this
mission with safety and methodic security. First and foremost, it is a matter of
building many ships. The Sicilian expedition must be carried out with complete

certainty.
Several We trust you, Alcibiades.
andra Be our leader.
Long live Alcibiades!
Long live Athens!

(General acclaim of the expedition. Allmint bifall till expeditionen. Alcibiades is hoisted and
carried out on the shoulders of young enthusiasts in triumph. Nicias, humiliated, sneaks out
the other way.)

Nicias I gave them peace and a chance to recover. And how do they use it? To
trample it down to prefer what politically can only be described as the madness of
self-destruction. Poor city of Athens! Your downfall is inevitable by your frenzied
weakness for the superficiality of youthful dashing splendour dressed up as
Alcibiades, the seducer, the traitor, the unconscious executioner led by destiny to
eternal destruction for all Hellas.

Scene 2.

Socrates I don't like it, Alcibiades. It sounds far too good.
Alcibiades ~ Are you then as incredulous as everyone else?

12



Socrates I suspect that nothing good will come out of it. Cheating does not pay,
Alcibiades.

Alcibiades  Have I fallen out of your grace?

Socrates Everybody loves you including me. But your means have always been
controversial. You are the envoy of the Spartans here in Athens, but you have hardly
spoken for the Spartans.

Alcibiades  Since I know the guile of the Spartans.

Socrates Do you? Is that an excuse for deceving the Spartans yourself? You

started the war by deceit.

Alcibiades 1 don't understand what you mean.

Socrates In good faith Sparta sends us their envoys to confirm the peace. They
have all authority, and the Athenians are happy to receive them. But then you take
them aside and persuade them not to divulge their authority and make them believe
they won't get what they wish that way, and the Spartan envoys then take their
measures. When they appear to the assembly next day and say they lack the proper
authority, you attack them claiming they have double standards, just for preventing
them from at all reaching negotiations. Is that fair play, Alcibiades?

Alcibiades  But that's how politics work. Only by stealth you can get what you
want.

Socrates I can't accept responsibility for any student who cheats. You are free
from me, Alcibiades.

Alcibiades Do you desert me, Socrates?

Socrates No. You are the one who desterted me. (leaves)

Alcibiades  How can you do this to me, you noble ugly outrageous old man! You
were everything to me, my father, god and authority! How deep have I not fallen!
And tomorrow the expedition takes place, and I am its supreme leader. I have to sail
with it. Socrates, you abandon Athens! You directly cause the defeat the world's
greatest enterprise!

(Rushes to some doors and breaks in. A number of friends are partying inside.)

My friends! Let's celebrate victory already now before it is too late! We will
party all night, go from one bacchanal to the next, have fun all night with
inexhaustible mistressess and never stop drinking! Are you on?

A friend Do you need to ask, Alcibiades?

2 Alcibiades is still human! He hasn’t been ruined yet by Socrates! We can
still party! Long live Alcibiades!

3 The night is yours, Alcibiades, and we are all yours all night.

4 At least he isn’t presumptuous by his high responsibility.

1 (offers him wine) Here is a cup for you to begin with, Alcibiades.

Alcibiades (empties iot promptly in one gulp while the friends look on and accompany)

2 Your expedition is starting off well, Alcibiades.

Alcibiades 1 never do anything except throroughly. Come! The courtesans, the
banquets and the girls in the whole city are waiting for us! (goes rowdily out with the

friends)
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Scene 3.

1 This is serious. The fleet cannot sail under such circumstances.

2 It already sailed.

3 Already when the feast of Adonis was celebrated with funeral manifestations
everywhere, it was the worst possible sign for the expedition

2 The expedition cannot be interrupted.

4 But we have to investigate the circumstances of these blasphemous crimes. Is

there no commission of investigation?
5 People say that wild young men of the party of Alcibiades stormed through
the city merrily going berserk and destroying all the statues.

1 It is a horrendous sacrilege the like of which we have never seen.

4 If Alcibiades is in any way responsible for this he must be taken to court.

2 We can’t recall him from the expedition. That would be sabotaging the entire
project.

Demosthenes There are other reports. Syracuse is a colony of Corinth. It could have
been Corinthians who committed this sacrilege with the intention to sabotage the
expedition in any insidious way.
4 The matter must be investigated! And if Alcibiades in any way is responsible
he has to be recalled and taken to court!
Demosthenes 1beg of you Athenians: we are at war. Don’t sabotage our own war.
Several voices The matter must be investigated! The matter must be investigated!
5 We cannot accept sacrilege! Alcibiades and his friends have long been
mocking and challenging the gods!
Several voices May the law find its course!
(The discussions continue to grow constantly more fierce beyond all control.)
Demosthenes (realizes the hopelessness of the situation; bends aside to Socrates)

What do you think?
Socrates Nothing can keep the Athenians from self-destruction when they get
some idea into their heads.
Demosthenes But could Alcibiades be guilty?
Socrates Of course not. As you say, it is the Corinthians. But the Athenians
would rather believe it was Alcibiades, for that makes it more interesting.
Demosthenes Who could control this irregular mass of impulsiveness and sensual
caprice?
Socrates No one but Pericles, and he is dead.
Demosthenes Then we are done for.
Socrates  And the expedition will go down the drain. That’s what the envious want.
Demosthenes Who hate Alcibiades?
Socrates No, who hate and love Alcibiades. He is loved and hated by Athens, so
that it could kill him, but they can’t do without him.
Demosthenes Who could be a politician for such a people?
Socrates Only Alcibiades. (they leave))
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Scene 4. A bathing institution for women.
Timandra appears. Hipparete approaches.

Hipparete I know who you are, Timandra.

Timandra ~ Everyone knows who you are, Hipparete, wife of Alcibiades.
Hipparete . We have common interests and are both equally humiliated.
Timandra By Alcibiades?

Hipparete By his mistresses and boys.

Timandra ~ He is in Sicily now.

Hipparete  But will be back. The Athenians have sentenced him.
Timandra ~ For what?

Hipparete  For loving him, like you and me.

Timandra  1can’tjudge him for that.

Hipparete  But the Athenians do, for they are men.

Timandra ~ What will happen?

Hipparete.  No one knows. Everyone loves him against their will and therefore

loves to hate him. They want to sentence him as harshly as possible but never carry
out the sentence. The relationship between Athens and Alcibiades is an ordinary
passion story — only emotional exaggerations and outbursts, no reason, no
objectivity. Emotions rule Athens in the case of Alcibiades, and it is we women who
rule the emotions.

Timandra ~ What do you want us to do?

Hipparete  Warn him. Warn him against returning to Athens.

Timandra ~ Can we do that?

Hipparete I don’t know, but we could try. I already sent him one secret messenger

on the ship that was to bring him home. You could send another.

Timandra 1 am beginning to understand how you are thinking, Hipparete. You
don’t want him to stand trial before all Athens. You want Athens to keep their love of
him, and therefore you wish him like another clever woman to stay away from the
lover’s accusations.

Hipparete  Something like that. Are you with me?

Timandra  Of course. We both want to keep him, don’t we?

Hipparete And we can only keep him as long as Athens still loves him.
Timandra  You are his wife. Do you have his love

Hipparete At least I had it.

Timandra  That’s enough to have it forever.

Hipparete  But I know that you have his love, and you if anyone could always keep
it alive.

Timandra ~ Do you want to help me?

Hipparete  Yes, in order to that way have something of that love myself.
Timandra It sounds as if you would be satisfied with the crumbs.
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Hipparete ~ Without bread no crumbs. You are the bread.
Timandra Come, sister. We have much to talk about.
(they leave together like intimate sisters.)

Act III scene 1. Sparta.

spartan King Agis, Alcibiades asks for an audience.

Agis Alcibiades?

spartan Yes, Alcibiades.

Agis What Alcibiades?

spartan The Athenian.

Agis The greatest enemy of Sparta?

spartan Yes, the very man.

Agis What is he doing here?

spartan Asking for an audience.

Agis Yes, yes, but what does he want?

spartan An audience.

Agis Why?

spartan I don’t know, my king.

Agis This is odd.

spartan Yes, all Sparta thinks so.

Agis And you are sure it is the real Alcibiades the great, who should be in
Sicily?

spartan It is no one less and no ghost.

Agis Have you tried to find out what he wants?

spartan If I understood the matter correctly, he wants nothing less than to
betray Athens to Sparta.

Agis We don’t want any quarrel with Athens. We never wanted that.

spartan Obviously Alcibiades wants it.

Agis Why?

spartan I can only say what I think. I guess Alcibiades is tired of the whims of

the Athenians and wants to teach them a lesson. They send him on a magnificent
expedition to Sicily to settle all the quarrels there, and then recall him just as the war
has begun to bring him to justice in Athens for ridiculous accusations of blasphemy
and sacrilege.

Agis Have the Athenians gone mad then?
spartan That’s how it seems.
Agis Well, let’s hear then what this Alcibiades has to say. Not that I believe

anything of what you have said, but something of what he could have to babble
about could be of some interest.

spartan It costs nothing to listen to him.

Agis No, exactly. So let’s hear him.
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(Alcibiades is admitted to king Agis.)
What's this then, Alcibiades? Do you intend to betray your own city and
homeland?
Alcibiades I want to atone for all evil inflicted by Athens on Sparta.

Agis No one can atone for that.

Alcibiades  Here is an Athenian who wants to try.
Agis How?

Alcibiades 1 have a political proposition for you.
Agis Well?

Alcibiades ~ As you know, Athens has dispatched an armada kof 100 ships and 8000
men to Sicily to conquer the entire island.

Agis Yes. You were the commander.

Alcibiades My first suggestion is that you immediately dispatch a reinforcement to
Syracuse.

Agis And then?

Alcibiades  Declare war on Athens. You have every reason. In that way you will
engage them here on the mainland and disable them from managing the war in

Sicily.

Agis And then?

Alcibiades  Fortity Dekeleia.

Agis Dekeleia is between Thebe and Athens.

Alcibiades  If you make it a fortress you will isolate Athens, you will disrupt its
commerce with Boiotia, you will block the road to its mines, strategically it could
give you an advantage laying Athens at your feet.

Agis Such infernally insidious plans could only be hatched by the most
rotten traitor in the world.

Alcibiades  Consider all the mischief caused you by Athens.

Agis Why are you doing this? Why do you betray Athens to us?

Alcibiades  Don’t I have reasons enough? They gave me the command of the fleet
so that Athens might triumph in the west and put all Sicily and Carthage at its feet. It
would have enlarged the Athenian empire a hundred times. But some jealous
Athenians conspire against me, contrive blasphemous acts of jealousy of which they
accuse me, and cause that I am recalled to stand trial and condemn me to death only
out of jealousy and envy of my successes.

Agis Have you really been condemned to death?

Alcibiades When Pericles died, his relatives and friends were persecuted for his
reputation, and Phidias himself languished in prison. The same fate has now befallen
my friends and relatives, my property has been confiscated, and because I have
refused to appear at a pre-arranged trial trap with a certain outcome, they have
sentenced me to death in the absence of the accused. Therefore, I have every right in
the world to offer Sparta all my services.

Agis If everything you say is true, you are certainly right. We will carefully
consider your advice and inform ourselves about what has happened in Athens. And
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we are not so stupid as Athens to reject your advice and make you our enemy.
Welcome to Sparta, Alcibiades, and feel at home here as one of us. A rescue
expedition will immediately be sent to Sicily. As you say, we have every reason in
the world to break the peace and declare war on Athens, if, however, we regret that
the 50-year peace of Nikias only became five years old, and we shall examine the
Dekelia suggestion. Most likely, we will follow it, because only a strategic genius like
you could have hatched such a brilliant idea. Just one more question. Why did you
break the peace of Nicias, Alcibiades?

Alcibiades I wanted to give Sicily to Athens.

Agis Was that sensible?

Alcibiades  Yes, if the Athenians had managed it properly. Unfortunately they did
not.

Agis And are you actually completely innocent of the Athenian accusations
against you?

Alcibiades 1 have not committed the sacrileges they accuse me of.

Agis But perhaps others?
Alcibiades ~ That is another matter.
Agis I see. The mistake of the Athenians is to turn a religious matter into a

legal one. Religion and law can never be mixed without both being harmed in the
process. I thought the Athenians were aware of that. I am disappointed with the
Athenians.
Alcibiades  So am 1.
Agis (rises and embraces Alcibiades like a younger brother) So let us make war together on
Athens, Alcibiades. It will be the greatest strategic pleasure of my life.

(They leave together under general appreciative acclaim.)

Scene 2. Athens.

Has Sparta gone mad? Surely Sparta can’t declare war?

That’s exactly what they have done.

We were the ones to break the peace, not they.

But they have done it. It is a fact.

Well, then they will have to blame themselves.

No, it is strategically ingeniously contrived by Sparta, for now we can no
longer concenterate on Sicily. We have got a war of two fronts to deal with.
Aristophanes Blame yourselves, Athenians. I guess it is Alcibiades behind it all. You
never should have recalled him and sentenced him.

Thessalus ~ Alcibiades was guilty of what he was sentenced for in his absence! Or
else he would have faced the allegations.

Theodorus  His guilt was never proved. He could only be sentenced in his absence
by lack of evidence.
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Socrates (commenting aside) The thoroughly corrupt Theodorus is unfortunately quite
right.

Aristophanes Alcibiades is taking his revenge on you, Athenians! Just you wait! This
is just the beginning!

(A new messenger appears. 1 listens to the news with his brows wrinkled.)

1 New sad news. The Spartans have fortified Dekeleia in our back. This
means that we can no longer exploit our silver mines, can no longer collect taxes
from northern Attica and can no longer get help from our neighbouring towns. The
roads are unsafe, and our farmers cannot cultivate their land. Who has set in motion
this chain reaction of severe killing blows against Athens?

Aristophanes It is you yourselves, you blackguards.

1 What do you mean, Aristophanes?

Aristophanes It could only be one person — Alcibiades, whom you, for all the services
he did to Athens, have shown the gratitude of dishonouring him more than any
other Athenian! It is your own fault!

1 Would Alcibiades himself have turned against us? It seems unreasonable.
Aristophanes (mockingly, laughing at them) Who else?

Socrates (comments aside) Aristophanes is right. Who else?

A messenger I come from Corinth, where there is full clarity over the situation. Sparta
has sent a rescue fleet to the relief of Syracuse of Sicily under the command of
Gryllippus, but that is not all.

2 That’s all that was mising. Now we will never be able to carry through
thje Sicilian operation.

1 What more, miserable messenger from Corinth? You said there was
something else?

messenger  Just a rumour.

1 Well, out with it!

messenger ~ They say that the entire Athenian fleet has been annihilated by

Syracuse.

2 It must not be true.

Socrates It is I am afraid true. You can see it on the face of the messenger, that he
knows it is true.

1 Humbug! Nonsense! Don’t come here with loose rumours, messenger!
Rather stay at home!

(Another has entered whispering with Aristophanes.)
Aristophanes  Unfortunately it all seems to be true. I just had all my suspicions
confirmed. Alcibiades is with king Agis in Sparta and is honoured there as his most
valued guest, he has completely changed sides to the Spartans, living and dressing
like them, training with Lysander and has even shaved.
1 Most extraneous.
Aristophanes He has even gone so far that he has gone to bed with king Agis” wife
Timeia who is now expecting child with him!
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1 You lousy scandal monger, have you then nothing else to bring than your
old indecent gossip?

Theodorus ~ Aristophanes is right. The child could not be of king Agis, for he has
consistently kept away from his queen during the period in question, because of ill
omens. But he interpreted them wrong, for they actually warned him against
becoming a cuckold.

Socrates (commenting aside) That should finish Alcibiades” career even in Sparta.

1 Does your messenger know anything more about Sicily, Aristophanes?
Aristophanes No. All we miss is a confirmation of the ultimate catastrophe.

(Enter a completely devastated, wounded and badly knocked about veteran of the sea.)
Here it comes, if I recognize my own antennae.

2 It is the old Nearchus, a veteran from the days of Cimon.

1 What is your story, old seaman?

seaman I am one of the few who got out of it alive to tell the story.

2 Put him down. Give him something to drink.

several Tell us, Nearchus! (They take care of him. He gathers his last strength.)
seaman Everything went well in the beginning as long as Alcibiades was in

charge. But as soon as he left us, there was a split between Lamachus and Nicias, the
highest responsible command was missing, and everything went wrong. In the end,
the entire fleet was trapped at Syracuse, and the naval battle that followed is the
greatest disgrace of Athens ever. We had no chance. Of our hundred ships, ten did
not survive. We ran into each other, could not get out, rammed each other, it was
worse than for the Persians at Salamis, and only those who were taken prisoner by
the Syracusans escaped death by drowning or by being burned to death. It was
worse than any catastrophe of any earthquake. The whole fleet was wasted, and all
those who made it ashore alive are now slave laborers of the Syracusans in their
stone and salt and sulphur mines.

(The community is stunned by the shock.)
1 So it is true.
seaman Tell me, why did you recall Alcibiades? Under his command we took
Rhegium and Catania. He would have carried through the entire enterprise and well,
if he would have been allowed to do it in peace. But he was recalled. Why?
1 Take care of the poor sailor. Give him clothes and rest and everything
he needs. Even though he brought the worst news of the day, he should be rewarded
better than anyone else for it.
Socrates (commenting aside) The old sailor does not see that the Athenians, under the
command of Alcibiades, dug a magnificent grave for others only to fall into it
themselves. It is the law of destiny, higher than any of the gods.
Aristophanes Well, what do you say, Athenians? Sparta has declared war on us, has
taken a stranglehold on us through Dekeleia, rescued Sicily, and crushed our entire
fleet. And that's just the beginning.
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Theodorus ~ And all this has happened only because you relieved Alcibiades of his
responsibilities just as the enterprise was launched. And thus your own tragedy is
introduced, Athenians.

Aristofanes  And Alcibiades is now leading the Spartans and their war against you,
and they have the initiative.

1 It is becoming more and more obvious that we committed a mistake.
Socrates Don't worry, Athenians. If I know Alcibiades right, he will come back.
He just has to change mistresses from time to time, so he doesn't get too bored. When
he is tired of Sparta, or Sparta has tired of him, which it may have already done after
he took the king's wife, sooner or later he will be back.

2 But could we trust Alcibiades?
1 We never could.
Socrates But you have no one else. Without him Athens is lost.

Theodoros ~ And we love him.

Aristophanes And hate him and can not do without him.

1 Start negotiations with Alcibiades immediately. Socrates is right. Only
he could now save Athens.

Scene 3. Persia.
Tissafernes (in splendid array, sumptuous hall at court) Alcibiades? Here?

servant Yes.
Tissafernes ~ What does that dire adventurer want here?

Servant Offer his services.

Tissafernes ~ Was neither Sparta nor Athens good enough for him then?
Servant Sparta wanted to kill him, and Athens sentenced him to death.
Tissafernes  But didn't he betray Sparta to Athens?

Servant No, he betrayed Athens to Sparta.

Tissafernes  It's the same thing. These Hellenes constantly offer the same confusion.
But if he once betrayed Sparta to Athens or Athens to Sparta, he might perhaps
betray them both to Persia?

Servant That is probably what he wishes to do.

Tissafernes ~ He holds all Hellas in his hand. Show him in at once!

(The servant bows. Alcibiades is shown in, sumptuously dressed in Persian festive costume.)

I hope you have found our hospitality tolerable, noble Alcibiades.

Alcibiades 1 have been more handsomely received in Persia than ever in Sparta or
Athens,

Tissafernes  That's intentional. All Asia rejoices at your arrival here. So the Spartans
tried to kill you?
Alcibiades  1betrayed Athens to the king of Sparta. Therefore he swore to kill me.
Tissafernes ~ Was that the only reason?
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Alcibiades Do you think it was my fault that his queen preferred me to him, and
that she called her son with me Alcibiades although he was given another name?
Tissafernes  So you gave king Agis some progeny since he could not do that
himself?

Alcibiades ~ Therefore the Spartans should be grateful, shouldn't they? Instead they
decided to kill me.

Tissafernes  Alas, yes, these undiplomatic Spartans, all they ever managed was to
tight to their death. They are good for nothing else. For the rest they are just the
greatest idiots in the world. They have no taste, no art, no culture, they dress their
women in pants, and politically they just keep blundering. How could they be so
powerful then?

Alcibiades  They can fight to their death.

Tissafernes  Just for that reason?

Alcibiades  Yes, just for that reason.

Tissafernes It seems so meaningless. As if the meaning of life was death.

Alcibiades By that life at least has a meaning for them.

Tissafernes  Although it is death.

Alcibiades  Yes.

Tissafernes 1 don't understand it. Do you?

Alcibiades  Yes.

Tissafernes  You need an Athenian madman then to understand Spartan madness.
Well, so you escaped from Sparta to save your life, and what do you want here?
Alcibiades  Both Athens and Sparta have punished my services with death
sentences. So I select another master.

Tissafernes  Yes, that is logical. And what can you do for me?

Alcibiades  Give them both over to you.

Tissafernes  How?

Alcibiades  Right now, Sparta has the upper hand in the Peloponnesian War.
Athens is almost crushed by the complete downfall of the Sicilian expedition. So
weigh them against each other. The longer they fight each other, the better for Persia
and Phoenicia. So finance the aid to Sparta. They don't need bribes and subsidies
anymore, because they have the upper hand. If they win, they can become the most
powerful in Hellas, and then they can become dangerous to you. So: help Athens
instead, so the eternal war can continue.

Tissafernes  You speak with a forked tongue more cunning than any snake. Your
advice is good. I will follow it to the letter. Your advice is gold to my ears, Alcibiades,
for you actually want to give the whole of Hellas into the hands of Persia, our
wishful dream since a hundred years ago. You will get everything you want. Just
name it: what castles and mistresses you want, what horses, what parties, — all Persia
is yours! As long as you betray Hellas to us, you are most powerful and most favored
in all Asia.

Alcibiades My heart is overflowing with sincerest gratitude, o noble Tissafernes.
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Tissafernes ~ You are noble yourself, you the greatest traitor in the world. I am just a
servant to the great autocracy. Welcome as a son of Asia, Alcibiades. (embraces him)
Alcibiades It is my honour to be able to continue keeping you informed of how to
best run Hellas down to its perdition.

Tissafernes  But don't you long for home, for Athens and your family?

Alcibiades  That's another issue. Let's stick to the point, as long as I am here.
Tissafernes  You are right. Let's make great plans for the direct destruction of Sparta
and Athens. (wraps his cloak about him and leads him on his way.)

ActIV scene 1.

son Is father really coming home?

Hipparete  Yes, my darling, he is on his way home.

son Do you think I will recognize him?

Hipparete I am sure you will. If by nothing else you will recognize him by his
recognizing you.

son 2 How long has he been gone, mother?

Hipparete  Only a few years but longer than a lifetime. (discovers Timandra)
Timandra, are you here also?

Timandra ~ Who isn’t here to welcome Alcibiades back again after all his victories?
All Athens is here cheering to celebrate him in triumph. Why shouldn’t I be here
also?

Hipparete I was not questioning your presence. I was only positively surprised.
Timandra ~ We are here for the same purpose. So let’s mind that and forget
ourselves.

Hipparete  But his children have to come first.

Timandra  His children or your children?

voices Here he is!

Several voices Long live Alcibiades! The redeemer of Athens!

Many voices Long live Alcibiades!

(Alcibiades enters in triumph, all dressed in white, celebrated by everyone, but he resents
being hoisted and carried. He wants to walk by himself and immediately discovers Hipparete
and the children.)

Alcibiades (embraces her warmly) For seven years I searched for you with my eyes!
Hipparete  You have found me, Alcibiades.

Alcibiades ~ And my sons! What men they have grown up to be!

Hipparete ~ Not yet. Be patient.

Youngest son Daddy! Daddy! (throws himself in his father’s arms, who embraces him and
lifts him up high)

Alcibiades My son! You recognize me!

Hipparete  All Athens recognizes you today.

Timandra ~ Do you recognize me?
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Alcibiades (stunned) Timandra!

Athenian 1 (comes forth ignoring the women) Glorious Alcibiades, the greatest of
Athenians! The whole city is full of gratitude for you! We were facing our doom,
Sparta attacked us in the back, and without your leadership, the Sicily expedition
ended in complete disaster. But you came back. You cleared up the whole Aegean
Sea for us, you conquered Samos and Byzantium and all the rebellious cities, and you
broke the fleet of the Phoenicians and persuaded Persia to help Athens so that
Athens could neutralize Persia. Your victories are without end, and your glory is
without limits. In the name of all Athenians: welcome home to Athens, Alcibiades!
Alcibiades I thank you all. I am overwhelmed. For years I have struggled to make
myself worthy of being called an Athenian again, and my final success is the greatest
victory of my life. But we are just getting started! Sparta still dominates Dekeleia, and
the Spartans still have a fleet. We have a long way to go before we have fully restored
the full greatness, glory and wealth of Athens!

1 Well spoken, Alcibiades! Everything is arranged. You will get back all
your property, and you will regain command of all our fleets. Everything went
wrong when we abandoned you, Alcibiades, and when you just return, everything
will be all right and perfect again. That's what we've learned from you, Alcibiades.
Alcibiades  Thank you, my dear Athenians. Now, if you will excuse me, I have to
mind my own closest of kin more closely. (turns back to Hipparete, embracing her and
the children.)

Alcibiades (more intimately) I was afraid at first to go ashore. I did not know whether
the Athenians had laurels or daggers in store for me. But when I saw you on the
beach, I understood. There was no danger. It was just to openly go ashore and
warmly embrace you all.

Timandra (goes up to him from behind) Still you had reason for your fears. Today is the
day of Athena, when she conceals her face. Many considers this a bad sign for you.
Alcibiades (interrupts the hugs) Always these cursed signs! Will the gods then never
leave me alone!

Timandra ~ Not as long as they love you.

Alcibiades (embraces her) Now it is your turn, Timandra. Let them love me then, if only
they will finally kill me with their love, and you can follow me in it.

Timandra ~ 1am yours, Alcibiades.

Alcibiades (interrupts the embrace) Wait for me. Our destinies belong to each other.
Hipparete  Come, children. Father now wants to come home.

Alcibiades Yes, I would love to.

(Hipparete takes him along with the children. A cheering crowd escorts him. Timandra keeps
aside.)

Timandra The victory is yours, Alcibiades, for the moment, but in love a victory is
just an illusion and passing self-deceit, which goes out when the current of passion
drags the dreamer down in its depth. And your relationship with us, with this people
and with Athens, is just a love story completely led and ruled by the incurably
inevitable destiny.
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(leaves, but the festive procession continues. Now Alcibiades is elevated and laurelled and is
carried along with the general intoxication of joy.)

Scene 2. Demos.

1 I can see no reason for not trusting Alcibiades. He has won the most splendid
victories for Athens since the days of Themistocles and Cimon. The Spartans want
him dead, and his latest affair with the Persians ended with Tissafernes throwing
him into a water prison for thirty days. How could we then doubt Alcibiades’
loyalty?

2 It is not the loyalty. It is his power. Again Alcibiades is getting too
powerful, again he is raising furious hatred and envy, again Athenian husbands are
swearing over their wives who are “borrowed” by Alcibiades, and, above all, again
there is a growing party wanting to give Alcibiades the powers of a dictator. As
Athenians we can never accept that.

(acclaims: Hear! Hear!)

3 Shall we then again dishonor him and take away his command when we need
it most and he has won his greatest victories? Shall we then again confiscate his
property and persecute his family? Shall we again drive him into the arms of Sparta
as Athens' greatest traitor?

2 Again: I do not question Alcibiades' loyalty. But we should put him to work as
soon as possible, far away from Athens. Only in Athens can Alcibiades' power cause
any harm. Give him his fleet and send him to Asia, and let him command there with
new victories for Athens until he goes down. (acclaim)

Socrates (commenting aside) They reduce him to a means and believe him to be a
means for infallible victories. But they overestimate him, for he is just a man.

1 I have nothing against such a proposition. Let Alcibiades be of use to Athens
far from Athens, but let us never again dishonor him. Let us never forget that the
removal of Alcibiades from the supreme command cost Athens the greatest
catastrophe ever in our history.

Several voices Approved! Approved! Send him away so that we don’t have to see
him! Let him ravage around in Asia as much as he pleases! Let him out to sea and let
him stay there!

(All agree to the proposition.)

Socrates It's like Aristophanes says: they love and hate him but will never be
able to do without him.

Plato (a young disciple) What happens then when Alcibiades is gone?

Socrates Either Alcibiades will die with Athens, or Athens will die with
Alcibiades. But both legends will persist. (exeunt)
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Scene 3. Hipparete’s place. Poverty.
(Hipparete holds the youngest son in her arms while the older one stands beside them.)

Youngest son When is father coming home, mother?

Hipparete I don’t know, my love. Perhaps never.

youngest But why?

Hipparete  The Athenians want it that way.

youngest But why?

Hipparete I don’t know why myself. Perhaps they don’t want it that way at all.
Perhaps they don’t know why themselves.

Older son ~ Father can’t come home until he has won the war.

Youngest But he won the war several times!

Hipparete  No, he just won insufficient victories.

youngest But he always won.

Hipparete  Yes, my darling, he always just won.

older Here comes Socrates.

Hipparete A dear old friend and a contrary to everyone else: one who never lets
you down. Welcome, Socrates.

Socrates How are you, Hipparete?

Hipparete  Thank you, I can’t complain. We are surviving.

Socrates You are immersed in misery here.

Hipparete I know. But at least they leave us in peace.

Socrates You mean they have stopped throwing stones at you when you show
up, they no longer harass your children in the street, and they no longer show you
their hatred.

Hipparete  They nowadays show us the same respect as to a disgraced royal family
whom they know is dying.

Socrates I know how it feels. They are after me as well.

Hipparete Do they want to harm you?

Socrates Not yet, but that day will surely come.

Hipparete  How could things turn out so bad for Athens, Socrates?

Socrates That is the question every Athenian keeps asking, and no one can find

an answer. And especially vulnerable all of us seem to have become who knew
Pericles, as if we had to be punished for benefiting from his friendship, as if any link
at all with Athens' great past was a crime that had to be punished, as if universal self-
destructiveness had been elevated to the status of a law above all other laws.
Anything new about Alcibiades?

Hipparete  No, nothing but good news, that is no news. But I am expecting
Timandra here at any moment. I had news from her that she has something to tell
me.

Socrates It gives me pleasure that the two of you always could be such good
friends.

Hipparete It won't last very long.
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Socrates What do you mean, Hipparete?

Hipparete My days are counted. I can’t bear it very much longer, Socrates.

Socrates You have endured everything so far. Will you give in now?

Hipparete  Of all the difficult marriages, I was given the hardest one: a man who
was the greatest of all, the most unfaithful of all, and the least at home of all. If he
was not busy with new love affairs with courtesans, mistresses or boys, he went to
war and stayed away for years. From the beginning, I was mocked by all of Athens
for marrying him.

Socrates It wasn’t your fault. It was an accident.

Hipparete I know. He humiliated my father, we happened to be related in every
way except in blood, and so it turned out the way it did. It was a miracle that in such
a marriage he gave me at least two sons. I thought I could save the marriage by
moving away from him and home to my brother, but then the misfortunes began,
then he deceived the whole of Athens, then the persecution of me and my sons
began, and nothing has helped. My soul has been tortured to death by an unjust fate,
Socrates. I have nothing left.

Socrates Dear Hipparete, is there anything I can do?

Hipparete  Go on surviving, Socrates, when I have given up.

Older son ~ Here comes Timandra.

Hipparete  Welcome, Timandra.

Timandra ~ Thank you, sister.

Socrates Do you have any news about Alcibiades?

Timandra  Yes, unfortunately. The war in the east is going wrong.

Hipparete  Have they relieved him of his command again?

Timandra  Alcibiades writes that it is the fault of Lysander. Through their cunning
policies, the Spartans have managed to get Athens to distrust Alcibiades once again
and recalled him, but he refuses to come home. Instead, he has asked me to come to
him.

Hipparete ~ Only you?

Timandra  Yes, sister, he doesn’t want to risk anyone’s life of his family.

Socrates What are his plans?

Timandra ~ He must get maintenance for his fleet. That’s why he has to get supplies
from Persia. Meanwhile Antiochos is commander of the fleet.

Socrates Antiochos is like made for making things go wrong.

Timandra ~ That’s exactly what Alcibiades also keeps saying.

Hipparete  Go to him, Timandra. He needs you. Something tells me he will never
come home any more. Perhaps it will be your duty to bury him over there.

Timandra  The gods forbid!

Socrates We have too many to bury here, Timandra. Go to him. He may still
prevail and triumph. And you will be rid of all the graves here.

Hipparete  Yes, go, Timandra. You are happy enough to have been called to his
side.

Timandra ~ Obviously that’s what the gods want.
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Hipparete  Alcibiades wants it, and that could be his last will.

Timandra 1 will go but come back with or without him.

Socrates Think of us in Athens in the meantime. We have our own war here
against time itself.

Timandra ~ As long as Athens have you, Socrates, nothing evil could happen to
Athens.

Socrates Everything evil has happened to Athens after she no longer had
Pericles.

Timandra  Live well, both of you. I will think of you all.

Hipparete ~ Farewell, Timandra. (Timandra leaves.)

Socrates Will she be back?

Hipparete  Yes, she will be back. But I will not see her any more. She got Alcibiades
in the end, and in her arms she will lose him.

Socrates Are you pessimistic or realistic?

Hipparete  Both, Socrates. The one gives the other, and I have no illusions any
more. The illusions belong to youth and to an even worse future than our own. We
have it good who have something to remember, Socrates.

Scene 4. Persia.

Tissafernes ~ So the damned intriguer is back again! How dares he? Didn’t he learn
anything the last time he was here?

Farnabazos  He has served Sparta and Athens like he served us, but every master he
served only gave him the damn.

Tissafernes ~ What do you mean by damn in this context?

Farnabazos  Hard lessons. Kicks in the belly. Constantly worse humiliations.
Tissafernes I thought my last treatment of him would teach him some manners.
Farnabazos  Prison is not enough for such an incorrigible fortune-hunter,.

Tissafernes I not only threw him into prison. I forced him to stand in water up to
his waist for 30 days. If it had been as I wished it would have been for life, and he
would have had it.

Farnabazos  Prison is not enough for those who just live for breaking all limits. Only
death can put a stop to them.

Tissafernes  Hasn’t both Sparta and Athens tried that?

Farnabazos  They sentenced him to death and sought to kill him, but they never
actually managed to take his life.

Tissafernes  Typical of these unreliable Greeks, whose whole existence is just a
paradox.

Farnabazos ~ What shall we do with him?

Tissafernes 1 can’t bear him any more. Give him a house. Honour him. Spoil him.
And then when he least suspects it, kill him.

Farnabazos ~ Shouldn’t we hear him first?
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Tissafernes He only comes here out of sheer desperation. He knows that Athens
blames him alone for her total defeat against Sparta, and therefore he comes here to
ask us to help Athens against the overly strong Sparta, but in doing so he is only
chewing stone. I do not want him here stealthily, so that he will know too much
about our plans against Persia, so that he might interfere in our internal affairs.
Persia is on the brink of disaster, and the only thing missing for the catastrophe to
become a reality would be for Alcibiades to become aware of it.
Farnabazos ~ We can’t just turn him out. He knows too much already.
Tissafernes  You will see him for yourself. I refuse. (leaves promptly)
Farnabazos (to a servant) Show in the noble Alcibiades.
(Alcibiades is entered. He has reached a higher stature.)

Welcome, Alcibiades, the only unvanquished Athenian. (bows)
Alcibiades  No flattery, I pray. I can’t stand any political hypocrisy any more.
Farnabazos  Still we are honoured by your offering us your services. What can we
do for you in return?
Alcibiades ~ Sparta has totallty defeated Athens and struck Athens into the slavery
of tyranny. The Hellenic balance is upset, and the dominating power of Sparta is
unhealthy for all the world.
Farnabazos ~ So you want our help against Sparta?
Alcibiades ~ Sparta has always been a thorn in the flesh of Persia and is that now
more than ever.
Farnabazos  Just like you suffer from civil wars and dissolution, so does Persia
suffer from civil wars and dissolution. We have problems with Artaxerxes.
Alcibiades  Iheard about it.
Farnabazos  Thereby our domestic hands are tied behind our backs. I am afraid that
we are didsabled from any action at sea at the moment.
Alcibiades It grieves me to hear.
Farnabazos It grieves me to tell. But as long as you remain in Asia you remain our
most honoured guest. You will have a house of your own in Frygia, where you can
etablish your headquarters for the time being, independent of both Sparta and
Athens and Persia. There you can make love to your Timandra in sacred neutrality as
long as you want.
Alcibiades (alarmed) Why such a tremendous good will?
Farnabazos  Last time you applied for Persian assistance you were given a most
unfair treatment by Tissafernes. We wish to atone for that.
Alcibiades I was always harassed. I am not used to the contrary.
Farnabazos  Then get used to it, so that you could bear it.
Alcibiades It will be difficult.
Farnabazos ~ Your Timandra will surely help you on. (claps his hands. Servants enter to
dress Alcibiades in purple in slavic subservience.)
Alcibiades 1 feel like Agamemnon. Only kings are shrouded in purple. Is this my
death shroud, like it became Agamemnon’s?
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Farnabazos 1 see that you will be impossible to spoil, Alcibiades. The greater
pleasure it will be to try.

Alcibiades ~ Royal manners are not for the Athenians.

Farnabazos  But you are the only undefeated Athenian. Allow us then to defeat you
by grace when we failed in it by war.

Alcibiades 1 am at your disposal.

Farnabazos ~ And we are at yours. Welcome now, Alcibiades, to your banquet.

(leads him out. Servants whisper among themselves after their exit, so that you could only
suspect mean intrigues.)

ActV scene 1.

Socrates So you have called me here for an interrogation. I thank you for the
honour.

Critias You have to understand, Socrates, that we have to be strict. We can’t
just let any one go around saying whatever.

Socrates And why would you not let the Athenians say what is on their minds?
Could you stop them?

Critias It concerns the credibility of the state, Socrates. We are responsible for
the credibility of the state.

Socrates You are appointed by Sparta as a Spartan government after our

Athenian state went bankrupt and perished in the war against Sparta because you
constantly prevented Alcibiades from conducting it.

Critias Watch your tongue, Spcrates. Aigospotamoi was the fault of of
Alcibiades, not any fault of ours.
Socrates Yes, of course it was his fault that you sent him out with a fleet but

without pay for the soldiers and without provisions for a longer war. Surely it was
his fault that he had to go ashore and wage several extra wars inside Persia just to
supply and feed your fleet. Of course, it was his fault that Antiochus, meanwhile,
and against his direct orders, sought a battle with Lysander, who lured him into a
trap so that the entire fleet perished. Yes, blame it all on Alcibiades. He's still alive.
Like all of us, he was unlucky enough to be born.

Critias We can’t cannot afford to further deteriorate our position in the face of
Sparta, Socrates. We are humiliated enough as it is. Then do not make our situation
worse by challenging the forces of law. We ask you to cooperate.

Socrates How?

Critias Stop disparaging the provisional govenment.
Socrates What kind of disparagement?

Critias Spreading lies.

Socrates What lies?

Critias Not to speak the truth.

Socrates So you should rather speak lies or keep silent?
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Critias Yes.

Socrates If then someone asks me about the government, may I then respond?
Critias Of course, if you stick to the truth.

Socrates If then a young man asks me: "Where is Critias”? May I then say where
you are?

Critias Of course.

Socrates But if he asks, ”Is Critias a good leader?” May I then say that you are an
excellent leader?

Critias Of course.

Socrates But I may not say, that Critias is a bad leader?

Critias No!

Socrates Which means, I may only answer if I lie, but I may not answer if I speak

the truth? Isn’t that so?

Charicles (gets into a temper) Your head is at peril, Socrates!

Socrates Quiet Charicles! Threat is the worst possible politics, for it always has
the opposite effect to what is intended, and concerning diplomacy it is the supreme
folly. You had better instruct your government about that, Critias, for its own good.
And judging from the thickness of your head, Charicles, it will never be at risk.

Critias What is your aim, Socrates?

Socrates I came here to learn something, and I have learned the law of the new
Spartan government: You may only speak if you lie.

Critias Know your manners, Socrates!

Socrates You made yourself a good example, Critias. You said yourself, that I

may publicly only say that Athens has an optimal government, while everyone
knows that this Spartan puppet government is just a gang of greedy tyrants. So I may
not speak at all if I don’t lie. So I will go home and keep quiet. Farewell, gentlemen.
(leaves calmly)

Charikles (to the others) He is dangerous! We have to stop him!

Critias We'll get at him as little as we’ll get at Alcibiades. These philosophers
are slippery fish.

Charikles But the youth listens to him and is deluded by him!

Critias He is no security risk, for he is no politician.

Charikles But he is subversive!

Critias If we bring him down we bring ourselves down. Perhaps that is what you

want, Charicles?

Scene 2. The inside of a house in Frygia.
It is basic but beautifully furnished: soft intimacy is the major impression.
Alcibiades lies with Timandra in a spacious bed.

Alcibiades (after a long while without words) 1 hear them coming.

Timandra Who?
Alcibiades Those who are about to murder me.
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Timandra ~ How do you know?

Alcibiades I know it.

Timandra ~ You have waited for it for a long time.

Alcibiades  Yes.

Timandra ~ But who are they?

Alcibiades It does not matter. Athens and Sparta have long since wished for and
determined my death, but it will probably be the Persians to carry it through.
Timandra ~ Why? You served the Persians as well as Athens and Sparta.

Alcibiades  That’s exactly why. But Persians are not Hellenes. Sparta and Athens
have always promised me and sentenced me to death, while the Persians always just
flattered me. But Athens and Sparta could never touch me. They love me and hate
me too much. The knife in the back will be Persian.

Timandra  1don’t understand.

Alcibiades  You don’t have to understand. No one can understand it. Not even
Socrates with all his logic could ever understand it. But I understand it, because I
understand both Persians, Athenians and Spartans. I understand why Sparta and
Athens never wanted to kill me, even though they never stopped cursing me and
condemning me to death. I belong to their soul and am part of themselves. And I
understand why the Persians intend to kill me, even though they know that I could
give the whole of Hellas into their hand.

Timandra  But it does seem crazy.

Alcibiades  Dearest Timandra, you alone are wise enough to understand that the
world is no longer wise. Madness has entered politics, and it intends to stay there
forever. The name of that madness is power. For the power of madness, Sparta and
Athens have fought each other for thirty years, winning only sham victories at the
expense of all they possessed and all their best young men, but they never possessed
the power they desired. Now Persia intends to do exactly the same thing: plunge into
civil war of ruin for the sake of power. A vile plot is planned against the life of
Artaxerxes. I therefore tried to warn Artaxerxes, to do Persia a favour and help
preserving its unity and greatness. That is why they intend to murder me.

Timandra ~ The world is truly mad.

Alcibiades  No, just the politicians, who find it worth while to fight for it.

Timandra  If both Hellas and Persia ruin themselves in civil wars for the sake of
power, who then has the power?

Alcibiades  No one. It's a chimaera. It does not exist. It’s the greatest self-deceit, the
talsest of all illusions, for if it really does exist it is there only to be lost.

Timandra  1think you have all the power of both Hellas and Persia.

Alcibiades  It’s just the knowledge of power in that case. I know both and know
that it is without avail to try to control it.

Timandra  1think knowledge is the only power that exists.

Alcibiades ~ You are possibly right. If all those who fought for power instead were
to devote themselves to the acquisition of knowledge, all political problems would
disappear, and power would then perhaps finally become something constructive.
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Coarse voice from outside ~ Alcibiades! Come out! We want to talk with you!

Alcibindes ~ Now they are here. I have felt them coming all the time.

Timandra ~ What do they want?

Alcibiades ~ Murder me at the bequest of mad politicians. Nothing else. They are
paid to murder me.

Timandra ~ Don’t go out to them.

Alcibiades  You are my only protection. (calls to those outside) I am not alone!

The voice Who is with you?

Alcibiades A woman! There is no reason for you to harm her!

(silence)

Timandra 1 want to die with you, Alcibiades.

Alcibiades  You must not. It's my duty to make sure as many as possible will
survive me, especially you.

Timandra 1 came here to share life and death with you.

Alcibiades I can only give you life. Death is for me alone. Thanks for coming. We

have had fun together.

Timandra  Always.

(He kisses her.)

The voice Let the woman go. We want to speak with you alone.

Alcibiades I am armed. If you touch a hair on her head none of you will get out of
it alive!

Voice We guarantee safe conduct for her. She is free. She may go.

Alcibiades  It's time, Timandra. Our roads part here.
Timandra ~ 1don’t want to.
Alcibiades  Think of the future. Think of your daughter. It's your duty. It is my
final will.
Timandra ~ What will they do to you?
Alcibiades 1 don’t know. But they know I will never surrender.
Timandra  Perhaps they just want to talk with you.
Alcibiades ~ That’s probably how it is, Timandra. Go now, before they attack.
Timandra I will wait for you, Alcibiades, in all eternity if necessary.
Alcibiades  Don’t be so melodramatic.
Timandra ~ 1mean it.
Alcibiades ~ Good. We will find each other again in eternity. Farewell, Timandra.
One last kiss. (kisses her warmly and for long.)
voice Well, what about it? I she coming out?
Alcibiades Go, Timandra, out to life, out to eternity.
Timandra 1 obey the lord of the world but will wait for you in eternity.
Alcibiades ~ Please do. Farewell. (Timandra leaves.)
(Alcibiades watches her departure through the window.)
Yes, they leave her alone. She is free. But I will never be free until I am free
from life, for politics have got me too mixed up in its infernal trap of egoism and
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destruction. You gods, help me in my last struggle (arms himself) against the evil
power called politics.

voice Well, Alcibiades? Are you coming out?

Alcibiades ~ You will have to come in. I don’t trust you.

Voice We have allowed your mistress to pass.

Alcibiades  That is not enough. I have no reception outside my own house.
Voice It is your funeral.

(Some hissing is heard. There is smoke.)
Alcibiades ~ They put the house on fire. They want to smoke me out. I call that a
clear message. Their only offer is death. I knew that all the time. Come on then,
Persia! If I can’t defeat you others will! (sets out fully armed with sword and shield but
completely naked except for a loincloth. As soon as he has gone out the smoke becomes
impenetrable, there is a number of bowstrings, arrows being fired and their hits, and
Alcibiades’ death cry:)
Alcibiades ~ Cowards! You don't even dare to show your faces! You shoot me down
cowardly like a hundred invisible shooters against a single target who cannot defend
himself! Was I as the fair game then the only one in the world who played honestly?
(dies)
Farnabazos (comes out of the dark and observes that Alcibiades is dead)

Yes, Alcibiades. And that’s why you were so dangerous.

Away from here! Our mission is fulfilled, and we have never been here!

(disappears)

Timandra (comes after a while alone up to Alcibiades” body)

So dead and cold, the most alive of all! But I am still there and will see that
you become immortal, divine Alcibiades. Twenty-seven arrows through your body
fired in secret from a safe shelter of anonymous assassins cannot cure your
immortality, my beloved Alcibiades.

(embraces the body, lies down next to it, doesn’t let go and cries out furiously in tears.)

Scene 3. The court.

chairman Socrates, we are truly sorry, but your insistence gives us no choice. We
have warned you not once but a number of times, and yet you refuse to cooperate.
Your business is a security risk to the state, and you have refused to compromise. So
we are obliged to sentence you to death.

Socrates What is it in my activity that makes a security risk to the state?

chairman The fact that your influence as a philosopher is considerable, and you
use it to seduce our youth.

Socrates How do I seduce our youth?

chairman You know that best yourself.

Socrates No, you know it better than me, for I am not aware of seducing our
youth.
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chairman By your example the youth of Athens adopts antisocial ideas.

Socrates What kind of antisocial ideas?

chairman This is no philosophical debate, Socrates. It is a court. We are not here
for splitting hairs.

Socrates If this is a court that sentences me to death, I must surely be informed of
what crime I am being condemned?

chairman We already told you.

Socrates You have not been able to define it since you didn’t want to explain to

me how I seduce the youth of Athens.

chairman We already told you.

Socrates  No, that's what you didn’t want to tell me. Everyone here can testify to
that.

Plato (to Xenophon) He could probably talk himself out of this as well.

Xenophon I doubt it. The Athenians are tired of his annoying sophistry. They
believe that he is the one who twisted the heads of all of Athens.

Plato On the contrary. He is the one who twisted them right again

Xenophon  That’s a topic of discussion.

Chairman ~ Go home, Socrates, and empty your poison cup. Or else others will
come home to you and help you.

Xenophon  They give him an opportunity to leave the city. That’s what they really
want.

Plato He will never do that.
Xenophon  In that case he is stupid, and then he is done for.
Socrates I have tried to reason with you, but you have persisted in remaining

unreasonable. Unfortunately, it has turned out that you cannot speak, and thus you
have not condemned me to death, but Athens has thus condemned herself. I know
that you act only by the directives of the thirty tyrants, appointed by Sparta to keep
Athens under slavish oppression.

chairman That’s enough, Socrates.

Socrates Am I then not entitled to speak for my own defense at least? Just for
once, let me finally speak. I am sentenced to death, so you will never have to hear me
speak any more. I mean that you are judging yourselves. This government of yours,
this oligarchy, this foreign dictatorship over Athens has condemned itself by judging
others without reason.

Charikles Quiet him, or all Hades will break loose!

Critias He has the right to speak. Go on, Socrates.

Socrates All T can say is that I hope I am the last one. Ever since Lysander
crushed the Athenian fleet at Aigospotamoi and imposed a dictatorship on Athens
that was completely foreign to the nature of such free Hellenes, it has happened daily
that people have been arrested without grounds, banished from the city without trial,
and even murdered in the open street. But it started much earlier. It began after the
death of Pericles, when Phidias was imprisoned and tortured on suspicion of
embezzlement. He was the first innocent. Other innocents were Hipparete, the wife
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of Alcibiades, whom you ruthlessly pursued to death for the sake of Alcibiades's
irregularities. You threw stones at his children and harassed everyone who knew
him just because he was Alcibiades, just as you now want to kill me because I am
Socrates. But I am probably the last person alive who knew Pericles. Then all will be
gone who under his leadership created the great age, and then you are well satisfied
and have had enough and leave of your own accord if you are not overthrown and
forced to make way for a better age. You can kill me, gentlemen dictators, but you
cannot kill philosophy. You cannot kill the truth.

chairman Have you finished, Socrates?

Socrates I never finish, and you know it. But for the time being I might have got
something said.

chairman Your death sentence is firm. You have twenty-four hours. You could
use that time to get out of Athens. They all did that — Alcibiades, Euripides,
Pythagoras...

Socrates It didn’t help Alcibiades. He was murdered anyway.

chairman Not by Athens. It was Sparta or Persia.

Socrates No, my friends, his soul was murdered by Athens in the moment

Athens sentenced him to never again appear in Athens. You took his human value
away from him, and in that moment he was already dead.

Chairman  So you intend to make trouble even unto death?

Socrates I do not intend to give you the satisfaction of disappearing without
protest. I intend to obey you and empty the poison cup — publicly, so that all the
youth seduced by me in Athens may know the injustice of your judgment and the
grotesque folly of tyranny.

chairman We are finished with you here, Socrates. Go home and do what you
want. We don’t care as long as you just leave us in peace.

Socrates I will never leave you in peace, for I am the truth, and the truth will
never leave any politician in peace.

chairman Enough! The court session is concluded!

(rises. The whole council breaks it up in haste.)

Plato Are you serious, Socrates?

Socrates I am always serious. Concerning what?

Plato You will not leave Athens?

Socrates My death if anything will bring the fall of these mad tyrants. It will be
the first responsible action of my life.

Plato You have taught us much and saved many lives.

Socrates No, I have just been talking on. And whose life should I have saved?
Plato Alcibiades, among others.

Socrates Alcibiades died anyway, murdered by his own, by those he tried to

help and save the lives of. He tried to save the life of Persia as well. Therefore, the
Persians took his life, and now nothing can save the life of Persia. In the same way, I
have tried to save Athens by preaching reason. Therefore, the government of Athens
is taking my life, and now nothing can save the life of the government of Athens, and
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that is just as well. Everything ends up into nothing anyway. Don't worry, Plato.
Death is only the confirmation of eternity.

Plato We will carry on your word, Socrates.

Socrates Do with it as you like. For me it's the same. I have lived and am
satisfied, because before me others died who were better than I.

Plato Who are you thinking of?

Socrates Two men whom I loved: Pericles and Alcibiades.

Plato They will be part of your legacy.

Socrates Let them. See you tonight. I have a few things to tell you before I empty

that cup. And you cannot have a better death than among your friends. Such a lovely
death you could learn a lot of. (Plato bursts into tears, breaks down and hurries away from
there.)

What's the matter with him?
Xenophon  He is too sentimental. He can’t bear too much pathos.
Socrates Poor Plato. He has much to learn. Come, Xenophon, let’s go.
(brings Xenophon along. They leave.)

(Athens 10.4 - Verona 20.4.2000 (by Patras, Brindisi, Sicily and Rome,
translated in October 2024).
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