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From the original preface. 
 
      My intention is to take care of historical experiences and to present them in a 
form accessible to anyone. Since my basic interest is in all things human I follow 
the principle that the more controversial human problems, whether historical, 
political, social or sexual, of the greater interest they could be from the point of 
human experience. 
 
 

Practical advice for ’Atlantis’ 
 
      For the eventuality of staging this, whether for radio, TV, films or plain theatre, 
it should be recommended that no actor will have more than one part. Every part 
is individual to some maximum and should be sharply distinguished from all the 
others, so that every actor should be given space and possibility to wage 
everything on one single part. This is desirable for the sake of the character of the 
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play. If any exception should be allowed it would be for the Spartan kings, who 
actually all could be played by the same person. 
 by the same person. 
by the same person. 
   The drama was written  in October-November 1989 and translated in July 2024. 
 
 

The work is dedicated to the unknown Athenian. 
 
 

Copyright Ó Christian Lanciai 1989 
 
 

dramatis personae: 
 

a younger man 
an older man 

Aristagoras of Miletus 
citizens of Miletus 

king Cleomenes of Sparta 
his daughter of nine years 

citizens of Athens 
Darius, great king of Persia 

messengers and servants 
Histiaius, Asian Hellene 

Artaphrenes, nephew of Darius, governor of Sardes 
Harpagus, Persian general 

Miltiades 
Philippides, the first Marathon runner 

citizens of Sparta 
Callimachus, old polemark of Athens 

Hippias, the last Peisistratidian 
Aristides 

Themistocles 
Xantippus 

Cimon 
Xerxes 

Mardonius, Xerxes’ general 
Onomachritus, prophet of Athens 

Artabanus, Xerxes’ uncle 
Pytius, a rich man 

Demaretus, former king of Sparta 
Xerxes’ spy 



 3 

a general of Xerxes 
an immortal Persian warrior 

Ephialtes, Median 
Skyllies, a diver from Skione 

Eurybiades, admiral of the Hellenic fleet 
Abronicus, the refugee from Thermopylae 

Adeimantus of Corinth 
King of Sidon 
King of Tyrus 

Arthemisia of Halicarnassus 
Sikinnos, messenger of Themistocles 

Panaitheos, deserter 
Aeschylus 

Timodemus of Aphidne 
Alexander of Macedonia 

Cassandyne, Xerxes’ brother’s wife 
Artaynte, her daughter 
Amestris, Xerxes’ wife 

Masistes, Xerxes’ brother 
Pericles 
Socrates 
Phidias 

Thucydides the older 
Archidamos, king of Sparta 

Sthenelaidas 
citizens of Corinth 

Protagoras, philosopher 
Cleon 
Nikias 

Alcibiades 
Demosthenes the older, general 

King Agis of Sparta 
Gylippus, Spartan admiral 

Athenian soldiers at Syracuse 
Lysander 

Athenian judges 
Aristophanes 

Xenophon 
Plato 

Timon 
 

The action is in the historical Hellas from 499 to 399 B.C. 
and (the prologue and epilogue) in modern times (1989). 
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Atlantis 

 
Greek drama in five acts 

 
(October-November 1989) 

 
 

Prologue. 
 

(Background music of the Prologue:  
Impromptu by Schubert for piano opus 142:2 and 94:2.) 

 
(A shabby bedroom with four beds, two straight in front inhabited by two Asians and two 
aside on the left. To the right a murky window to a backyard with a balcony and fire 
escapes. A poor naked table with a basic chair is the only other furniture of the room next 
to the entrance to the right on this side of the window. 
      A young man is sitting by this table writing. He is dressed in a pyjama and on his way 
to bed. After a while he yawns, stops writing, puts out the light and goes to bed in the 
closest bed. Everything is quiet for a while. 
      A fourth man enters in the half darkness. He enters very quietly and turns no light on, 
sits on the other bed and starts undressing. He really tries not to disturb anyone of the 
three other sleeping guests. Suddenly a lot of coins roll out from his pocket on the floor 
with the noise of heavy Greek coins. The young man sits up. Lights on stage.) 
 
the younger  Could I help you pick them up? 
the older  Never mind, I didn’t intend to wake you up. 
the younger  I was not asleep. 
the older  I can pick them up tomorrow. 
A  You were always asleep when I went out and came home after I had 
gone to bed. 
B  Yes, I have late habits. 
A  I thought you were an American. 
B  No, I am just an Englishman. 
A   Have you been long here in Athens? 
B  No, only five months this time. 
A So you have been here before? 
B   Yes, the first time about ten thousand years ago. 
A  I thought Athens was only 2500 years old. 
B  So does everyone. But it existed already before Atlantis. 
A  What do you know then about Atlantis? 
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B  Only what cannot be proved but which all Athenians know 
unconsciously. 
A  You seem to know the Athenians. 
B  They haven’t had an easy time. How do you find them? 
A  Difficult to reach, intuitive, hard, but at the same time open and 
hospitable. Most of all I am impressed by the vitality and energetic mentality of all 
Greeks. 
B  Yes, they are the same now as 2500 years ago. They have only grown 
more coarse and darker because of the destruction and ravishment of their country 
and race. But the Greeks and especially the Athenians are suspicious today. 2500 
years of oppression by Romans, Arabs and Turks have taught them never ta take 
any risks any more. They are afraid of trusting strangers although they would like 
to, and especially strangers from the North. They told me you are from Sweden. 
A                   It’s not quite true. I belong to the Swedish minority of Finland. 
B   How large is this minority? 
A  About three hundred thousand. 
B  That’s about the size of the Greek minority in Turkey. Is it difficult to 
constantly live in an underdog way? 
A   It’s a challenge. 
B   Yes. That challenge brought forth Homer and created Greece. Hellas 
started in what is Turkey today among the exposed eastern Greek minorities, like 
for example king Chroesus, who was crushed by the Persians. 
A  Did also Atlantis start from there? 
B    No, Atlantis was a purely Athenian adventure. 
A   Do you mean that the legend is an Athenian construction? 
B  The only thing that can be proved about Atlantis is that the story of it 
comes from Athens. Whether Atlantis is an Athenian construction or if Athens 
came into being by Atlantis is the main issue that never can be resolved. 
A  What do you know about it? 
B.   The same as you. 
A   What do I know? 
B.   You are an old Athenian just like myself. You are here to reconnect to 
a 2500 years old love affair with Hellas. Perhaps we were sitting in this room 
already in the days of Solon discussing these matters. That discussion, however, 
can never reach an end.  

(The stage is veiled in mists and vanishes.) 
 
 

Act I  Scene 1.  Miletus, 499 B.C. 
 
Aristagoras  My friends, citizens of Miletus, shall we quietly and politely accept 
just any repression? Didn't we have enough of our own tyrants? No one in Hellas 
loved Chroesus, the greedy miser of gold, who only gathered his wealth for it to 
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become his fall. We deplore his presumption but cannot bewail him. Shouldn't we 
then even more deplore the presumption of our Persian oppressors? 
several citizens   Hear! Hear! 
others  He is right! 
Aristagoras      Are those foreigners who crushed Chroesus and took over his 
throne in any way better than Chroesus, who yet was a Hellene and spoke Greek? 
a citizen  Lydia never deserved the oppression of the Persians. 
another  Rather a hundred vain fools like Chroesus than a single Persian 
barbarian! 
a third  Rather a hundred tyrants like Chroesus than a single Persian great 
king! 
a fourth   We must revolt! 
Aristagoras  My friends, you take the word out of my mouth. Shall we the greatest 
city of Hellas quietly stand by and watch Hellenic freedom being trampled and 
stamped out by a barbaric autocracy from the east? Are we not as free as Homer in 
our minds? 
many  Hear! Hear! 
others He is right! 
Aristagoras  Let us as the leading city of Hellas lead the way for the rest of Hellas! 
Let's do to the Persians what the Persians did to Chroesus! Isn't that just fair? 
a citizen  We have no choice. 
another He is right. We have to start the rebellion and show the way Hellas 
has to choose in order to remain Hellas. 
a sceptic (rises)  Pardon me, Aristagoras, but are you and your friends quite aware 
of what you are doing? How many fighters can Hellas provide against the war 
machines of Persia? We are perhaps ten to a hundred. Even if our rebellion could 
start off well it has to end in complete military defeat and destruction for Hellas. 
many (shouting wild protests) 
sceptic  Just listen for a moment! We still have a certain amount of freedom 
and are allowed to be our own and keep our democratic laws under the 
sovereignty of the Persian great king. What could remain of that after a rebellion? 
We would only lose everything of what little we have. 
Aristagoras    Noble old man, we venerate your silver hairs and your careful 
wisdom, you have seen more wars than any of us, you experienced Peisistratos 
and perhaps knew king Chroesus yourself and all his follies, and you have every 
right to speak. You might even be right. But you are wrong in one point. You 
suggest that all Hellas must perish if the rebellion fails. What then is Hellas? Is it 
just us? Is it just our great city Miletus? Is it just the islands and harbours of Asia? 
No, my friend. It's not that easy for the Persians to get at us. Don't we have all 
Attica and the Pelopponese on the other side of the sea? Don't we have our Doric 
countrymen in the war state of Sparta? Don't we have Athens and her fleets at our 
disposal? Don't we have our Hellenic brothers spread all over the sea from Egypt 
to Massilia? Don't we also have Hellas even further east and north beyond 
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Byzantium? Even if the Persians could crush us and devastate our coast land, like 
they devastated the kingdom of Chroesus in Sardes, they could never crush Sparta 
and Athens on the other side. The Hellenes are everywhere and tougher than all 
the power force of the sea. The Persians stand and fall with one single man, who is 
just a stale figure of empty manners: their pompous great king of hollow airs. My 
view is that we should sacrifice ourselves for Hellas and take the initiative. 
sceptic My friend Aristagoras, you are a brave man. And all who follow you 
are equally brave. I regret though that so many young and brave men have to be 
left for us old people to bury. 
Aristagoras  Enough, old man, that will be the day when it comes. Let's now while 
we are young and just because we are young be the more active! Citizens! Friends! 
What do you say? War or oppression? 
all   Rebellion! Rebellion! 
(The enthusiasm is total, weapons immediately start circulating, and Aristagoras is carried 
around by an enthuasiastic crowd of men on their shoulders. Only the old man remains 
and shakes his head.) 
 
 

Scene 2   Sparta.  At the king's modest hut. 
 
Aristagoras  Greetings, king Cleomenes of Sparta. 
Cleomenes  Save the formalities. What do you want? 
Aristagoras  I just wanted to offer you a gift. 
Cleomenes  Is that the thing you have with you? What is it? 
Aristagoras  It’s the whole world. 
Cleomenes  You are kidding. 
Aristagoras  Not at all. Look. (demonstrates his copper model) Here you have all 
Hellas with Sparta and Athens, Crete and all the islands. Here you see the great 
sea with Libya, Syracuse, Massilia and the pillars of Heracles. And here you see 
Asia. 
Cleomenes (suspects some stratagem) What is your angle, Aristagoras of Miletus? 
Aristagoras  Evidently you are slow of thought, my friend. I did not believe the 
king of Sparta to be so slow in mind. Don’t you know then who I am and what I 
have done? 
Cleomenes  You have deserted the Persians and brought all Hellenes of Asia with 
you in your fall. Consequently the great king of Persia will at least burn down all 
Miletus, the greatest city of all Hellas. 
Aristagoras  Are you a coward like the great king or even more so? 
Cleomenes  Are you provoking me? Get to the point! 
Aristagoras  My friend, I have seen through the Persians, or rather, we have seen 
them through, we Hellenes of Asia. The great king is just a dummy. He is a 
colossus on feet of clay. He will fall by the easiest thrust, if just anyone is brave 
enough to deal it. 
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Cleomenes  Do you imagine yourself to be his superior? 
Aristagoras  Not I, and not all Hellenes of Asia, but you with your Spartans. 
Cleomenes  You have some plan. Reveal it. 
Aristagoras  We Hellenes of Asia are all slaves under the great king, and we have 
been so ever since king Chroesus was overcome. Is it right that free Hellenes 
should be slaves? No, it is unacceptable! That is why we rebelled, and we will not 
surrender, for we are desperate. That’s why we need your help, and no one can 
help us better than Sparta. 
Cleomenes  The plan! The plan! 
Aristagoras  My friend, watch this map of Asia. (shows his copper plate) Closest to us 
are the Lydians inside the country. Their country is fertile and rich in metals. 
There is plenty of space there for many Hellenes. Next to the Lydians are the 
Frygians, who have cattle and fruit plantations in abundance. Their country is the 
richest I know, but it is scarcely populated. Also there will be room and space for 
many future Hellenic generations. East of them are the Cappadocians, and next to 
them are the Cilicians. They pay five hundred talents a year in taxes to the great 
king. Can you imagine such riches? East of them are the Armenians, who have the 
largest herds of cattle in the world. Then there is the Kissic land with the city of 
Susa, where the great king has his treasure deposits. All of this, all this part of the 
world is open to you and your warriors if you just would fancy it, for the great 
king is just a living scarecrow. What do you say? 
Cleomenes  I have to think. 
Aristagoras  No one in the world could resist you and your Spartans. You never 
lost a war. We need you, for we cannot defend ourselves. 
Cleomenes  Just tell me one thing. How far is it to this city of Susa? 
Aristagoras  From our coast through all these countries it is just about three 
months’ travel. 
Cleomenes  Three months’ travel! And there you want to fool me and my 
Spartans? Out of my hut at once! You are a fool! 
Aristagoras  No, my king, you are a fool if you don’t realize, that the honour that 
you neglect will then instead be acquired by someone else. The empire is a swollen 
elephant lying dying in her own vomit! 
Cleomenes  What you suggest is not sensible. I have to think of my people and of 
my position. 
Aristagoras  If you think of your position and allow this opportunity to pass you 
by, you will only lose your position. 
Cleomenes  That’s enough! Leave! 
Aristagoras  The king of Sparta is a coward. 
Cleomenes  Get lost! (drives him out.) Fantasts are not desirable in this country 
where we have trouble enough just surviving. 
Aristagoras  It is more important to live than to survive! The rich and mean try to 
survive with their power and wealth but will only perish. But those who dare to 
fight for Hellas will live even if they die! 
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Cleomenes  Are you still there disturbing the peace? 
His 9-year old daughter    Father, the stranger will succeed in persuading you if you 
don’t leave him. 
Cleomenes  You are right, my daughter. Come. (gets up and leaves with his daughter 
to go into another room.) 
Aristagoras  Go to hell, you blasted poltroon! Go into hiding with your coward 
fears! Even Sparta will be ashamed of you! (leaves) 
 
 

Scen 3.  Athens, the areopagus. 
(Acropolis in the background with basic and primitive fortifications and temples.) 

 
an Athenian  I know who he is. He comes from Sparta. He is a war monger. 
another  But what does he want? 
the first  He wants all Hellas to make war against the Persians. King Cleomenes 
of Sparta sent him packing. 
Aristagoras  But hear me at least, Athenians! 
the first  We know who you are. Why do you want an all-Hellenic suicide war 
against the Persians? 
Aristagoras  The Persians have neither shield nor lance. They have neither helmet 
nor coats of mail. They go to battle dressed in trousers and turbans. No suicidal 
war is possible against them. 
a third Athenian    We have the right to hear what Aristagoras from Miletus has to 
say. 
a fourth  Isn’t Miletus a daughter colony of Athens? 
Aristagoras  Indeed, my friends! We in Miletus are Athenians like you, for our city 
was founded by Athenians, and we are also Ionians like you, unlike the coward 
Dorians of Sparta. It is true that I was driven out of Sparta since king Cleomenes is 
too coward to dare to fight female Persians dressed in cloth. He is too lazy and 
says that Persia is too far away. But to Athenian ships no country is too far away! 
the first   You flatter us, Miletian. What is your point? 
Aristagoras  All Hellenes of Asia were free until Persia defeated Chroesus. Since 
then all Hellenes of Asia have become slaves to the Persians, who only expand and 
tighten their oppression while the Hellenes just humbly give in. This has become 
unbearable at length. That’s why all Hellenic cities of Asia now have rebelled 
against the Persians under the leadership of Miletus. And we now ask all Hellenes 
in the west for help. Sparta has let us down. Mightiest after Sparta is Athens. Does 
Athens serve Sparta, or does Athens consist of free Hellenes? 
ens consist of free Hellenes? 
 consist of free Hellenes? 
the third  We can afford to send Miletus twenty ships. 
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the first  One moment. I dare suggest that our friend Artistagoras here is 
exaggerating. How many of the Hellenic cities of Asia have rebelled against the 
Persian king? Is it more than one? Is there anyone else than Miletus? 
the fourth  My friends, before we reject the war monger Aristagoras like Sparta 
rejected him, let us consider. Didn’t we have enough of the tyranny of the 
Peisistratiians? Didn’t we suffer under Peisistratus and his sons voluntarily for 
forty years, although old Solon so vigorously warned us against him?  
the first  You are like an old Solon yourself. 
the fourth  But Solon was right! He was old and gaga and believed too much in 
the tall tales of the Egyptians about a prehistoric Athens stronger than Atlantis, 
but he was right! We rejected him, like Cleomenes rejected Aristagoras here, and 
therefore we still suffer from the threats of the house of Peisistratus! Didn’t his 
grandson do everything to turn the wrath of the Persians against us, and didn’t 
the Persians outrageously command us to accept that villain for our tyrant? So 
what alternative do we have? Let us be realistic! If we reject the invitation of 
Aristagoras to war against the Persians, we might as well accept the damned 
grandson of Peisistratus that Persian vassal as our tyrant instead. Is that what we 
want? 
realistic! If we reject the invitation of Aristagoras to war against the Persians, we 
might as well accept the damned grandson of Peisistratus that Persian vassal as 
our tyrant instead. Is that what we want? 
all  No! 
the second  We did once and for all reject Peisitratus and chose democracy 
instead. We must stick to that and defend it even against the Persians themselves! 
the fourth  We can only defend our democracy by accepting the invitation of 
Aristagoras. 
the first  You old fox, you are right as usual. No one wants to dispose of our so 
hard acquired democracy. Aristagoras will have our twenty ships. 
the third  If it is true what Aristagoras says, that the Persians can’t really fight, 
we have everything to gain and nothing to lose. 
the first  And what if the Persians can fight. 

(a pause) 
the fourth   In any case we have to assist our daughter colony Miletus. 
all  Yes! Yes! 
(general acclaim, and Aristagoras is carried out in triumph on the shoulders of the men.) 
 
 

Scene 4.  The palace of the great king of Persia. 
(Darius sits alone taking a meal.) 

 
a messenger (enters)  My lord and almighty king, the wild barbarians in the west 
have started a arebellion and burned Sardes. 
Darius (looks up) Who has burned Sardes? 
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Messenger  The Ionians and Athenians, but it is your governor of Miletus, 
Aristagoras, who started the rebellion. 
Darius  The Ionians will probably have all their cities burned for their visit, 
but who are the Athenians? 
Messenger   They live in the other country in the city of Athens in the land of 
Attica. 
Darius  Good. Send the Miletian Histiaius in to me.   
messenger  Yes, my lord. (leaves) 
Darius (takes his bow, loads it with an arrow and shoots it straight up into the ceiling.)
 O God, give me revenge on the Athenians! (enter Histiaius.)    
          Histiaius, I just heard that your countryman and governor, your friend 
Aristagoras, in whose care you left Miletus has made rebellion against me. Did 
you have any intention in giving him the governorship when I brought you here? 
Histiaius  My lord king, I only thought well of him. If he has done such a thing it 
is entirely on his own responsibility, but I find it difficult to believe. I suspect that 
you have been subject to a deception. No Hellene would be mad enough to would 
rebel against the Persians on his own accord, since only the Persians rule the 
whole world. 
Darius  I thought so too, but now apparently someone is here to dispute it. So 
you know nothing about it? 
Histiaius  Absolutely nothing. The Hellenes would only lose everything in a 
rebellion and gain nothing, for everyone knows that no one could resist the 
Persian horsemen and war machines. 
Darius (to a servant by the table) My friend, every time you serve me food, would 
you please tell me: "Lord, remember the Athenians." Could you remember that? 
Servant  Yes, lord. "Lord, remember the Athenians." 
Darius  Yes, every time you serve me food. Well, Histiaius, what do you 
suggest that we do about it? It concerns your countrymen. 
Histiaius  I suggest that we first of all find out the truth. I suggest that you send 
me to Miletus, and I will carefully find out everything that has occurred in the 
camp of the Hellenes. 
Darius  Yes, since you know their impossible language. Run along then. 
Histiaius (happy and eager)  Yes, my lord. 
Darius  But remember one thing! 
Histiaius  Yes, my lord? 
Darius (firmly)  Come back! 
Histiaius  Yes, my lord. (disappears) 
Darius (to himself)  He will never come back. 
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Scene 5.  Sardes. Palace of the governor. 

 
 Artaphrenes   Greetings, Histiaius, thou true friend of the great king! 
Histiaius (bows politely but coolly)  Greetings, Artaphrenes, the great king's governor 
of Sardes. 
Artaphrenes    I presume the great king sent you? 
Histiaios  Yes, he has asked me to investigate the reasons for the rebellion. 
Artaphrenes   You are a Greek and know the damned language. Well, what do you 
think is the cause of this madness of the Greeks? The poor sailors have broken 
loose on the city and burned down all the houses of innocent people and then 
massacred themselves against our walls. 
Histiaius  The only cause of the rebellion was the now escaped Aristagoras of 
Miletus. 
Artaphrenes   Yes. That is why we burned all Miletus. Nothing remains now of the 
greatest and richest city of the Hellenes. So much for their effort. And the brave 
general Aristagoras fled to save his life as a coward to end up dead in Thrace. May 
all rebels and traitors end up like that! Repeat after me! 
Histiaius  You sound like Chroesus. 
Artaphrenes   Who was Chroesus? 
Histiaius  He was king of this city before his realm was annihilated by the 
Persians. 
Artaphrenes   You seem to have preferred him to us Persians. Your conclusion that 
Aristagoras would have led the rebellion is not very wise or new either. The great 
king knew that from the start. Weren't you the one who advised the great king to 
make Aristagoras governor of Miletus? 
Histiaius  I only thought the best of Aristagoras. 
Artaphrenes   I rather think, Histiaius, that you made the shoe and that Aristagoras 
put it on. 
Histiaius  I am trusted by the great king. 
Artaphrenes   Only he protects you. All your Hellenes were also trusted by the 
great king until they made rebellion led by your candidate Aristagoras. Where do 
you intend to go now? 
Histiaius  Back to the great king. 
Artaphrenes   You had better, if you want to keep your life and if you want to avoid 
having all the rest of the Hellenic cities of Asia being burned up by Persian wrath 
as well. (leaves) 
Histiaius  You can burn our cities, but you can never burn the sea, which is the 
element of us Hellenes and over which we always will return. You can kill us and 
geld our children, but you can never put down our spirit, while we can topple 
your world empire forever by just a small simple push. For Aristagoras was right. 
You follow just a vain tyrant, while we follow the free poetry art, which never can 
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be subdued, for the word is more powerful than all the horsemen and machines in 
the world.  
       That’s why I will not go back to Darius but back to my own people the 
Hellenes. If the Persians will try to stop me, they will have to come across the sea 
after me and fight at Marathon and Salamis, if they dare. (leaves) 
 
 

Scene 6.  Palace of Darius. 
 
Darius  Yes, what is it? 
servant  The governor Artaphrenes of Sardes and Harpagos are reporting. 
Darius  Have they any news of the war? Do they know anything about 
Histiaius? 
servant  So it seems, my lord king. 
Darius  Bring them in at once. (enter Artaphrenes and Harpagos, falling on their 
knees and bowing their heads to the great king. Harpagos brings a big bundle wrapped up.) 
 What can you tell me about the war? 
Artaphrenes  The rebellion is quenched. Miletus is no more, and all the other Greek 
cities by the coast are subdued. We have burned Byzantium, looted all the cities on 
the Hellespont, conquered Chios, Lesbos and Tenedos, hunted all their people 
down, and the prettiest boys all along the coast we turned into eunuchs, and the 
prettiest girls we dragged here as slaves. 
Darius  And Histiaius? 
Harpagos  We caught him when he alone remained after the battle of Marlene 
when all his countrymen had fled. 
Darius  Where is he now? 
Harpagos (opens his bundle which contains a bloody head) Here. 
Darius  Why did you kill him? He was my friend! You should have brought 
him to me alive! 
Artaphrenes  Just to avoid the risk of any new influence of him on you, we decided 
to kill him. 
Darius  He alone could have accomplished peace between us and the 
Hellenes! He knew both languages and both our peoples! Now we will never have 
any solution to the problem! My son will inherit the war, and that incompetent 
fool will lose it! Chicken brains! 
Artaphrenes  We did what we considered safest. 
Darius  You idiot! Violence is always the worst solution and always strikes the 
innocent! 
Harpagos  Histiaius of Miletus was still a traitor. 
Darius  Says the one who committed the treason against Persia of killing him! 
He was my and the benefactor of all Persia! There are no traitors except fools like 
you! Get lost, and never show yourselves again to my eyes! 
Artaphrenes (to Harpagos)  He seems to be angry. 
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Harpagos (to Artaphrenes)  I took him alive, but you killed him. 
Darius  Get lost, I said! 

(Artaphrenes and Harpagos leave in great dismay.) 
         Hellas, we have burnt your cities, gelded your youths, ravished your virgins, 
brought down your temples and depopulated your islands! And this severed, 
lonesome wise head (holding up Histiaius´ head) once told me: ”Do you know, my 
king, why the Persians make trouble with the Hellenes? Just because the Hellenes 
are Hellenes while the Persians are not.” And we never can be either, especially 
not when we murder those who have the good will to try to teach us how to be. 
Never forgive us, o Histiaius! 
 
 

Act II  Scene 1.  Athens, the areopagus. Acropolis like before. 
 
1st Athenian   My friends, we have not had the same luck this time as before. The 
fleet of the Persians has this time not perished by storms around Athos, 
Mardonios does no longer lead the Persians to hell, instead they are led by the 
great king’s nephew Artaphrenes and the able Datis, they have landed in Attica, 
and they have already taken and destroyed Eretria. Something has to be done. 
Miltiades  The Persians would never have got that far if the Hellenes had not 
helped them. 
The other  You are right, Miltiades, son of Cimon. Hippias himself, the son of 
Peisistratus, is helping the Persians against his own fatherland. 
Miltiades  Athens will never make it alone against the Persians. We must have 
support. 
The third  Who could support us except the gods? 
Miltiades  The Spartans. 
The first  Miltiades is right. We have to send a messenger to Sparta. 
Miltiades  We must send him at once, and he must run fast. 
The other  There is no one faster than Philippides. 
The first  Is Philippides here? 
Philippides (young, alert and fit) I am willing. What do I tell the Spartans? 
The first  King Cleomenes is no more, he has killed himself, so you don’t have 
to be humble and mask your words. Tell them as it is. The oldest city of Hellas is 
threatened by the Persians, and we ask for help for defending Hellas. Tell them 
that the Persians already have taken and ruined Eretria. 
The third  In Sparta they might feel offended by our calling ourselves the oldest 
city of Hellas. 
the first But that’s what we are. 
The third  Yes, but the Dorians can’t stand hearing such things. 
The first  Very well then, Philippides, just tell them then that the nine thousand 
year old Athens is threatened by the Persians. 
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Miltiades  Shouldn’t he then also tell the entire yarn of Solon about Atlantis to 
the Spartans while he is at it, so they will have something to laugh at and send 
Philippides back to Athens with a fool’s sceptre for us? No, let’s be sensible and 
for once forget all myths! There is a war on now! Tell them, Philippides, that the 
Persians have landed in Hellas, levelled Eretria with the ground and are now 
threatening Athens and that the future of Hellas demands the urgent help of the 
Spartans. 
The first  Yes, that’s enough. Tell them, Philippides. 
Miltiades  The legends of the past we’ll examine more closely in the future when 
also this war has transcended into legends of the past. 
The third  Run along, Philippides, and make haste! 
Philippides  I am running. (runs along) 
 
 

Scene 2.  Sparta. 
 
Spartan 1  Here comes a fast runner. He looks like an Athenian. 
Spartan 2  Then it’s some vital business. Athenians don’t run for nothing. 
Philippides (enters sweaty and worn out) The Persians have landed in Attica and 
taken Eretria. Athens asks for help. 
Spartan 2  Would we help Athens? 
Philippides  The Persians are threatening all Hellas. You are called on for the 
rescue of Hellas. 
Spartan 1  So we must send some help. 
Spartan 2  Wait a moment. Let the Athenians and Persians destroy each other. 
Then we can send some help when the Athenians aren’t so cocky any more. If we 
are lucky there will then be no Athenians or Persians left in Hellas. 
Spartan 1  But what if the Persians prevail? It will then be more difficult to defeat 
the Persians than if we fight them on the side of the Athenians. 
Spartan 3 (old) We can’t send any help now. It’s against our law. It’s the ninth of 
the month today, but we don’t have the full moon yet. We have to wait for the full 
moon. 
Philippides  Shall I tell that to the Athenians? 
Spartan 3  Yes, tell them that we will come as soon as there is the full moon. 
(Philippides runs along.) 
Spartan 1  What chances do the Athenians really stand against the Persians? 
Spartan 3  Like all Ionians the Athenians are a harmless people of merchants, 
dreamers and philosophers. They are only good for peace. When they fight they 
do it awkwardly and self-destructively. Their only hope is what help they 
eventually could have from Plataiai. 
Spartan 1  Don’t they have some number of gods to help them? 
Spartan 3  The help of a new god would be required in that case. 
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Scene 3.  Athens. 

The Areopagus like before.  
Enter Philippides who is surrounded by eager Athenians. 

 
Athenians    Well, what about Sparta? Will they send support? How many men? 
When will they come? 
Philippides  Athenians, there will be no help from Sparta. 
Athenians (upset) No help from Sparta? 
Philippides  Their law commands they have to wait for the new moon. Then they 
will come. 
Athenians  Then it will be too late! 
Philippides  I have another message as well though. 
Athenians  Tell us! 
Philippides  When I ran across the mount of Parthenion I happened above Tegea 
to meet the god Pan. I clearly recognized him with horns and goatlegs and 
everything. He called me out, and I stopped. He asked me plainly why we in 
Athens didn’t care for him although he was on our side. I promised him to ask 
you about it. He then promised to always support us for all times. 
An old Athenian  That is good news! 
others  Let’s immediately bring sacrifices to Pan! 
Miltiades  Yes, let us party to the glory of Pan tonight, but then we have to make 
some strategy. So we stand alone with the Plataians against the invincible 
Persians. Shall we attack them or surrender to them? My vote is for attack! 
An old general   The Persians have taken a position at Marathon, which is good for 
their order of battle. They have all the advantages on their side. I vore for 
surrender and peace. 
A third  I vote with Miltiades for attack! Or else we will have tyranny here 
again, and that’s worse than all defeats in the world! 
A fourth  We stand no chance without the support of the Spartans. An attack 
would be sheer suicide. Rather life under the Persians than no life at all. Let’s 
surrender! 
A fifth   With the Plataians we have a chance if we make flanks that could 
attack the Persians sideways. The Plataians could then form the left flank. Attack 
is our only chance for a life in the future! 
A sixth  You just make fancies drunk as you are by our runner’s tall tales 
about Pan. If we get drunk tonight to the glory of Pan we can’t fight tomorrow. I 
vote for surrendering at once. 
Callimachos (old polemark)   Generals, your views seem to outweigh each other. So I 
will have to make the decision vote. I vote for… 
Miltiades Just a moment, Callimachos, consider! Just because you have the 
casting vote you should carefully consider your responsibility. All the future and 
destiny of Athens and perhaps of all Hellas then depends on you. You can give us 
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freedom, and you can give us the eternal slavery of death. If we don’t attack, 
Athens will be enslaved and never have any importance any more. If we attack we 
have the chance though to prevail, but only if we attack without hesitating. 
Without the help of Sparta we then have the possibility to secure for ourselves the 
position of the irrevocably foremost state of Hellas. You alone can give us a 
glorious future. It’s better to conquer and die than to just die without any chance 
of victory. What do you choose? 
Callimachos  Miltiades, son of Cimon, even without your speech I would have 
chosen victory. We have to attack. 
Miltiades  To Marathon!  

(All follow him with arms of noise and enthusiastic discussions.) 
 
 

Scene 4.  Marathon. 
 
Hippias  So here we have come. Our formation is perfect, our Persian army is 
invincible, and we have all geographical advantages on our side. The Hellenes will 
never dare to attack us, and if they do there will only be chaos along their lines, 
All we have to do is to scatter all loose Hellenic crowds to the wind and march 
straight on Athens. 
        My father was king there, Artaphrenes, but his sons were driven out from 
there by the unruly merchants. I always swore to return as a tyrant in my father's 
place, and now I see my dreams coming true. I will be a good obedient king under 
your uncle the great king, Artaphrenes. 
Artaphrenes   You are then sure of securing a victory? 
Hippias  Sparta has let Athens down as usual. And tonight I had a dream. I 
dreamt that I was sleeping with my mother again, and my mother is Athens. So I 
will be king again in my own city before the end of this day. 
(has suddenly a terrible fit of sneezing. Then he has an attack of coughing.) 
Artaphrenes (pounds his back) Have you caught a cold, noble Hippias? 
Hippias (between the coughs) Don't pound me so hard! You make my teeth rattle in 
my mouth! (loses a tooth which drops on the ground) Damn! There I lost another 
tooth! 
Artaphrenes   Don't bother.  
Hippias  But I don 't have many teeth left. I must find it! (searches on the ground) 
Artaphrenes   It will be difficult to find here among the stones in the sand. 
Hippias (searches desperately) 
Artaphrenes   But it was just a loose tooth. 
Hippias (sighs deeply) I cannot find it. I am sorry, Artaphrenes, but this country is 
not ours, and we shall never be able to obtain it, for such a large part of this 
country which was mine from the beginning has already been obtained by my 
tooth. It rests now with my mother, and I will never be able to obtain it myself.  
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Artaphrenes   These superstitious Athenian dreamers! (Shrugs his shoulders and 
leaves annoyed. Hippias keeps searching for his tooth in vain.) 
Artaphrenes (outside) The Athenians are attacking! Mount your horses! 
 
 

Scene 5.  In the heat of the battle. 
 
Miltiades  We have won the day, Philippides! It was a hard fight and many are 
fallen, but ours is the victory! We have taken seven ships, but the Persians 
managed to escape on the others, and they are now sailing towards Sunion against 
Athens! Hurry and make speed at once to Athens and tell them that we have won, 
or else they might believe that perhaps the Persians have won! You must get there 
before the Persians! We will follow you and prevent the Persians from landing at 
Pireus, but you run straight to Athens and tell them about our victory! 
ell them about our victory! 
ll them about our victory! 
Philippides  I am running. (runs off) 
Miltiades  A Ionian town of sailors and merchants has defeated the Persian 
empire! May the great king quake in his armoured hall to the first palpable death 
throes of his empire, prophesied already by Aristagoras! Miletus, the grief over 
your destruction is inconsolable, but now you are at least to some extent 
temporarily avenged! 
 
 

Scene 6.  Athens. 
  
Aristides  No. Themistokles, you are wrong. Our victory at Marathon proves 
clearly that our greatest possibilities at war are in the force of the attacking 
infantry. 
Themistokles   Good Aristides, you are the highest respected man of Athens 
concerning righteousness, but when it comes to war your intelligence is in your 
tail. You would be right concerning Spartans, but we Athenians are a completely 
dfifferent kind. The battle of Marathon was a stroke of luck which only succeeded 
by the poor Miltiades' glorious initiative. But the Athenian common sense and 
experience tells us, that we have to wage on the sea. We have to build ships, ships 
and more ships, even if it would cost us our last forests, as long as the Persians 
keep threatening us. The great Darius has sworn revenge for his losses at 
Marathon, and we have the greatest attacking army in the world to expect a visit 
of. If we succeed in deterring the Persians from attacking us by sea, where we are 
superior, they must send their armies by land along difficult and endless roads 
and into our narrow valleys and passes, where we more easily could encircle and 
shatter a superior Persian power than out on the open sea.   
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Aristides  Says you, and still give seventy ships away for nothing to Miltiades, 
which he then squanders in a suicide attack on Paros, which he can't even 
vanquish. 
Themistokles  He demanded these seventy ships as a reward for his victory at 
Marathon, and we presumed he would use them for something sensible. 
Xantippos  Well, gentlemen, we can now give him his reward, for he has returnd. 
Themistokles   Has Miltiades returned? 
Xantippos  Yes, in a miserable condition, defeated, without a navy and with 
gangrene in his thigh. 
Themistokles  Shall vi ostracise him, sentence him to death for treason or charge 
him with heavy fines? 
Xantippos  Ostracism is hardly efficient in his case, for he will die within a 
month. Therefore it would also be foolish to sentence him to death. But if we 
charge him with heavy fines, his son Cimon will later be able to pay them. 
Aristides  I suggest fifty talents. 
Themistokles   Fifty talents are suggested. I find that a fair price for so many 
squandered ships. 
An Athenian    But he did give us the victory at Marathon and also the island of 
Lemnos! 
Xantippos  If only he had contented himself with that! By Heracles, what was he 
doing at Paros with seventy ships of ours ruined for nothing and himself seriously 
injured for life into the bargain! Had he saved his life and the seventy ships for us 
instead of squandering them, he would never have had to pay for it. But if a 
leading Athenian like Miltiades acts like such a fool he must pay for what his folly 
has cost the rest of us! 
Themistokles   Fifty talents then? 
Xantippos  Fifty talents. 
Aristides (after having discussed the matter with another person aside) My friends, I just 
heard that our greatly praised Miltiades unfortunately quite recently has left us as 
the result of gangrene. His son Cimon however is willing to pay his father's fines. 
Cimon  I wish to serve my free Athens like my father served her, but then I 
will also make things right for my father. 
Themistokles  Welcome then, Cimon, to shoulder your father's burden! 
(shakes his hand cordially, and everyone welcomes him heartily to the Areopagus.) 
 
 

Act III  Scene 1.  The great king's palace at Susa. 
 
Xerxes  Let’s march now against Egypt! It’s the Egyptian dogs that first 
rebelled against my father! They must be punished first! 
Mardonios  But, my lord king, it was the Athenians who brought your father to 
his grave. 
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Xerxes  But the Egyptians started! Egypt comes first! Egypt is richest and most 
important! 
Mardonios  My lord king, do you then intend to spare the Athenians, who caused 
the Persians so much harm and Asia so much misery? 
Xerxes  The Athenians can wait. They live so far away, and they are not in 
Asia now. My father quenched the rebellion even if it cost his life. But Egypt has 
not yet been quenched. 
Mardonios  But the presumption of the Athenians is greater, and Europe is a land 
of the future. Chastize Egypt first, you will subdue it easily as a flea, for the 
Egyptians are obseqious superstitious weaklings, while Hellas presents a 
challenge. 
Xerxes (smiling) You said something there. I will subdue Egypt as easily as a flea. 
But is then the greatest and most pompous great king of all ages of Persia made to 
just catch fleas? 
Mardonios  The humiliations and dishonour of the Persians in Hellas call for 
revenge, and revenge is the most sacred of all duties. Also my lord king has today 
all advantages on his side. Many princes of Hellas want to help the Persians agaist 
the intolerable upstart Athens. 
Xerxes  Who wants to help me besides the exiled tyrant descendants of 
Athens? 
Mardonios  The Alevadians of Thessaly among others. I happen to know that one 
of their prophets is standing here outside waiting to be able to prophesy for you. 
Xerxes  Who is it? 
Mardonios  Onomacritus of Athens. 
Xerxes        An Athenian then? Are you sure he hasn’t been sent here to cheat me? 
Mardonios  He is exiled from Athens himself both by the Athenians and by the 
Athenian tyrants the peisistratians. So he is absolutely objective. 
Xerxes  Bring him in. 
Mardonios (loud) Bring in Onomacritus of Athens! (Onomacritus is brought in.) 
Xerxes  What have you got to say to me, Athenian prophet? 
Onomacritus     Destiny has ordered that a Persian will build a bridge across the 
Hellespont. 
Xerxes  That's me! That's my dream exactly: to unite all Europe with my 
kingdom by a gigantic indestructible bridge across the Hellespont! You are a wise 
man, Onomacritus of Athens! I would also like to hear though the opinion of 
common sense about this enterprise and not just that of Athenian renegades. 
(turns brusquely on Onomacritus) I know very well, Onomacritus, that you were 
exiled from Athens for having manipulated the oracular verses and only spoke 
what would please your listeners. I also know that the peisistratians use you only 
becausee you flatter them with your verses. But you can't fool me! You heard from 
someone else that I wished to build a bridge across the Hellespont! 
Onomacritos Your father could not subdue the Hellenes. If you can't do it either, no 
one will be able to. 
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Xerxes  My father certainly could subdue the Hellenes! He was just not 
allowed to live long enough! 
Onomacritus  He had a stroke when he did not succeed in subduing the Hellenes 
and the Egyptians when they at the same time made rebellion. If you can't 
vanquish the Hellenes, you will neither be able to vanquish the Egyptians. 
Xerxes  My friend, you practically force me to vanquish the Greeks. The 
Egyptians are fleas, but the Hellenes are lice! Such vermin exists to be extirpated, 
even if I have to chastize the sea to reach it! We must destroy your Athens! That 
will be the reward for your prophecies, Athenian prophet! Get him out! Bring on 
the others! 

(Onomacritus is brought out. Persian chiefs are brought in.) 
          Noble Persian knights and generals! I am not a man of vanity. I don’t intend 
to brag to you about impending projects or to impress you with my plans, and I 
haven’t called you here to introduce new customs, but I do this from tradition. 
Before me my fathers and forefathers Cyrus, Cambyses and Darius have chastised 
and subdued alien people and countries in a consistent process of expansion, 
which it is my duty to continue. Is not the meaning of history to constantly surpass 
its own course? We might have the mightiest task of history ahead of us which 
then never will be surpassed. Therefore I will now tell you what I plan to do. I will 
bring the greatestg army of history against Europe, build a bridge across the 
Hellespont, chastize the Hellenes, conquer Hellas, burn Athens and thus bring all 
Europe under Persia forever. Tell me, isn’t this a task worthy enough of me? 
Artabanos (cautiously)  What does my lord king intend to gain by this? 
Xerxes  The whole world! If we only vanquish the Hellenes we will then have 
no enemy left in the world and meet no resistance anywhere! I intend to 
implement the only consistent universal monarchy in history! And it is my duty to 
do so! For didn’t the Hellens burn Sardes for us? Haven’t they fallen away and 
made rebellion all along the coast? And haven’t they grossly wronged us in the 
battle of Marathon? 
Artabanos  Pardon me for speaking, my lord king, but Hellas is a barren land of 
only stones and rocks and mountains, and there is nothing for us to find or get 
there except stones and rocks and mountains and an impossible and crazy people 
to deal with on top of that. 
Mardonios  Just because the Hellenes are so impossible and crazy we have to 
chastize them! Didn’t we chastize the Assyrians and the Babylonians and the 
Ethiopians and Indians, and would we then allow the Hellenes to continue living 
in outrageous liberty?   
Xerxes  Are you afraid of the Hellenes, Artabanos?  
Artabanos  O king, I am your uncle and an older man than you.  I have learned 
from the examples of  your fathers and your forefathers, that the only mistake they 
ever committed, and the only instance where everything did not succeed for them, 
was when they underestimated and despized their enemies.  You now plan to 
send out the world’s greatest army against a country over which you don’t even 
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have a map. You intend to build a bridge across a sea. Will you also send the 
world’s greatest navy across a sea of shallows crowded with Hellenic pirates 
where previous Persian navies always went lost by lack of knowledge of the 
Hellenic archipelago with its capricious storms and dangerous waters? 
Xerxes  Artabanos, you are afraid of the Hellenes. 
Mardonios  I have made war myself in Hellas and am the only one of us who has 
done so. I came all the way to Macedonia and almost down to Athens without any 
single Hellene standing in the way to fight me.  
Artabanos  It’s seven days’ journey from Macedonioa to Athens, and there are no 
Hellenes to encounter on the way until south of Macedonia. 
Mardonios  The Hellenes are according to my experience completely unfit for battle. 
They are only good for quarrelling and fighting amongst themselves. They have 
constant civil wars between themselves, they fight them until all the fighting parties 
are dead, like they did by Ilion for ten years without any other result than nine tenths 
of all fighters being stone dead; but if these warlike Hellenes see a single Persian they 
run away.  
Artabanos  They didn’t at Marathon. 
Mardonios  That’s the only exception, and it must be avenged! 
Xerxes  You took the word out of my mouth. 
Mardonios  The more you study and learn from the way of the Hellenes, the more 
you are astonished by their stupidity. Whatever they did, they only acted stupidly. 
In their great rebellion in their cities along our coasts, they only got all their cities 
burned and sacked. That’s what they are asking for also in Athens. 
Xerxes  And if we march there with the greatest army and greatest fleet in the 
world we will level even the mountains with the ground and drown all their 
impeding islands into the sea! 
Mardonios  That’s the spirit! 
Artabanos  My nephew, this is madness. Like I warned your father against his 
presumptuous campaign against the Scythians, from which he barely returned 
with great losses, so I warn you against this adventurous campaign against a 
country and people of which you know nothing. You certainly despise them, but 
contempt of people comes only from stupidity and ignorance. 
Xerxes  Do you mean, Artabanos, that I am stupid and ignorant? 
Artabanos  No, you are not, but Mardonios is, who wants to launch you into a 
high gamble about Hellas after he lost it himself. 
Mardonios  Artabanos, you are a cowardly fool. 
Artabanos  Neiher you nor I can decide that but the future. 
Xerxes  So the future will decide! But that will only be possible if we really 
march against Hellas. So we march against Hellas! Your own dissuasion, uncle 
Artabanos, has settled the matter. May you for your cowardice stay here in Susa 
while we march against Hellas. You may then here in peace and quiet try to prove 
that you are not a coward! 
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Artabanos  If you return after the campaign as the conquerors of Europe, then 
you may kill my children and myself for the sake of my cowardice. But if I was 
proven right, Mardonios, and you return without an army and without ships, may 
your children be butchered and you along with them for the sake of your poor 
judgement. 
Xerxes  That’s fair! Artabanos, may it be exactly as you have predicted! 
Mardonios! To Hellas! And may all Asia be mobilized so that we may flatten out 
all Hellas with all its mountains and rebellious idiots indeed! Hellas and Athens 
will have their names deleted from history! Instead it will remember Xerxes the 
better forever as the only successful creator of the only consistent universal 
monarchy! 
Artabanos  Great words, my lord king. The most dangerous weapons of the 
Hellenes are two small words of greater weight. 
Xerxes  What could be greater than Xerxes? 
Artabanos  Nemesis and katharsis. 
Xerxes  What’s that? 
Artabanos  The result of hubris. 
Xerxes  What is hubris? 
Artabanos  Xerxes. 
Xerxes (shrugs his shoulders) He speaks in riddles. 
Mardonios   He is old. 
Xerxes  I dare say he is. 
(Mardonios and Xerxes separate from Xerxes and leave.) 
Artabanos  He is old indeed, but that’s just why he knows more about eternity 
and the inescapable laws of its inevitable timelessness than you do, poor stolid 
crackbrains. (leaves) 
 
 

Scene 2.  At the Hellespont. 
(enter Xerxes with retinue. Pythius falls down before him.) 

 
Pytius  Greetings, great king Xerxes, superior ruler of all the world! 
Xerxes (to own)  Who is this fool? 
Mardonios  Pytius, son of Atys, after you the richest man in the world. 
Xerxes  What do you want with me, Pytius son of Atys? 
Pytius  I want to help you to become the most splendid great king in the 
history of the world. I want to give you everything I own in taxes for your heroic 
campaign. 
Xerxes  What do you own? 
Pytius  Only two thousand talents in silver and four million dareiks in gold. 
Xerxes (to Mardonios) A considerable fortune! (to Pytius) But what will you be 
living on yourself? 
Pytius  My land domains give me enough to supply my entire family. 
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Xerxes  My friend, you are the first man in the world to my knowledge who 
voluntarily wants to pay taxes. For this you should be rewarded. Keep your 
fortunes, and I will myself add to them. All I ask of you is the following. Always 
remain as you are now, and you will always fare well as long as I live. 
Pytius (submissively) Anything to please the eternally splendid king.  
Xerxes  How is now the work getting on with my mighty bridge? 
Mardonios  My lord king, the mighty bridge will soon be quite ready. The 
bridgeheads of the Phoenicians and the Egyptians will soon meet in the middle of 
the Hellespont. 
Xerxes  A glorious work of engineering, a technical wonder of the world, this 
bridge will be a glorious memory of me for all ages which forever will make 
Europe Persian and Asiatic. (sudden gales) But what is this? What’s happening, 
Mardonios? 
Mardonios  Sudden hard winds from the north. Nothing to bother about, lord 
great king. Just  a trifle. 
Xerxes  But look at the water! It is whipped by the wind and transformed into 
a boiling inferno of white frothing wild animals, who all wreak themselves against 
my unsurpassed bridge! What is the meaning of this, Mardonios?  
Mardonios  Just a weather change, my lord king, nothing else.  
Xerxes  But look! My engineers are flying from the bridges, and the sea is 
wreaking against them from all sides to tear them apart! No! Look! The ropes are 
giving in! The bridges are bursting! Alas, no! Alas, no! Alas, no! They are floating 
away with the whirls of the current! 
Mardonios  I am afraid, lord great king, that all that remains of your mighty 
bridges is some driftwood floating straight out into the sea. 
Xerxes  The sea shall pay for this! You don’t pull the legs like this of the great 
king Xerxes! O sea, you are laughing at me, but you will regret it!  Get me my 
executioners and legislators! 
Pytius  Alas, lord, what a terrible disaster! (Mardonios leaves.) 
Xerxes  Just a trifle, as Mardonios said. We will build new bridges. But first 
we must chastize the sea! (Mardonios returns with awesome executioners and 
legislators.)  
 You there! Punish at once the vast waters of the Hellespont with three 
hundred lashes! And lash thoroughly and deeply, so that the waves of the river 
will feel that they are alive! And you there! Go down to the beach at once and 
brand the waves by scorching spits! They must be glowing white! Thus shall the 
Hellespont be branded and marked for slavery, so that it will forever be bound to 
me in slavery and subordination! And you there! I want the two greatest, longest 
and heaviest shackles of iron in existence to be lowered down into the Hellespont, 
so that it never again may rise against me! Do as I command! (The executioners etc. 
slouch along.) 
 You bitter insidious water, this unheard of punishment is bestowed 
on you since you so cruelly have offended him without having suffered any 
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wrong. There is nothing wrong with my logic at least. And your lord Xerxes shall 
march across you with or against your will! And it is just and in order that no one 
will offer you any sacrifice, since you are such an insolent and dirty river which 
even only brings salt water! You are worthless as a river, you lousy Hellespont, 
which now and forever is bent in thralldom under me! 
 Let the engineers start building new bridges at once! 
 But what is this now? (a solar eclipse) Who dares to have the insolence 
of shutting out the light of the sun in the middle of the day? Bring him to me, and I 
will hamstrung him! 
Mardonios  My lord, it’s a sign of the heaven. The moon has stepped into the way 
of the sun. It happens sometimes. 
Xerxes  But it must not happen now, just as I am ready to cross the 
Hellespont! It is sheer sabotage! 
Mardonios  No, my lord, it’s just a good sign for you. For the sun is the god of the 
Hellenes, but our god is the moon, and the moon’s victory over the light naturally 
signifies the Persian extermination of the Hellenes. 
Xerxes  Well spoken, my good Mardonios! You are truly a man of honour and 
righteousness! (enter Pytius again in humility.) Yes, what do you want, you wealthy 
Pytius? 
Pytius  Noble lord, I have a prayer for you. 
Xerxes  What do you still want to give me? You wanted to give me everything 
and have now also offered me a lucky solar eclipse. What more can you offer me? 
Pytius  Lord, I have five sons who all will follow you and fight for you in 
Hellas. Perhaps they will give your lives for you. Therefore I beg of you, splendid  
ruler, that one of them, the youngest, may stay at home with me, so that at least 
one of them may preserve his life. 
Xerxes  Do you want to keep one of your sons away from me, you villain? 
Didn’t I command you to please me only? Now you have undone all the good 
impression you made on me from the beginning! Do you claim that all serving 
under me must perish in Helleas, since you don’t count on any of your sons 
serving me will be able to survive? Get lost, man! You have had a sunstroke! You 
must be punished for this! Mardonios, go at once and get this man’s youngest son! 
That very son shall be partitioned in two parts, and one part shall be laid on the 
left side of the road and the other on the right side. And thus my entire army shall 
march through the dead body of your son for the sake of your insolence. Isn’t that 
fair? 
Mardonios  It is fair indeed. 
Pytius (on his knees) Mercy, my lord, mercy! Sacrifice all my four other sons, but 
spare him! 
Xerxes  Why would I then sacrifice the others? 
Pytius  You will do that anyway in Hellas. 
Xerxes  Out of my way, you calamitous humbug! Your youngest son shall be 
partitioned! 
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(They break it up and leave Pytius crying alone.) 
Pytius  A solar eclipse could only mean tears and misery, catastrophes and 
world disasters, but the misfortune striking me by Xerxes is worse than all the 
disasters that will befall Xerxes and his army in Hellas.  
Artabanos (enters) Pytius, why are you crying? 
Pytius (pulling himself together)  Alas, my lord, watch all this splendour! All Asia is 
marching against Hellas, Persians, Medes, Assyrians. Bactrians, Scythians, Indians, 
Arians, Armenians, Arabs, Ethiopians, Libyans, Syrians and even Ionians take part 
in the greatest army in the world to crush Hellenic liberty, and with them the 
greatest navy in the world sets out to lay the Hellenic archipelago in perpetual 
thralldom. What splendour! What glory! What immeasurable grandeur! And still 
not one of all these splendid warriors will exist in a hundred years. This gigantic 
army is just a puff of air which will vanish like a withered leaf. 
Artabanos  You speak truthfully, Greek philosopher, and I tried in vain to avert 
all this empty show. I agreed to follow my nephew here but not any further. From 
here I will turn back to Susa to then when the day comes console a returning 
beaten army and a dishonoured Xerxes without any clothes left on his body. 
Xerxes (returns) Uncle, are you here? 
Artabanos  My nephew, one last time I implore you to refrain from sending all 
these hundreds of thousands of men to their death. 
Xerxes  Uncle, you are mad. 
Artabanos  My nephew, don’t you see that the larger your army, the more 
vulnerable it will be in a land that is totally alien? Your navy is so great that it will 
never find any protection in any harbour, for around this sea all harbours are 
small. And your army is so vast that it will never be able to squeeze into the 
narrow Greek passes or on the small roads of the country through risky valleys 
and across dangerous mountains where it can only meet with sufferings of no end. 
Turn back home, o Xerxes, before it is too late! 
Xerxes  Pytius, get me Demaretus from Sparta. 
Pytius  What about my son? 
Xerxes  He has already been partitioned. Bring Demaretus here! 
Pytius  His brothers will never forgive us. (leaves) 
Artabanos  Who is Demaretus? 
Xerxes  A Hellenic deserter. He was king of Sparta but was driven into exile 
by his own co-regent Cleomenes, who later in the Hellenic way went crazy and 
killed himself by personally carving out his flesh of his body. – Here is now 
Demaretus. 
Demaretos  What do you want of me, great king? 
Xerxes  Tell me honestly, Demaretus, to me and my uncle here, how great 
chances do the Hellenes stand against us? 
Demaretus  Shall I answer truthfully or just how it would please you? 
Artabanos  Tell us the truth. 
Demaretus  Does Xerxes promise not to harm me if I tell the truth? 
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Artabanos  I am a witness that he will not harm you whatever you say. 
Demaretus  Very well, my king, then you and your uncle shall hear the truth. 
Hellas is a poor country, and the Hellenes are a poor people. They have always 
been so, and they will always remain so. The Persians on the other hand are a rich 
people, and their country is the richest in the world. This is a condition though 
that will not last forever. 
Xerxes  You are not answering my question. 
Demaretus  Your patience is already running short, my king, although you 
haven’t even seen Hellas yet. Let me speak to the point. The poverty of the 
Hellenes has hardened them. The Persians have each one a thousand mistresses, 
but the Hellenes have laws. And even if you defeat all Hellenes in all Hellas, there 
is one tribe which you never will be able to defeat. 
Xerxes  And they are? 
Demaretus  The Spartans. 
Xerxes  The inhabitants of Sparta? But that is just a small village out in the 
country! 
Demaretus  Still people of that place shall never let you into Hellas. 
Xerxes  How many are they? 
Demaretus   It does not matter. They are Spartans. 
Xerxes  They sound like a presumptuous tribe. 
Demaretus  They have no presumption, but they have pride, and that pride is 
their laws. 
Xerxes  What are in those absurd laws then? 
Demaretus  That anyone bringing slavery into Hellas shall never be tolerated in 
Hellas. 
Xerxes  That’s what I call obstinacy. 
Demaretus  It’s just natural instinct and sound common sense. 
Xerxes  Our most dangerous enemies are peasants then. How many? Even if 
they are fifty thousand we are fifty thousand times more. 
Demaretus  It does not matter whether the Spartans are fifty or a hundred or a 
thousand. They fight and die or prevail. 
Xerxes  A thousand Spartans against us? It’s like a flea against a swarm of 
locusts! And we should fear such a flea? 
Demaretus  You haven’t yet encountered fighting Spartans. 
Xerxes  You have to admit, Artabanos, that this is too ridiculous. They will 
defend Hellas against us with a thousand half naked Spartans. Should we then 
drop our tails between our legs and run from such a nursery? We have mobilized 
millions and spent millions. Should we then refrain from fulfilling the project 
because some village fools are standing in the way? Admit, Artabanos, that that 
would be asking too much. 
Artabanos  My king, I will hereby go home to Susa. You will have to test the truth 
of Demaretus’ warnings yourself. 
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Xerxes  Yes, you go home to Susa, you miserable scarecrow, and stand guard 
there to watch my harem until I come home! But I thank you, Demaretus, for your 
words, for they just confirm that I acted wisely in my mighty enterprise. 
Artabanos  Just one question, Demaretus. There are numerous Ionians from the 
coast of Asia included in the Persian army. Do you find it wise of the great king to 
trust these in an attack on their own country? 
Xerxes  All Asia is loyal to me. No Ionioan dares to stick up against us any 
more. 
Artabanos  I asked Demaretus. 
Demaretus  I am a Spartan and can only answer for the Dorians. I don’t know the 
Ionians. 
Artabanos  You dodge the question. 
Xerxes  No, he is a Hellene and knows how crazy the Ionians are, but as a 
Hellene he does not want to disparage them. 
Demaretus  I have only answered your questions as well as I could and beg to take 
my leave. 
Xerxes  Thanks for your advice, Spartan. It confirms that my war is just. 
Artabanos  Nothing could confirm that a war is just but its consequences, and 
these have never ever proved that any war was right. 
Xerxes  Out of my way, you old bore, and go home to your harem! 
Artabanos  Histiaius saved your father Darius from a complete defeat against the 
Scythians, for Histiaius was a Ionian and human. But Demaretus here shall never 
save you in Hellas, for he is a Dorian and harder than death. The Ionians are more 
mellow, for they are of the sea, but the Dorians are hard for they are of the stone. 
Xerxes  Go home now, you old fogey, and tell your tall tales to the children at 
home! Leave the war to us men! 
Artabanos  No, I leave it to you fools. 
Demaretus  Only the Spartans war wisely. 
Artabanos  And they are the ones this maniac of a great king is going to face! It 
will be some farce of a circus! 
Demaretus  It already is. 
Xerxes  Enough! I will make my war, and that’s it! Neither presumptuous 
Spartans nor demented relatives will stop me! Now I will cross the Hellespont! 
(leaves) 
Artabanos  What do you think, Hellene, of such a fool? 
Demaretus  Let him do his job. Even he has some mission in history. 
Artabanos  With what result? 
Demaretus  More vanity. 
Artabanos  You Spartans know something about history. (leaves) 
Demaretus  No, we only know how to fight its vanity.  
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Scene 3.  At  Thermopyle. 

 
Xerxes  Here is now my spy returned. For the first time in our campaign we 
find Hellenes grouped to fight with us, but they cannot be of any greater number. 
- Well, my spy, what did you find? 
spy  I saw everything and was allowed to come and go as I pleased. None 
of the Hellens bothered about me. 
Xerxes  Were they not apprehended then by your presence? Didn’t they mark 
that you were a Persian? Don’t they see that my immeasurable army has come to 
destroy them? 
spy  My lord king, I saw what I saw. What the Hellenes think I don’t 
know. 
Xerxes  Well, what did you see? How great is their force? 
spy  They are about three hundred led by Leonidas, younger brother of 
Cleomenes. 
Xerxes  Three hundred poor bastards! And do they know how many we are? 
Do they know that for each one of them we have a thousand invincible immortal 
terrible Persians? 
spy  I don’t know what they know. I only saw what they did. 
Xerxes  Well, what did they do? 
spy They combed their hair. 
Xerxes  You claim that they combed their hair? Are they women then? Did 
you really see that they were real men and not harmless women? 
spy  They are all men, and they practise uninterruptedly for battle, and 
between their exercises they comb their hair. 
Xerxes  But this is ridiculous! Serious warriors don’t devote their time to 
combing their hair when they are about to die! Either they fight, or they run away! 
Are the Hellenes then such a vain and crazy tribe, that they comb their hair when 
when the Persians are coming to exterminate them! This seems to me as the very 
height of folly! I must have some clarity in this. Go for Demoretus. He might know 
if this might mean something that we have no idea of. 
Demaretus  I am here my lord. 
Xerxes  Good. My servant here claims that your countrymen before our 
confrontation devote themselves to combing their hair like women who are 
preparing to meet their suitors. Can you explain such an extremely unmanly folly 
among men? 
Demaretus  Then they are Spartans, the most awesome warriors of Hellas. They 
prepare for death. They will fight you unto death. That’s why they prim 
themselves. Spartan warriors are regularly long-haired, and the more long-haired 
they are, the more terrible they are. Before a battle they always  trim and wash and 
comb their hair to become even more fearful. They prim themselves quite right for 
love, but their love is the game of war with death. 
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Xerxes  But this is too absurd! Three hundred feminine men stand in our way 
and intend to fight an overwhelming superior power just to annoy us! We will 
sweep them away with brooms in half an hour! If we wait for a while they will 
probably come to their senses and go back home. 
Demaretus  My lord, they have probably intentionally chosen to make a formation 
here by this pass since it is so narrow. They will never let you through alive. 
Xerxes  I don’t want to sacrifice my professional warriors on such a phoney 
collection of childish vagrants. It’s like sending an army to frighten off impudent 
children! No, we will wait here for them to disappear. We must give stupid 
children a chance of more proper behaviour. If they don’t disperse within five 
days we will have to start scaring them off. 
Demaretus  They will not be scared. 
Xerxes  Then they are stupid! 
Demaretus  In time, great king, you will get better acquainted with their stupidity. 
 
 

Scene 4.  The fifth day. 
 
Xerxes  Now it’s the fifth day. Have the stupid Spartan fools gone on their 
way yet? 
Demaretus  They are still standing and practising for battle, my king. 
Xerxes  Then it’s about time we start to do something about it. Send out my 
worst warriors, the Medians and Kissians, and ask them to take that bunch of 
clamouring children prisoners. 
a general  Great king, they will attack at once. 
Xerxes  But make sure they bring those mean brats here alive. 
general  Yes, great king.  (leaves) 
Demaretus  Fram here we can behold what is happening in the pass. The Medians 
are attacking with methodic calm without protecting themselves. The Spartans 
though attack with quick decision. It’s a hard fight. Chaos immediately spreads in 
our lines. The Medians can’t defend themselves. They are killed like flies. I am 
afraid, my lord king, that the Spartans will not be taken prisoners so easily. You 
will have to kill them first. Look for yourself. They have now killed all the 
Medians. 
Xerxes  But this is absolutely absurd! Who was it that told me that the 
Hellenes were as bold as warriors as the Medians and that most Hellenes would 
rather fight with the Medians against Hellas than dare to defend Hellas against 
me? The Medians are completely incompetent! How many have fallen? 
Demaretus  At least five thousand. 
Xerxes  And how many Spartans? 
Demaretus  It seems that some of them had some scratches, bot not one of them 
has fallen.   
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Xerxes  This is starting to look like a nightmare. I am afraid we will have to 
take that long-haired bunch of scoundrels by force. Send immediately my 
immortal Persians against them! 
general  Yes, great king. 
Xerxes  Nothing will have any effect on my own immortal Persian warriors. 
Now we will see some real Persian supremacy! Now all Spartans will indeed hit 
the ground while not one Persian will even have any scratch. 
Demaretus  It does not seem like it, lord king. 
Xerxes  What do you mean, you scoundrel? 
Demaretus  The immortals attack armed up to their teeth, but they fare no better 
than the Medians. 
Xerxes  Are you implying that the insolent Spartans are making resistance? 
Demaretus  They make more than resistance. They fight back your immortals. 
They massacre them. The immortals run away after terrible losses. 
Xerxes  Impossible! 
Demaretus  Look for yourself. 
Xerxes  That has never happened before. 
Demaretus  But now it has happened. The immortals lie spread around like 
helpless corpses over the whole area. The few that survived are frightened to 
death and come running back with panicky fear in their faces. 
Xerxes  Those who run away must die! 
Demaretus  By that principle no one in your army will survive. 
(A terrified warrior in a very sorry state comes up to Xerxes. His extravagant armour is all 
in shreds.) 
the immortal  Great king, we can’t beat the Hellenes! They fight like machines! 
Xerxes  Crush them then with machines! Let my chariots charge through the 
pass and flatten the damned enemies with the ground! Send out every horse and 
every chariot against them! 
general  Yes, great king. 
Xerxes  Now your Hellenes will have something for a bite! No one can resist 
my invincible chariots! 
Demaretus  I am afraid your horses will have tougher bites than the Hellenes, for 
they know the horse, and horses could never be used in fights against them. 
Xerxes  My general, what about my horses? 
general  I am afraid that Demaretus is right. The hellenes have laid themselves 
on the ground, and the horses will not touch them. Instead the horses race straight 
into the pass, - but what is this? 
the immortal   Don’t send horses into the pass, great king! 
Xerxes  And why not, you scarecrow? 
the immortal   They have built a wall in there. 
general  It is correct as our immortal friend is saying. The horses can’t avoid 
the wall. They turn back and run into each other. The chariots get tangled up with 
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each other, and now the Hellenes take the charioteers and soldiers from behind. 
They don’t need to do much. The worst job is done by our Persians themselves. 
Xerxes        O mercy! Mercy! How far will this fiasco go on without turning? 
general  Now the chariots begin to come back without charioteers and without 
soldiers. 
Xerxes  O mercy! Mercy! There all my finest warriors went down! A thousand 
chariots out of the game! What a disaster! And the three hundred are still alive? 
Demaretus  One or two seem to have fallen. 
Xerxes  This I will never forgive the Hellenes! Is there nothing then that could 
break their recklessness? They have no right to beat us superior world conquerors!  
general  Great king, we stand no chance to break through the pass. The 
Spartans are fighting too well. 
Xerxes  No, they are just lucky! We are the ones in this world who can fight, 
we subdued the entire world, and shall then these insolent dogs stand in our way 
and get away with it just because they are lucky? What was the name of their 
leader again? 
Demaretus  Leonidas, lord. 
Xerxes  Leonidas! You will be flayed! I will spit in your face, and your head 
shall be severed from your body since you have the insolence to stand in my way, 
you insubordinate blackguard, you dirty shabby dog! 
Demaretus  Take it easy, great king. Your entire army isn’t beaten yet. 
Xerxes  How great are our losses, my general? 
general  About ten thousand men. 
Xerxes  And the Hellenes? 
the immortal  Three or four, five at most. 
Xerxes  And Leonidas is still alive, that infernal scoundrel!  
Demaretus  Yes, and will probably live as long as he still have some Persians to 
defend his country against. 
Xerxes  One could almost believe, Demaretus, that you were the one who 
warned your people against us so that they sent the three hundred best of their 
warriors against us. 
Demaretus  No, my lord king, Leonidas made himself his choice of his three 
hundred men, for that’s the custom in Sparta, that when there is a war the king 
will himself choose the men he wishes to have fighting by his side, and I happen 
to know, that Leonidas chose his three hundred companions only among men 
who had families and children. All these three hundred then have all the life in the 
world to fight for and defend. 
Xerxes  Still I begin to believe that you warned them. They seemed to know 
very well the time and place of our arrival in Hellas since they made good time to 
build a wall in the pass. 
Demaretus  The wall has always been there. 
Xerxes  So intact and modern? (Epialtes show up.)  
 Who are you? 
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Epialtes  Epialtes. 
Xerxes  And who is Epialtes? Do you know who I am? 
Epialtes  You are the great king.  
Xerxes  You talk like a Median. Why does an incompetent Median come 
begging to the great king? 
Epialtes  Because the great king is richest in the world. 
Xerxes  So you come personally to beg of me, you knave, in the middle of our 
most dishonourable fiasco and total defeat? 
Epialtes   I come to sell a secret that could save your face. But I want plenty of 
money. 
Xerxes  How could you, a miserable Median, turn the war fortune for the 
world’s bravest warriors from their defeat? 
Epialtes  I know another way around the mountain. 
Xerxes  Do you? Do you mean that we could surround the Spartans? 
Epialtes  Yes, if you give me money. 
Xerxes  You villain, you will have all the gold you want if we just manage to 
kill every one of the three hundred Spartans. 
Epialtes  That will be easy with your inexhaustible army, if we just could take 
the Hellenes aback. 
Xerxes  So show my general the way! 
Epialtes  Tonight we will steal our way across  so that you tomorrow will have 
the victory and the head of Leonidas in your hand. (leaves with the general.) 
Xerxes  Well, Demaretus of Sparta, what do you say now?  
Demaretus  You will need the most extreme incompetence, greed and cowardice 
to bring about the fall of the highest heroism, nobility and virtue, for a Spartan can 
only be brought down by treason. 
Xerxes  Hellas let me down. So I have the right to bring Hellas down by 
treason. 
Demaretus  No, great king, Hellas never let you down, but you have now let 
Hellas down. You declared war on Hellas, Hellas accepted the war and defended 
herself honourably, but you are now betraying your honour. 
Xerxes  Do you mean that I have any choice? 
Demaretus  Yes. Go home. 
Xerxes  Why should I? 
Demaretus  Because this battle will unite all Hellas against you. And like you will 
not spare Leonidas, neither will Hellas spare you. 
Xerxes  Ha-ha-ha! Listen to him! 
Demaretus  Great king, a Spartan never laughs even if he is vitorious. 
Xerxes  Is he so boring? 
Demaretus  For he knows, that death will be his only ultimate reward anyway.  
(Xerxes can’t find an answer and leaves.) 
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Scene 5.  The fleet at Artemision. On board the ship of Themistocles. 
 
Themistocles  What news from Thermopyle? 
a messenger   Leonidas and his Spartans are still standing. 
Themistocles  How many are they? 
messenger   They are three hundred, but 400 hoplites from Thebes and 
700 from Tespiai in Boiotia have joined them.  
Themistocles  And how many are the Persians? 
messenger   At least a hundred thousand. 
Themistocles  How long do you think our friends will be able to stand? 
messenger    Forever, as long as the Persians don’t find the other way 
around the mountain. When I left there they still had not found it, and at least ten 
thousand Persians and then already fallen. 
Themistocles  My friend, that bodes well. The gods at least then are on 
our side. Let’s worry then about the Persian fleet. How many ships do they have? 
messenger   About three thousand. 
Themistocles  And we have 278. We should need some help from above. 
Wasn’t the storm last week of any help? 
messenger   Yes, the Persians were then at Magnesia, and 415 of their 
ships were smashed against the rocks. But such a small loss is hardly noticeable in 
their fleet. 
Themistocles      If we only could have some sign of direction from any of the gods! 
Skyllies (outside the rail) Ohoy! 
Themistocles         Who is calling? 
Eurybiades  There is someone in the water. 
Themistocles (leaning out of the rail) Who is there? 
Skyllies (like before) I am Skyllies from Scione, and I have dived here from the  
Persian ships! 
Themistocles        Are you saying that you dived from Afele and didn’t come up 
again until you reached here? 
Skyllies         Don’t argue, but take me up! I have news to tell! 
Eurybiades        Hoist him up! 
(Skyllies is hoisted up and brought on board wet and naked.) 
Themistocles       You have dived eighty distances under water, if you have spoken 
the truth.  
Eurybiades       Everyone except you, Themistocles, know that Skyllies from Scione 
is the best diver in Hellas.  
Themistocles       Have you escaped from the Persians? 
Skyllies       Yes, I tired of constantly saving their money from their constantly 
sinking wrecks. But listen now. The Persians have sent two hundred ships around 
Euboia to block the seaway to Attica for you. 
Themistocles       That’s valuable news. Then that’s why their main fleet is waiting 
to attack us. 
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Eurybiades       What shall we do? 
Themistocles      We can’t leave our position here as long as your Spartans are 
defending Thermopyle. But there are many Ionian ships with Ionian crews among 
the Persian ships. We must get them to abandon Xerxes.  
Eurybiades      How? 
Themistocles   The Persians think we are stupid who dare to face them with three 
hundred ships against three thousand and three hundred Spartans against a 
hundred thousand. But a scheme of Ulysses’ is not always to be despised. We sail 
away from here at midnight, catch up with those two hundred Persian ships and 
drive them against the rocks. But we leave here a message for our friends the 
Ionians under Persian pay.  
Eurybiades  Many Persians understand Greek. 
Themistocles     I know. Carve on several different stones the following lines: 
(dictates)  
 "Ionians, you are Hellenes like us and should not fight for the 
Persians. Come over to our side! If you can’t, then stay out of every battle! If you 
can’t do that either, then show yourselves as cowards in battle, and we will not 
harm you. Remember, that you were the ones who started the Hellenic uprising 
against the Persians!” 
 I think that’s enough. 
Eurybiades  All is good and well if the Ionians may read such carvings and not the 
Persians. But what happens when the Persians get to see them? 
Themistocles   Then Xerxes will keep the Ionians out of the fights, which is the 
second best we could wish for. 
Eurybiades  You are right. I did right to give over my command of the navy to 
you. 
Themistocles      You did right in accepting my money. But here I see now a rowing 
boat coming from land. It must bring some news about our brave Spartans. 
Eurybiades        He looks worn out. 
Themistocles       I am afraid he has bad news. 
Abronicus (comes on board) My gentlemen, treason and betrayal has forever crushed 
the bravest hearts of Hellas. 
Eurybiades       What has happened? 
Abronicus      A Median knew the secret of the path across the mountain and sold 
it to Xerxes for expensive money. Tonight the Persians crossed over the mountain. 
The following morning the Spartans found the Persians on both sides of them. 
Any retreat was impossible. They could only fight and die. 
Eurybiades      Did no one guard the path across the mountain? 
Abronicus      Yes, a Focian company, but they fled up the mountain to defend 
themsleves, while the Persians just marched them by and down again on the other 
side. 
Themistocles      What about Leonidas? 
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Abronicus       He and his Spartans and those Thebans and Boiotians who were 
with them fought to the last man. Unto the last the Spartans defended the body of 
their fallen king. When everyone was dead, Xerxes cut off the head of Leonidas 
and put it on a stake. The Persians usually honour the bodies of their fallen 
enemies,  but Xerxes was so angry with Leonidas for the losses he had suffered 
during the weeks of fighting that he went at any length in desecrating Leonidas’ 
body. I have never seen a king behave so badly. 
Eurybiades      So now the road is open for the Persians into Hellas. 
Abronicus     Yes, but it cost them nearly twenty thousand men. 
Themistocles     That’s a fifth of their strength. And we have already demolished a 
fifth of their navy. It starts off well. But let’s now carry on! We have four fifths of 
our work still waiting! Weigh anchor! We are leaving Artemision! 
Eurybiades      Where are we heading? 
Themistocles      To Salamis!  (the navy breaks up.) 
 
 

Scene 6.  At Salamis. 
 
Eurybiades  Here we lie now at Salamis and can’t do anything else. How about the 
evacuation of Athens? 
sailor  It is practically completed. There are only some paupers and priests, 
who wish to stay and defend Acropolis. 
Eurybiades  How do they imagine they could make it against the Persian army? 
sailor  The Acropolis has only one accessible entrance, and couldn’t the 
Spartans defend Thermopyle all the way until they were surrounded? 
Eurybiades  It is true. But the Persians aren’t more stupid than that they will climb 
the Acropopls also from the rear side sooner or later. 
sailor But how could you, a Spartan, give over your command of the fleet to 
Themistocles, an Athenian? 
Eurybiades  He persuaded me and bought me. But I am still the chief commander. 
I just do what Themistocles wants. 
sailor How could a Spartan subordinate himself to the will of an Athenian? 
Eurybiades  My friend, when it comes to defending the freedom of Hellas against 
an overwhelming Asian invasion, you have to lay all pride aside for the best of all. 
And Themistocles is a better admiral than I. For the sake of form the chief 
command was given to a Spartan, since that was the condition of Sparta for 
sharing the defense of Hellas with all their  might. 
sailor  But don’t you think Athens could become presumptuous if they may 
do as they please with the entire Hellenic navy? 
Eurybiades  That’s why I am still commander in chief and could deprive 
Themistocles of his command whenever I wish. As long as Athens behave, we 
allow them free reins. 
sailor  Here comes a messenger. 
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messenger  The Persians have taken Athens! They have ravished all Attica, all 
Boiotia, all Thebes, all Athens and taken the Acropolis! 
Eurybiades  Wasn’t Acropolis defended? 
messenger  Yes, strongly, so that Xerxes was quite worried, but then a Persian 
unit climbed up from behind, so that the fortress could be taken. They have burnt 
all the temples. 
sailor  This is terrible. What shall we do? 
messenger  We stand no chance against the super power. We have to run for our 
lives! We have to escape to the Peloponnese to defend Isthmos and Corinth, so 
that they at least don’t cross the isthmus. 
Eurybiades  We will do nothing until Themistocles comes. 
messenger  Many ships are weighing anchor in order to get away. 
sailor Eurybiades, you can’t hold a fleet at Salamis when Athens has been 
burnt down. 
messenger   Here comes Themistocles. 
Themistocles   Why are all the ships hoisting sails? 
Eurybiades  They want to go away to defend the Peloponnese. 
Themistocles   If the fleet is scattered now, we will never be able to get it together 
again. If the ships are allowed to leave Salamis, everyone will go home to his own 
country and his own island to defend his own, and then the united defense of 
Hellas will all go down the drain. 
Eurybiades  We can still gather the other chiefs and hear what they say. 
Themistocles    We Athenians are the greatest number and will not leave Salamis! 
This is where we will have the settlement with the Persians! We already fought 
two successful battles against them at Artemision and know now what we are up 
against. At sea they are inferior to us no matter how much they may outnumber 
us. 
Eurybiades  Themistocles, at the games those are beaten who start too early. 
Themistocles   But those who get behind get no prize. Listen, Eurybiades. If we sail 
to Corinth to fight at Isthmus we will have to fight on open waters, which is not 
favourable to us, since our ships are heavier and fewer. You would also lose 
Salamis, Megara and Aigina to the Persians. Also the entire Persian rabble will 
come down the Peloponnese, tempted by you personally. Here the straits are 
narrow, and we know them well, and here it is to our advantage to fight with 
fewer ships against their clumsy masses of ships. They don’t know these straits, 
their navigation will be awkward, and we will have every advantage on our side, 
which we should need, since we are one against ten. On the Peloponnese we don’t 
have the same advantages. Also we evacuated all Athens and Attica and the 
population of Boiotia over to Salamis. Could you, a Spartan, leave all these women 
and children to perdition without further? If we fight here you shall have not a 
single Persian over to the Peloponnese. If we defeat their navy, which we only 
could do here, the entire Persian rabble must desperately run home to Persia, for 
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Xerxes cannot sustain an army in a country, which he himself has ravished, 
without his navy. 
sailor  Themistocles, you lost your city to the Persians and still wants to 
command the rest of us Hellenes. 
Themistoles  My good Adeimantos of Corinth, we Athenians still have two 
hundred ships left while all the rest of you together only have a hundred. Isn’t that 
reason enough to keep Athens at the helm of the navy? If you don’t make 
reasonable decisions, Adeimanthos, there is neither any risk of the gods to be able 
to help you. If you don’t stay here and fight, Eurybiades and Adeimanthos, we 
will sail with our two hundred ships away from here to Italy and let all Hellas 
down, and then you will have to deal with the Persians on the Peloponnese as 
much as you want. 
Eurybiades  We have no choice, Adeimanthos. Themistocles must have his way. 
Give the ships the signal that we stay. 
Adeimanthos   Not one ship has moved in expectation of the arrival of 
Themistocles. 
Themistocles   Gentlemen, we will have a good but busy day. 
 
 

Scene 7.  Athens, the areopagus. Council of the Persians. 
The Acropolis is seen completely devastated in the background. 

 
 Xerxes  My irrepressible, invincible captains and admirals, I have gathered 
you here to hear your final opinion of the approaching sea battle, which I hope 
will settle our war in Hellas. When finally the Athenian fleet is destroyed we only 
have the Peloponnese left to ravage, and we are already marching against that part 
of the country. If you have anything to say about the greatest sea battle in history, 
in which we only can prevail, since we still are an unlimited and absolute super 
power, I ask you to bring your considerations now. 
Mardonios  You are indeed great, the becoming super king of all the world, who 
so totally already has overcome all Hellenic resistance on land! We met some 
scarecrows at Thermopyle, and that was all. Now we have some bark boats to 
topple to their destruction there by that island, who are too frightened to dare to 
sail out into the open water. Would we not sink them as well? What do you say, 
men of Asia? 
King of Sidon    I see nothing in the way of a sea battle. If the Athenians are so 
stupid that they sacrifice their last ships although their city is already fallen and 
ravished forever, well then they will have to sacrifice their ships, wouldn’t they? 
Mardonios  Speak, king of Tyrus. 
King of Tyrus    I completely share the view of my friend the king of Sidon. Against 
Asia a few paper boats can do nothing. The Hellenes are a stolid people who 
sacrifice themselves for nothing. We saw that indeed at the skirmish of 
Thermopyle. 
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Artemisia  King Xerxes still made scorching losses of twenty thousand men at 
Thermopyle while only a thousand Hellenes went down. 
Mardonios  That’s a lie! 
Artemisia  You all know as well as I that Xerxes dressed up ten thousand of his 
own dead bodies in Hellenic outfits just to make everyone believe that so many 
Hellenes had fallen, while he hid the ten thousand others in mass  graves so that 
no one should notice them. 
Mardonios  Artemisia, you are challenging the great king! 
Xerxes  Speak, Artemisia of Halicarnassus. Now the issue is the coming sea 
battle at Salamis. What is your opinion of that, you my only honest advisor and 
foremost admiral? 
Artemisia  My advice, o Xerxes, is: don’t attack. Leave the Athenian ships alone. 
In time they will scatter anyway. They only have the advantages on their side if 
we attack them where they are lying just now. Let them lie there and swill around 
until they rot. Invade the Peloponnese instead, and when Sparta is finally 
subdued, no one will support the rebellious and presumptuous Athenians any 
more. 
Mardonios  Artemisia is a coward and afraid of fighting the Athenians at sea. 
Xerxes  Quiet, Mardonios. Artemisia, you are yourself of Dorian blood and 
know the Athenians. Are you afraid of them? 
Artemisia  I was not the one who excelled the least in the sea fights at 
Artemision. But although several of your other Phoenician commanders were 
more excellent, I am the only one of us who dares to admit that the Athenians are 
as much better than us in sea fights as men are than women. I prophesy, that if we 
meet their navy where they want us to meet them, you will be threatened by 
destruction. Everyone who does not realise this are false advisors and sailors with 
poor judgement, o Xerxes, whether they are kings of Tyrus or Sidon or all Egypt. 
Mardonios  She is blaspheming! 
King of Sidon (to the king of Tyrus, contentedly) Now Xerxes will never listen to her 
any more. 
King of Tyrus (to the king of Tyrus) Her career is finished. 
Xerxes  My daughter, everyone shall know, that of all your counsels I always 
valued Artemisia’s most of all, and I do that still more so than ever, since she has 
spoken most freely of you all. I find however that a majority among you are in 
favour of a battle while Artemisia stands rather alone with her deviant opinion. 
Artemisia  I am the only one of your commanders, o Xerxes, who knows the 
Athenians well. I am the only one of all of us who will not commit the mistake of 
underestimating them. 
Xerxes  Your word weighs heavy, my daughter. I must consider this. Perhaps 
we will wait with the sea battle. We must still conquer all the Peloponnese. Why 
not do that first and postpone the problem with the Athenians? 
Mardonios  If we break the Athenians at sea we will at the same time break the 
entire moral resistance of the Peoloponnese. 
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Artemisia  O Xerxes, you have already taken Athens, which was the root of the 
rebellion against your father and which it was your aim to subdue. The Athenians 
have lost their city. Stick to this victory, and don’t risk losing it by setting out on 
waters too deep for you. 
a servant   My lord, here is a messenger from the Athenians. I think he is a 
turncoat. 
Xerxes  What has he got to say? 
Messenger (Sikinnus) I have been sent here in secret by one of my commanders. His 
greeting is that he would rather wish you victory than serve the Hellenes. He asks 
me to inform you that the Hellenes are very anxious and thinking of escaping. 
They are not united between themselves, and if you attack them now you will find 
that they will start fighting between themselves, some in order to escape and other 
in order to prevent them from escaping. 
Mardonios  This is the sign. 
Artemisia  Wait a moment! Which commander sent you? 
Sikinnus  Themistocles. 
Artemisia  Xerxes, don’t trust the words of this man. This is a scheme of 
Themistocles. I can’t quite clearly understand its significance, but Themistocles is 
the cleverest of all Athenians, and he plots evil against you. 
Xerxes  Who is Themistocles? 
Mardonios  The leader of the Athenians and the commander-in-chief of their 
navy. But he is under the command of the Spartan Eurybiades. 
Xerxes  If Themistocles is just second in command I find the words of this 
Athenian turncoat credible. You Hellenes and especially you Athenians, dear 
turncoat, seem to mostly consist of turncoats and traitors. 
Artemisia  It is a stratagem, Xerxes. 
Xerxes  I find it hard to find a motive behind such a stratagem, Artemisia. Do 
you dare deny that this man speaks the truth? 
Artemisia  I can’t deny that it might be as he says, but at the same time I suspect 
some calculation of Themistocles in sending this man here. 
Xerxes  We will attack immediately. (The council is terminated.) 
 
 

Scene 8.  The Athenian camp at Salamis. 
 
Adeimantos  I just had some good news from the Peloponnese. The wall across the 
Corinthian isthmus is finished. All the seven nations of the Peloponnese have 
worked hard day and night to build it, and now they are ready to meet the 
Persians and defend what remains of the free Hellas.  Let’s therefore now go there 
and unite with them. 
Themistocles   Adeimantos, I thought we were agreed. Why do you now again want 
to sow division and quarrel between us? 
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Adeimantos  Eurybiades, I can’t understand how you as supreme commander of 
the fleet could listen to this Athenian braggart and at all bother about his words. 
Eurybiades  I am afraid, my good Themistocles, that most of us would rather  join 
in the defense of the Peloponnese than stay here to fight for an Attica that has 
succumbed already. 
a servant (entering) Themistocles, a gentleman is here looking for you. 
Themistocles   Who is it?  
servant  Aristides. 
Themistocles (surprised) Aristides! (a murmur passes among the congregation) 
Eurybiades (to another) Who is Aristides? 
the other (Aeschylus) Themistocles' political opponent in Athens. He has now 
recently eturned from his exile. 
Themistocles   Stay here. I will go out and speak with him. 
(leaves aside. The others continue the discussion.) 
     Greetings, my dear friend. You should have stayed some more years in your 
exile. 
Aristides  My angry brother, let’s forget ourselves and think of Hellas. It was 
with the greatest difficulty that I could pass through the Persian lines and guards 
to come here. But I have seen enough to be able to inform you that you are 
completely surrounded. The Persians are advancing with their ships by both inlets 
to the sound. 
Themistocles (smiling cordially) My friend, you bring the best possible news. When I 
noticed that the Corinthians and Spartans couldn’t unite themselves with us I sent 
my servant to Xerxes and asked him to tell how anxious the Hellenes were. 
Aristides  Themistocles, you wage a dangerous game. 
Themistocles   We have nothing to lose. This was our only chance. 
(to the others)   Eurybiades! Adeimantos! Friends and captains! Aristides has 
returned from his exile and tells us that our navy is shut in by the Persians. You 
can’t sail to the Peloponnese any more without fighting the entire Persian fleet! 
Eurybiades (to himself) Themistocles always gets what he wants. 
Adeimantos  It’s a new stratagem and trick of Themistocles to make us stay. Don’t 
believe him!  
       Aristides, you who are already old, can you see anything in this darkness? 
Aristides  The island of Psyttaleia is crawling with Persians who were landed 
there tonight to gather your wreckage and stranded corpses tomorrow. You are 
completely fenced in. 
Adeimantos  We don’t believe you. You are not trusted in this war. Don’t believe 
him, Eurybiades. These Athenians are just liars, actors, turncoats and traitors, and 
they mostly betray each other. They are good for nothing when it comes to war. 
Themistocles   Still you left us to prevail alone at Marathon. I gather it’s the envy for 
not having been in that battle that still makes you green in an inferiority complex. 
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Eurybiades  Stop arguing now, my sub-commanders! We will make an effort 
tomorrow to sail to the Peloponnese. If we find no Persians in the way we will 
manage, and if we find them we will have to beat them. 
Themistocles   Gentlemen, you don’t see how serious the situation is. 
Adeimantos  You just talk rubbish, Themistocles. Let’s sail away at once before 
Themistocles has brought every Persians here just to make us perish with him. 
Panaiteos (enters upset and out of breath in full armour) My gentlemen, the Persians 
have gathered all their fleet in the sound! I have left them in order to fight and die 
with my own people! We must immediately prepare and unite for battle! 
Themistocles   That’s what Aristides tried to say. 
Eurybiades    Talk about turncoats. 
Adeimantos  Themistocles, you seem to get your way anyway. But woe betide you 
if we now lose this day! 
Themistocles   If we lose, Adeimantos, we will both be as sorry as Leonidas. 
Eurybiades  Gentlemen, let’s stop talking and start fighting.  
(the congregation breaks up in quick determination.) 
 
 

Scene 9.  Bright day over the shallows of Salamis. 
Aischylus appears. 

 
Aeschylus  With victory secured in their hands the Persian fleet surrounds the 
sound between Salamis and the Aigaleos mountain, where king Xerxes is sitting to 
watch the battle. From the east the Ionian ships are pressing in towards the strait 
against the fleet of the Peloponnesians, and from the west the Phoenician navy is 
sailing straight at the Athenians. But hardly do the Hellenes catch sight of  the fleet 
of Xerxes and they burst out into a clear and jubilant fighting hymn and find 
themselves immediately in perfect array for battle. Xerxes looks on from the 
mountain and gets constant meticulous reports of everything that happens. When 
one of his ships executes some feat he finds out who the responsible captain is to 
later on reward him, and when some Persian proves some cowardice he also finds 
out who the coward is to later punish him. And he has promised all his Persians, 
that whoever lets any Greek ship get away shall pay for that negligence with his 
life. So all Persians feel a heavy eye of the king resting on them, and they sail and 
row for all what their life is worth into the sound. 

But the Hellenes are fighting this day like lions. The Persians are out 
of order in their assault, and in the narrow waters of the sound they just make a 
mess of it. Neither can they swim, so when a Persian ship is rammed and starts 
sinking every man goes down with his ship. The Hellenes though are good 
swimmers and used to their sea, so when a Greek ship goes down every single 
man saves himself to the land of Salamis. Under the leadership of Aristides a 
phalanx of hoplites is gathered, who lands on Psyttaleia to dispose of every 
Persian gathered there to collect flotsam and Hellenic corpses.   
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Soon there is regular chaos in the mighty fleet of the great Xerxes. The 
first ships in the sound are being taken, sunk and drowned by the Hellenes who 
know how to fight at sea. Then the first rows of the Persian armada are struck by 
panic so that they try to get away and back out of the sound. But the mighty fleet 
is pressing on from the sea without the ships at the back realising what is 
happening in the narrow straits, and the fleet is so large, so that when those most 
in trouble try to escape, they just run into the wall of those ships who are still 
pressing to enter the sound. Thereby many Asian ships ram each other so that 
they sink and every single warrior is lost. 

Look at Artemisia of Halicarnassus! She has sailed in front of king 
Xerxes’ fleet but is now so hard pressed that she has to escape. In her way is then a 
Persian ship which she rams. This is observed by her Attic pursuers, who wonder: 
“Look how Artemisia is ramming her own! So she is fighting for us and not for the 
Persians!” And they don’t pursue her any more but let her get away. 
 And Xerxes marks her manoeuvre from the mountain, but he believes  
that she with skill rammed a Hellenic trireme and just praises her even more for 
her boldness. 
  But his looks grow ever darker when he watches the disorder and 
disaster of his fleet, and he remarks pessimistically at the sight of Artemisia’s 
initiative: “So the men have then turned into women while the women have 
become men.”  
 The Phoenicians blame the catastrophe entirely on the treason of the 
Ionians, since some Ionians hearkened to Themistocles’ exhortation in the battle 
and demonstrated indolent passiveness; but Xerxes himself has seen how the 
Samothracians attacked an Athenian triereme and sunk it and how they then were 
rammed by a ship from Aegina, but how the Samothracians flung their spears 
against the Aeginians. From that Xerxes has drawn the conclusion that ther 
Ionians indeed did fight for him and blames his defeat instead on the Phoenicians 
themselves. 
 The battle is a catastrophe for the Persians, and Xerxes cries like a 
baby at the sight of it. The greatest bravery has been proven by the people and 
ships of Aegina who decisively attacked and sunk more ships than any other 
group of Hellenes. But the victor of the day is first of all Themistocles but also 
Eurybiades from Sparta and the on the same day returned Aristides from his exile 
by ostracism. 
 Cry, o Xerxes, for you are a fallen man, for every word that Artemisia 
told you in sincere warning out of loyalty and friendship has now been proved the 
probably only good advice you had from anyone. 
 
 
 
 
 



 44 

 
Scene 10.  Athens, the areopagus. Acropolis in ruins like before. 

Themistocles appearing laureate. 
 
Themistocles   Athenians, I have good news! Not only has the Persian fleet been 
annihilated at Salamis, not only have the last surviving Persian ships returned to 
Asia, not only has Aristides come back and contributed to the victory at Salamis, 
but the best thing of all is that Xerxes has embarked on his retreat! 
Aristides  And you helped him to that retreat, Themistocles! 
Themistocles   I will tell you as it is. I prompted on pursuing the rest of the Persian 
fleet to destroy its last ships, I wanted us to tear down the bridge of Xerxes across 
the Hellepont, but you did not want Xerxes to remain in Hellas. Therefore I 
instead asked Xerxes to hurry on and gave him safe conduct and promised not to 
touch his bridge on the Hellespont. About his retreat I can now tell you the 
following. His vast army has been haunted on the way by famine and starvation 
and the worst possible kind of weather. Like the storms after Salamis ruined most 
of the escaping Persian ships and smashed them against Euboia, so has the winter 
persecuted Xerxes all along his way to the Hellespont. More than half of his 
enormous army has perished. And when he at last reached the Hellespont he 
found his bridge completely torn asunder by the storms. That’s what he got for 
lashing the waters of the Hellespont and trying to put down its billows in chains! 
And we Hellenes are like the sea: not even Xerxes can surround us without our 
slipping away free and easy and manage as well as the winter wiped out Xerxes’ 
last resources! Xerxes is a broken man, and all his world empire is paralysed by 
grief. 
Aristides  Still Mardonios remains in Hellas. 
Themistocles   That is correct. Xerxes left Mardonios in Thessaly with a third of the 
army so that Xerxes would not be to blame if these also were slain by us. They 
have already been slain at Potidaia. They lay siege to the town for three months 
and didn’t even manage to take it by treason. Then there is ebb in the sea, and they 
use this to march to Potidaia on the dry land of the sea. But then the sea returns in 
a sudden flood drowning them all. That siege met with a very wet end! 
Aristides  The Persians don’t understand that you can’t put yourself above 
nature. 
Themistocles   Tell us how it was in Sparta. 
Aristides  Now it’s my turn to give Themistocles my acknowledgement. You all 
know, o Athenians, how they used to treat us in Sparta: with a shrug. 
Themistocles is the first Athenian who has been decently honoured, celebrated 
and appreciated in Sparta. Together with Eurybiades he got this laurel as an 
honorary prize for his contributions, which he by all means has every right to 
carry. Themistocles, you stand today at the height of your life, success and 
happiness, and I only wish you hadn’t sullied this by your presumptuous attacks 
on Andros, Paros and Carystos. Revenge is for the gods and not for us, and that 
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we succeeded in getting rid of the tyrant Xerxes does not give us the right to make 
us tyrants over others. 
Timodemus  Right you are, Aristides! And don’t imagine, Themistocles, that you 
had your honours from Sparta for your own sake. You had them only because you 
happen to be an Athenian. 
Themistocles   That is correct, Timodemus from Aphidne. If I had been a Belbenite I 
would not have received these honours, as little as you would have received them 
had you been an Athenian. 
Aristides  Enough of this now. I see now a messenger approaching from 
Mardonios. 
Themistocles   It is Alexander of Macedonia. Greetings, Alexander. What does 
Mardonios say? 
Alexander  I bring a message not only from Mardonios but even fram Xerxes 
himself. Thus Xerxes announces to you: 
 "Athenians, I forgive you all your offences against me, and if you 
make a pact with me I will restore all your ruined sacred places.”  

That’s the magnanimity of the great Xerxes. And Mardonios asks me 
to to convey the following to you: 
 "Why do you continue resisting the Persian king’s terrible 
superpower? You have seen his unlimited armies and have to realise that you in 
the long run can’t resist him. It is quite easy for him to create a new invasion army 
double the size of the one you already saw, and as long as you continue to sustain 
the conflict you will never live in peace. Make peace instead and accept the open 
friendly helping hand which Xerxes offers you alone in all Hellas.” 
Themistocles   We have some guests from Sparta among us. What do you, our 
Spartan brothers, have to offer in the face of Mardonios’ peace suggestion? 
a Spartan  Themistocles, Aristides and all the rest of our Athenian brothers and 
sisters, we are upset by this insidious suggestion of the Persians, and we are upset 
that you at all could listen to such talk. Wasn’t it for your sake that we sacrificed 
all our best men at Thermopyle, and was it not you who from the beginning 
dragged all Hellas along into this war? Wasn’t Miletus your daughter colony? 
an old Athenian  Don’t mention Miletus. 
Themistocles    My brother of Sparta, you act wisely in not mentioning Miletus, for 
the extermination of that city is the deepest and most incurable wound  in the 
hearts of all Athenians. 
spartan  I apologise. Nevertheless, the Persians are now offering you, the 
originators of the war, to together with them lay all Hellas in chains after all Hellas 
helped you against them. That’s a disgraceful proposition. We wish to present 
another proposition. We have taken part with you in your distress and regret that 
you now have lost the harvests of two years and that long have been obliged to 
live without house and home. As long as the war goes on we undertake to provide 
for your women, children and servants so that you may continue acting in full 
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liberty against the Persians as the leading liberator of Hellas. This is our 
proposition. 
Aristides (to Themistocles) May I answer our friends of Sparta? 
Themistocles   Please go ahead. 
Aristides  Brothers of Sparta, we waited intentionally with receiving Mardonios’ 
proposition of peace until you were here and could hear it yourselves. It is painful 
for us that you could believe that we at all could seriously consider it. We thank 
you for your offer, but we are content with things as they are and don’t wish to fall 
a burden to you. Know that all Hellas has one and the same blood and one and the 
same language. The gods and temples that were burned and erased here in Attica 
and Boiotia belonged to all Hellas. The Hellene Homer unites all Hellenes between 
Ilion and Ithaca in an indissoluble bond of friendship which the transition of 
millennia cannot harm. Therefore, o Spartans, be certain that as long as there still 
is any Athenian still left alive, Athens will never make any  alliance with any 
foreign power but always remain allied with all Hellas. 
spartan We were hoping for such an answer. 
Themistocles       Alexander of Macedonia, you may return to your Mardonios and 
tell him that we look forward to continuing the war with him in spring. 
Alexander  That would import continued Persian devastation of all Thessaly and 
Macedonia. 
Themistocles   The Athenians sacrificed their city for the freedom of Hellas, and 
Sparta sacrificed their only Leonidas. And you in Thessaly and Macedonia dare to 
complain? 
Alexander  Mardonios will not be pleased. 
Themistocles   That’s not the intention either. 
Aristides  Alexander of Macedonia, we are sorry, but we find no other way out 
of the war than than to fight our way through it, for we will never be able to keep 
our freedom in any other way, and in the poor nation of Hellas this is all that is 
worth anything. 
Alexander  I respect you and will deliver your challenge. I hope it will be granted 
us barbaric Macedonians one time to be able to support you. 
Themistocles   We hope so too. Farewell, Alexander. (Alexander leaves.) 
spartan We are happy to continue fighting with you against a common 
enemy. 
Themistocles   Something tells me, that as long as Persia harasses Hellas nothing 
could harm Hellas. 
Aristides  So what do you mean that we should do when the Persians are all 
gone? 
Themistocles   I am afraid that we then will start fighting each other again, I with 
you and Athens with Sparta and Greece with Italy. Hellas started the civil war at 
Ilion and will also end up with civil wars, for civil wars is all that Hellas is living 
on. The Persian war is our great wonderful temporary release from it. 
Aristides  Solon was never such a pessimist. 
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Themistocles   He was the one who told the myth of our conquest of Atlantis. Persia 
is our Atlantis. If we can conquer Persia, Solon’s optimism will prove right and 
true.  Do you think we could do it? 
Aristides  We have at least started on our way. The battle of Salamis has bereft 
the Persians of their initiative, and they might never recover it.  
Themistocles   You are of the same stamp as Solon. (with a friendly touch on Aristides’ 
shoulder. They leave together.) 
 
 

Scene 11.  Xerxes' sumptuous quarters in Sardes. 
 
Xerxes  Cassandyne, I love you. 
Kassandyne  Get away from me, you dirty old man! I am already married to your 
brother! 
Xerxes  No matter! I am the great king! 
Kassandyne  You just disgust me, you dirty old creep! Keep to your concubines 
instead. 
Xerxes  But I have done everything to win you over! I even married your 
daughter, my brother’s daughter, to my own son! 
Kassandyne  Yes, and so strongly you were blinded by the splendour of my 
daughter’s wedding, that you fell in love with her and promised her half the 
world. 
Xerxes  I only promised her whatever she wished. 
Kassandyne  Well, she knows what she wants. I just spoke with her. May she come 
in? 
Xerxes  She is always welcome. 
Kassandyne  Artaynte! (Artaynte enters.) Artaynte, do you know what you want? 
Artaynte  Yes, mother. 
Xerxes  Tell me then what you wish, my child. 
Artaynte  Then I ask for your cloak, o great king. 
Xerxes (dismayed) My cloak? But, why on earth do you want my cloak? 
Kassandyne  She only wants it because it is so beautiful. Be pleased that she doesn’t 
want anything more costly. Your cloak is a small thing in comparison with what 
you own. 
Xerxes  But, o gods, it was my wife’s present for me! If she saw it on another 
woman she would be very much hurt. 
Kassandyne (advances, takes the cloak off Xerxes and puts it on her daughter) That will in 
that case be something between her and my daughter. 
Amestris (enters) Xerxes! 
Xerxes  Dear me! Here is my wife! 
Amestris  Have you given my wedding present to that girl? 
Xerxes  O, my darling wife, you know how generous I generally am. I didn’t 
think of that I got it from you. 
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Amestris  Aren’t you ashamed, you horned fool! But for atonement I ask you to 
let me wish something of you. 
Xerxes  You will have whatever you want. 
Amestris  Then I want Kassandyne, your brother Masistes’ consort. 
Xerxes  But she is a living being! 
Amestris  So what? Don’t you own all souls of Persia? 
Xerxes  So take her then. She is yours. 
Amestris  Welcome to my household, slave! 
Cassandyne  But lo! Here is Masistes, my husband, Xerxes’ brother. 
Masistes (enters) O great king, I have news from the war. 
Xerxes  Forget about the war. Masistes, I must ask you to  leave your wife. 
You will have one of my daughters for a wife instead. 
Masistes  Would I leave my wife? Why? I love her, and we have grown up 
children together. One of my daughters with her has even become your son’s wife. 
Would I then disown and dishonour my only wife  and your own son’s wife’s 
mother? No, my king, don’t ask me of such a thing. There are more willing men 
than I to marry your daughter. 
Xerxes  Are you insulting me, villain? Well then, you will neither have my 
daughter nor keep your wife. 
Kassandyne  The thing is, Masistes, my husband, that the king desires me and 
wants to take me away from you. Besides he is in love with his son’s wife, our 
daughter, whom he also desires, as if his whole harem wasn’t enough. 
Amestris  Those words, Cassandyne, will cost you your breasts and your looks. 
Guards! (guards come clamping in.) Take Cassandyne away, cut off her breasts, her 
nose, her ears, her lips and her tongue! That will teach her to keep quiet and my 
husband not to desire her! (the guards take away Cassandyne.) 
Masistes  Are you all mad in this court then? 
Xerxes  Would you also like to die, Masistes? 
Masistes  Come, my daughter, this madhouse is no place for innocent people. 
(leaves with his daughter.) 
Amestris  Well, my king, are you happy now? 
Xerxes  Masistes will do anything to harm me. He must die. Go, my wife! 
Leave me alone! I have to think. 
Amestris  Artabanos has just arrived. He has much to tell you about the war. 
Xerxes  Good. I hope he has something positive to say. Go and let Artabanos 
enter to cheer me up instead. (Amestris leaves.) 
        None of the women I desire will I get, but those who torment me I will never 
get rid of. It’s the same thing about my wars. The victories stay away, but I have 
more than enough of defeats. Well, Artabanos, what news from Mardonios? 
Artabanos  I am sorry, my lord king, but the great Mrdonios is dead. 
Xerxes (rises, very much upset) Dead? 
Artabanos  Yes. He went down in the battle of Plataiai in Boiotia.  
Xerxes  So there has been a major battle? 
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Artabanos  Yes. 
Xerxes  Tell me all about it. 
Artabanos  The Hellenes had succeeded in gathering their greatest host ever. If 
we were twenty against one at Themopyle and ten against one at Salamis, at 
Plataiai we were just three to one. Neither the Hellenes nor Mardonios wanted to 
start the battle, for someone had said that the one who started the fighting would 
lose. 
Xerxes  Who commanded the Hellenes? 
Artabanos  The nephew of King Leonidas, Pausanias of Sparta. 
Xerxes  What settled the fight? 
Artabanos  Probably Alexander of Macedonia, who fought on our side. After 
several days of waiting  and repeated troupe transfers as a consequence of the 
extremely capricious manouevres of the Hellenes, Mardonios lost his patience and 
decided to attack. Then Alexander of Macedon warned the Hellenes and asked 
them to prepare for an assault. We prevailed in the beginning, the Persian riders 
tore the Hellenic lines asunder, but they drove us back again and again. All our 
best leaders went down together with Mardonios. But that is not all. 
Xerxes  Lucky for me that I was not the one who stayed to bite the grass. Who 
commanded the Athenians? 
Artabanos  Aristides.  
Xerxes  So Athenians and Spartans fought together? 
Artabanos  Yes. 
Xerxes    Together they are unbeatable. So now it is all over with the last 
Persians in Hellas. 
Artabanos  A fleet attacked Mykale on the same day. 
Xerxes  But that is here in the vicinity! That is our coast! 
Artabanos  Yes. Our fleet had sought protection there, but the Hellenes came after 
them. 
Xerxes  Was there a battle? 
Artabanos  Yes, a big battle. 
Xerxes  Tell me all about it. 
Artabanos  There was a man from Samos called Hegesistratus. He sailed to the 
Hellenic fleet at Delos and asked them to deliver his country. 
Xerxes  Who commanded the Hellenic fleet? 
Artabanos  Leutycides from Sparta. 
Xerxes (after a pause) How did the battle go? 
Artabanos  We had pulled up our fleet in safety on land, but the Hellenes landed. 
Then there was a rumour that Mardonios was dead and that his army had been 
destroyed. With such a wind they could but be victorious. Our Persians fought 
until they died or fled, and all our best men went down. When the Hellenes had 
won their victory they burned all our ships. And at this very moment a fleet from 
Athens led by Xantippos is on its way to the Hellespont to recover the lost cities 
there. 
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Xerxes  What did you say the name was of that man from Samos? 
Artabanos  Hegesistratos. 
Xerxes  Who was he? 
Artabanos (with a bow) My lord and king, he was son of Aristagoras of Miletus. 
Xerxes  So the first rebel is avenged, and his rebellion has succeeded indeed 
after twenty years’ fighting. Nothing can stop them now. They have taken the 
initiative away from us, and the world now belongs to them. They will recover all 
their Ionian cities by the coast and perhaps even Sardes. But let’s see how long 
they will last. They can’t tolerate having any masters to control them, that’s why 
they have beaten us and with their hay-forks and paper caskets sacrificed their 
cities and all their best sons just to get rid of us. Let’s see now what they will do 
with their local lords. That Themistocles, for example, appears rather large for his 
berth. They will probably not stand him for very long. And that Pausanias will 
probably get cocky after his victory, so that they will get rid of him too. There is 
something extremely self-destructive over the behaviour of the entire Hellenic 
people. 
Artabanos  There is a name for this self-destructive power. 
Xerxes  What is it called? 
Artabanos  The Hellenes themselves call it culture, great king. 
Xerxes (after a pause) Sounds like a disease. Is it contagious? 
Artabanos  Those who are seized by it are struck for the rest of their lives. All 
Hellenes are struck by it but no one else. 
Xerxes  "Culture” you said it was called? 
Artabanos  Yes. 
Xerxes  Was this the illness that made them send a hundred men against our 
thousands and prevail? 
Artabanos  Yes. 
Xerxes  Then it’s a more sacred illness than epilepsy. 
Artabanos  You could perhaps call it a divine national mental disease. 
Xerxes  From now on I prefer to silently watch its continuing ravages from a 
safe distance to in any way have any dealings with it myself. (leaves) 
Artabanos  Still it will be your death, my good Xerxes. (leaves) 
 
 

Act IV  Scene 1.  The Areopagus in Athens. 
The ruins of Acropolis in the background have been cleaned up. 

 
Aristides  No, Themistocles, you are too hard. You march on too heavily. You 
will only make us abhorrent to the rest of Hellas and into worse tyrants than the 
Persians. 
Themistocles    I am only thinking of what is best for Athens, Aristides, while you in 
your humility and modesty don’t think of what’s best for anyone but only of 
scruples. 



 51 

Aristides  Your suggestion that the collected non-Athenian fleet should be 
destroyed is infamous. It is more important to think of what is right than to think 
of what is best for Athens. If the best of Athens is given priority to right and 
justice, Athens will only head for perdition, like the Persian empire. 
Themistocles    So think no more of it. The Athenians rejected my proposition even 
without knowing it.  
Aristides  But the suggestion is a scary symptom of your moral condition, 
Themistocles. 
Themistocles    I am just a realist. But look! Here is now Xantippus! Welcome, 
Xantippus, our best general next to me! How are things at the Hellespont? 
Xantippus  When we arrived there all bridges had already been demolished. They 
had probably been ruined by the storms. It was an easy matter for us to retake 
Sestus and the other less important cities. The fairway is opened, and it is safe for 
us again to sail into the Euxinian sea. But I have another greater news to bring. 
Xerxes is dead. 
Aristides  Is Xerxes dead? 
Xantippus  He was murdered by his own uncle Artabanos in a court-revolution. 
From a Persian point of view it was a matter of justice, for Xerxes had disgraced 
his own family mainly by incestuous relationships within the family. Before his 
campaign to Hellas he had also promised Artabanos to kill his children when he 
returned, so Artanbanos had plenty of good reasons enough. 
Aristides  How did you learn about it? 
Xantippus  Artabanos sent me a personal message: ”Tell Athens, that Xerxes is 
dead and that I was the one who killed him.” 
Themistocles    Will Artabanos be great king now? 
Xantippus  No, the sons of Xerxes, Cyrus and Artaxerxes will be kings, and there 
will probably be a civil war between them, which probably Artaxerxes will win as 
the greater villain of them. 
Cimon  That’s hard news. Unfortunately there is also some sad news from 
Sparta. 
Themistocles   What news from the sick state? 
Cimon  The state that held the pass of Thermopyle with three hundred men 
against the world army of Xerxes couild never be called sick, Themistocles, no 
matter what happens there. 
Themistocles  You defend your Spartans as usual, Cimon. Why don’t you go there 
and be king of them together with that traitor Pausanias? 
Cimon  It was just the tragedy of Pausanias that I was going to tell you about. 
My friends, Athenians and brothers, our most glorious victor at Plataiai, the 
wonderful Pausanias, is dead. 
Themistocles   Cimon, I smile at your solemnity. It was of course the Spartans 
themselves who killed him? 
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Cimon  Not quite. The process against him was going on, but it could never be 
proved that he had changed sides to the Persians. His contacts with Persians were 
mainly diplomatic. 
Themistocles   Thus Cimon makes a mockery of our freedom and democracy by 
defending an intolerable tyrant who tried to betray his country for money! 
Aristides  Pausanias turned hard when he got his own Spartans against himself, 
but the accusations against him for treason could never be proved. How did 
Pausanias die, Cimon? 
Cimon  When he tried to escape he sought sanctuary in a temple. The 
Spartans found him there and locked him in, and to chastise his presumption and 
hardness they decided to keep him locked up for a while. So they walled up the 
entrance so that he could in no way get out. When they presumed he had been 
weakened enough to be taken care of, they let him out. He was still alive then but 
only for a short while. (silence) 
Themistocles   The Spartans act like animals. They are no better than the Persians or 
any barbarians. Give them a victor, and let him give them our greatest and most 
wonderful historical victory, and they will reward him thus. I warn you, 
Athenians, against the Spartans. Pausanias tried to make an alliance between 
Sparta and Persia. Now when we have the Persians at a safe distance, we should 
once and for all crush the incalculable Spartans, who if we don’t, one day will 
destroy us. 
Xantippus (to his son Pericles) This is no good example for you to follow, my son. 
Don’t listen to him. 
Cimon  The news isn’t finished yet, Themistocles. After the death of Pausanias 
new facts have become known concerning schemes. Among other things a 
correspondance has been discovered between Pausanias and Themistocles of 
Athens. 
Themistocles    You want to overthrow me, you little frog. 
Cimon  The Spartans have asked me to publish these letters to the Athenians. 
Themistocles   What are you accusing me of, Cimon, son of Miltiades, green of envy 
for my position, which you covet just to be able to live up to your father’s victory 
at Marathon, although you did not gain that victory yourself? 
Cimon  Athenians, I don’t accuse Themistocles. I only deplore his vanity, his 
presumption and his stupid intrigues. 
Aristides (views the letters) I am afraid, Themistocles, that these letters are 
compromising. 
Xantippus  What are they about? 
Themistocles   You don’t understand politics, you poor farmers. If I and Pausanias 
have had common contacts with the Persians, so what? What do you understand 
of higher diplomacy? 
Cimon  But in this letter you expressly write to Pausanias: ”My friend, it is too 
early yet to take a position against the Athenians and Hellas, for they still honour 
me. Come back with your bitter offers when I have sunk as low as you in the 
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esteem of my own people, so I might have as great a reason as you to seek 
revenge. If the Hellenes get rid of both you and me, they don’t deserve any better 
than to be crushed by the Persians as the ingrateful quarrelsome conceited petty 
commoners they are.” 
Xantippus  Has Themistocles written this? 
Cimon  Answer, Themistocles. 
Themistocles   It seems to me, Athenians, that you are getting tired of having gifts of 
one and the same hand. I gave you the victory at Salamis and helpedf you to reach 
a position of power in the Aegean sea. If you now wish to show me the same 
ingratitude as the Spartans showed Pausanias, you are free to make that choice, 
because that’s the freedom I gave you. 
several athenians  Ostracism! Ostracism! 
Xantippus  The majority demands an ostracistic vote. 
Aristides  You will be ostracised, Themistocles. 
Themistocles   Evidently we will all walk the same way, Aristides. 
Aristides  If you are lucky you will be recalled after three years like myself. 
Themistocles    The Athenians will never recall me. I have become too great for 
them. 
Aristides  I don’t think for a moment that you ever considered helping the 
Persians against the Hellenes. 
Themistocles   For certain the Hellenes are not the least better than barbarians but 
they are rather even crueller. The only thing that separates them from the 
barbarians is that Homer happened to be a Hellene. Still, Aristides, I would rather 
die than fight on the Persian siade against the Hellenes. 
Xantippos  The Ostracism has been done. Everyone votes Themistocles. I am 
sorry, Themistocles, but you have to leave Athens for ten years. 
Themistocles    Aristides and Cimon, I leave Athens to you. Manage it well in my 
absence. 
Aristides  I am old. Your victories, Themistocles, will have to be only Cimon’s in 
the future. 
Themistocles       Aristides, my life’s constant enemy, you are the only true 
Athenian. (leaves) 
Xantippos  Do you think he will go east or west? 
Cimon  He will probably find his way to Korfu, and that would be wise of 
him. But the Persians would very much like to buy him. 
Aristides  Hospitable Cimon, what more bad news to you have to bring? 
Cimon  Sparta asks for help, for the Messenians have rebelled, and Elis and 
Arcadia threaten to join hem. 
Xantippos  Themistocles is gone, who was the only one who would have refused 
the Spartans any help. Athenians, Cimon has cleaned up the entire Aegean sea 
and liberated the entire Ionian coast as far away as to Cyprus, so the Persians will 
never dare to stick their noses out of Sardes any more. Would we then not have 
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the time and opportunity to reach our drowning brother, who fought for us at 
Thermopyle and Plataiai and offer him a helping hand? 
Aristides  Cimon, your Spartans shall have our armies. 
Cimon  I thank you for that with Sparta. 
Pericles  Father, don’t help Sparta. 
Xantippus  What are you saying, my son? 
Pericles  Themistocles was right. 
Xantippus  My son, you are still too young to be able to decide the destinies of the 
world. Keep quiet and still until your time will come. 
Cimon  So we are all agreed about whole-hearted support for the Spartans? 
Any questions? 
Aristides  As long as the Spartans stand on our side, we stand on theirs. 
Cimon  Thank you. 
 
 

Scene 2.  A street in Athens. 
 
Pericles  Don’t be offended, Aeschylus. You can’t claim to win every time. 
Aeschylus  But to lose against an upstart! 
Pericles  You will still remain the greatest tragedian of Athens. 
Aeschylus  But my honour is sullied, and my faith in the Athenians has taken a 
turn!  
Pericles  We can’t do much about the democratic system. The centuries have 
shown that to be the best of all possible ways of political government, since unlike 
all other political systems it has the capacity of always renewing itself. When some 
politician becomes too autocratic we ostracise him, which happened to both 
Aristides, Themistocles and Cimon among many others, which allows younger 
politicians to come forth giving the state new powers and ideas, like me. For the 
same reason we arrange contests every year about who has accomplished the best 
drama, and if you lose once you should find it an honour instead of the contrary, 
in the same way as ostracized politicians have a better life in exile than those who 
stay at home suffering. 
Aeschylus   But how could you think that someone like Sophocles is of any good, 
this public flirt, this adorer of young men, this effeminate posturer with no 
backbone, this thin and superficial callous stiff of a statue without morals? 
Pericles  He may be all what you say, but he has style and elegance, he has 
subtlety and a noble way with the language, and above all he is young and brings 
something new. And you must admit that he at least is better then Euripides. 
Aeschylus  Yes, that decadent feminist takes the prize in degeneration. You are 
right. I should be content as long as he doesn’t win the prize. 
Pericles  But here comes the sculptor Socrates. 
Aeschylus  How could you associate with such an ugly and base fellow? 
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Pericles  He is of more value to me than all other Athenians, for he always 
speaks the truth. 
Aeschylus  You mean he is the only one who dares to give you a bad conscience? 
Pericles  Yes, something like that. 
Socrates  Hail to thee, banisher of Cimon! 
Pericles  Hail yourself, relentless speaker of the truth! But today for once you 
are wrong. No one pleaded more warmly than I for the return of Cimon. 
Socrates  Still you were the one who had him ostracised. 
Pericles  The Athenians have every right to ostracise whoever they please. It 
could be me next time. No one can infringe on this democratic insurance of the 
Athenians. 
Socrates  You know very well, Pericles, that you will never get ostracised, for 
you made sure from the beginning to have the majority of the common people on 
your side. 
Pericles  The aristocrats needed to be pushed back. 
Socrates   Yes. Cimon needed to be exiled. Themistocles needed to be made a 
traitor. Aristides needed to be removed. And now they are all gone, and there is 
only you left. 
Pericles  Aristides died a natural death as the noblest of all Athenians in 
humble poverty and faithful to his duties to the last moment. Themistocles proved 
his superior courage and confirmed his integrity when he in the service of the 
Persians rather committed suicide than drew weapons against the Athenians. 
Even Cimon fell on his post in the battle of Cyprus as impeccable in his life’s 
mission as the other two. 
Socrates  I only question your treatment of Cimon, whose ostracism you 
implemented.  
Pericles  My dear Socrates, in the same way I could question your qualities as a 
sculptor, but I don’t, for I like you for the sake of your honesty. No man’s position 
is more exposed however than the politician’s. For the sake of my ambitions I am 
met with scorching crticism every day, still I am very far from being as hated as 
Cimon. He was unlucky in his dealings with Sparta, by his advice we sent 
assistance to Sparta which the Spartans insulted and returned, their pride has 
made the division between Athens and Sparta unbridgeable, and ironically 
enough it was the generosity of Cimon who caused the breach, but that’s not why 
he was ostracized. He received bribes from the king of Macedonia, and an 
Athenian politician does not receive bribes. 
Socrates  He denied it. 
Pericles  Just because an Athenian politician must not take bribes he had to 
deny it when he does. Such double standards are not acceptable in Athens. 
Socrates  And you are spotless? 
Pericles  I try to be. I have all respect for the Athenian right of ostracism. 
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Socrates  The best thing about you, Pericles, is your respect for the Hellenic 
human value. That’s why you are also respected. But the worst thing about you is 
your ambitions. What do you really want to accomplish? 
Pericles  I want to accomplish a beautiful world for man to live in. I want to 
make Athens the most beautiful city for the whole world now and for the future to 
look up to. I want to make my city the world leader for Hellenic culture. I want the 
world to be beautiful, and that’s why I begin with Athens, for it is perhaps only 
with my own city that I have the possibility to succeed. Look. Here is my best 
assistant. Welcome, Phidias. 
Phidias  Greetings, you friend of the poor and the foremost advocate of 
freedom. 
Socrates  His advocacy of freedom will cost Athens all its fortune. He turns the 
Athenians enthusiastic about ruining themselves. 
Phidias  Wrong, Socrates. He does nothing that Athens can’t afford. In order to 
carry through the building projects of Acropolis, he like Aristides refrains from 
increasing his own fortune to instead, like Aristides, wisely further the economic 
interests of all Athens. 
Socrates  Don’t try to make me believe that Pericles isn’t rich. 
Phidias  What he owns he inherited from his parents, but all the profits of gold 
he makes he scoops into the treasury of Athens. He has no income while that of 
Athens grows the more. 
Socrates  Although all your enemies and competitors are gone, Pericles, you 
still have Thucydides left to fight, and as leader of the aristocrats he won’t give in. 
Pericles  I am aware that a duel betyween ourselves at the Areopagus is 
unavoidable. 
Socrates  Even if you beat him, Pericles, don’t believe that you will ever become 
perfect. (leaves) 
Phidias  Who was that villain? 
Pericles  A sculptor. But he will end up as our wisest philosopher. 
 
 

Scene 3.  The Areopagus. 
You see the new Acropolis rising in the background  

with the construction works half finished. 
 
Thucydides  I hereby accuse to the people’s assembly Pericles for gradually having 
acquired absolute power over Athens. I demand ostracism. 
Pericles  This is a gross accusation, Tucydides. I must ask you to explain the 
grounds for this loose accusation more in detail. 
Thucydides  Firstly Perciles has completely overturned the since long established 
power of the people’s assembly of the Areopagus to make this institution no 
longer workable. Pericles has crushed our highest form of justice! 
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Pericles  The Areopagus as a court of justice was a tool in the hands of the 
aristocrats. You are yourself the leader of the party of the aristocrats, Thucydides, 
so one can well understand your harm over the transfer of the legislation from the 
highest court of the Areopagus directly to the people. 
Thucydides   Still Pericles did crush this highest court by political coups as his 
means! 
Pericles  Say Ephialtes and not Pericles. That the highest court of the 
Areopagus was discontiued was the will of the people. Or else it could not have 
happened. Is it Thucydides’ intention to turn against the will of the people? In that 
case he should think twice before demanding ostracism. 
Thucydides  I declare to you, Athenians, that Pericles aims for supreme power over 
Athens. With this ambition he has from the beginning turned his back on the 
aristocrats, although he is an aristocrat himself, to instead court the poorer 
multitude. With this ambition he worked against Cimon’s Spartan peace policy 
from the beginning, and the risk is the hostile policy of Pericles against Sparta 
with the years will lead to an extensive Hellenic civil war with unsurveyable 
disastrous consequences for Athens first of all. With this ambition he has Cimon 
ostracised although Cimon had done more for Athens than anyone else. Cimon 
always prevailed and was infallibly victorious. How many victories have Pericles 
secured? He is the only now living Athenian who always led the Athenians in war 
against Sparta with defeat for a result. 
Pericles  You always speak ill of me, Thucydides. What are your own aims? Do 
you have any? Is it to reinstall the highest court of the Areopagus so that all justice 
again will be decided only by the aristocrats? Is it to restore the monopoly of the 
aristocrats on all trade? You speak so well of Cimon. Is it your intention to sail out 
against the Persians yourself and continue the heroic war which was interrupted 
by Cimon’s regrettable demise? No one has honoured Cimon’s qualities and 
memories more than I. Whose memory has Thucydides honoured besides his 
own?  
Thucydides I warn you against this man, Athenians. With his introduction of 
expensive luxury life in Athens, with his furthering of parasites in art, of fortune 
hunters in the theatre, of amateurs in the building business and dangerously 
expensive pleasures for the common people he will ruin Athens and all your 
savings! His so called advancement of culture will only import moral looseness, 
political dissolution and chaos in the future! I must demand that he be ostracized. 
You must choose between him or me. 
Pericles  Thucydides, you now speak about things of which you know nothing. 
The state treasury of Athens consists of 9000 talents. All those building projects 
initiated by me, the reconstruction of Acropolis with a new temple for Athena, the 
long walls down to Pireus, our new Odeon among others, will cost all together 
3000 talents. Well, Athenians, it might have been wrong of me, who took the 
initiative for these construction works, to pay for them by your money and that of 
the state. May I then instead pay for the Parthenon temple and the new Odeon  
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myself and take the money out of my own purse. May it then also be my name 
inscribed on these buildings and not of all Athenians. 
Thucydides  Athenians! How do you vote? Me or Pericles? 
Athenians  Pericles! Pericles! 
an Athenian    Pericles, keep your money, but let the new beautiful buildings 
belong to us and the city of Athens. It doesn’t matter how much they cost. 
Another   Thucydides, we ostracise you, for the people want to keep their 
freedom, their expansion, their buildings and their Pericles. 
Thucydides  You will have war with Sparta! 
Pericles  That will be the fault of Sparta in that case and not of ours. 
A third Athenian   We are sorry, Thucydides, but you have to leave Athens. 
Everyone wants it that way. 
Thucydides  Keep your Pericles then and with him your stupid theatre plays and 
all those fools who give themselves airs on stage! You don’t deserve any better 
than to be ruined by the seductions of Pericles! Live with him today, but don’t 
complain when he one day also will be gone and the reckonings start to appear! 
Pericles  Thucydides, we thank you for your warnings. 
Thucydides  Go to hell! (leaves) 
Aeschylus  Pericles, we thank you for staying on. Sophocles, Euripides and me 
beg to congratulate. 
Phidias  Does this mean that we may continue our work on the Parthenon? 
Pericles  Yes, Phidias, now it’s just to roll on. Don’t save your enthusiasm! Let 
Parthenon be the most beautiful temple in the world, let your sculptures blind the 
gods by their beauty, and let Pallas Athena be the most splendid goddess on earth! 
I make you chief responsible for all Acropolis, you may employ whoever you 
wish. All I need and demand is beauty. 
Phidias  That’s also the only thing we Hellenic artists can achieve. 
Pericles  Good! Carry on like that! 
 
 

Scene 4.  Sparta, the council. 
 
Archidamos  What is it now? 
Sthenelaidas   An embassy has arrive from Corinth. They have strange things to tell 
about Athens. 
Archidamos   Is it about the trouble with Corfu? 
Sthenelaidas   Yes, to the highest degree, and this time Athens really seems to have 
gone too far. 
Archidamos    Let’s hear the Corinthians. 
Sthenelaidas   Ambassadors of Corinth, please come forth. You have complaints 
against the Athenians? 
1 Corinthian   We have complaints against the Athenians and the the Spartans. 
Sthenelaidas   Let’s hear. 
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1 Corinthian   Corfu is our daughter colony. Epidamnos on the Illyrian coast is the 
daughter colony of Corfu and so our granddaughter. Now Epidamnos was badly 
assaulted by barbarians. So Epidamnos asked her mother Corfu for some help, but 
Corfu did not want to help them. So Epidamnos turned to us, and we helped 
them. But then Corfu wakes up and says: “Corinth has no business with 
Epidamnios” and sends a fleet against Epidamnos, takes the city by force and 
humiliates the Corinthians. So there is a war between Corfu and Corinth. 
Archidamos    We know all that already. Try to be brief, my friend, and don’t be as 
tiresome and lengthy as the self-centred Athenians. 
1 Corinthian   I am only trying to be perfectly clear. Corinth is more powerful than 
Corfu, why Corfu naturally is afraid of the war. So Corfu looks around for allies. 
She therefore seeks an alliance with Athens. Athens decides to help Corfu and 
sends out thirty ships to fight on her side against us. So now there is also a war 
between Corinth and Athens. 
Archidamos    You also had some complaint against Sparta. What is that complaint 
about? 
1 Corinthian   Sparta is slow. Sparta sleeps. Athens is growing over the head of 
Hellas, and its dictator Pericles threatens to make himself king of all Hellenes, but 
Sparta just sleeps on. Corfu violates her own Hellenic brothers, and Athens 
support her in that, but Sparta just sleeps on and does nothing about it. 
Archidamos    The Athenians are known for acting first and thinking later. Here in 
Sparta we prefer to think first and then to act. 
1 Corinthian   It’s time to act now! Or else Athens will be too powerful for all of us. 
Her presumption must be chastised before it crushes and smothers all freedom in 
Hellas! 
Archidamos    You want us to make war against Athens? 
1 Corinthian   Yes. 
Archidamos    A war is no small matter, and we are most reluctant to war against 
other Hellenes. War is something you make against barbarians like Persians and 
Egyptians and not against our own brothers. You don’t want war, my good man. 
What you demand is an all-Hellenic civil war. 
Sthenelaidas   Who is this Pericles? 
1 Corinthian   He is an able politician and the best man Athens has had after 
Cimon. 
Archidamos    Wasn’t he the one who had Cimon ostracised? 
1 Corinthian   Yes, but after Cimon’s return they were reconciled, and Cimon went 
down in the middle of his greatest victory over the Persians at the battle of 
Cyprus. That victory finished the Persian war, and since then the Persians keep 
consistently away from the Ionian coast of Asia. But after Cimon’s death Pericles 
has run Athens in a constantly more imperialistic direction. His aim is to make 
Athens the capital of all Hellas. 
Archidamos    All this we know well enough, but to our knowledge Pericles has not 
taken any false step. He preserves the peace, he manages the economy and 
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jurisdiction of Athens well enough, he is deeply comcerned about the democracy 
of Athens and is quite legally re-elected strategist every year, which is his only 
title, so I don’t understand why you call him dictator. 
Sthenelaidas   I can tell something to this context which isn’t quite as pretty. He was 
married to a widow with childen from an earlier marriage, she gave Pericles two 
sons, but they divorced, and she took another husband. Pericles then fell for a 
courtesan called Aspasia. But this Aspasia wasn’t just anyone. She was from 
Miletus and as notorious on the Asian coast as Thargelia. 
Archidamos    I remember that Thargelia. She could have any man, but she only 
chose the best ones, who in her hands were shaped into obedient tools in the 
hands of the Persians. And Pericles fell for such an Thargelia? 
Sthenelaidas   On the advice of Aspasia Pericles undertook the war campaign 
against Samos. Samos was a flourishing colony of Athens which desired to 
wander its own free ways, but Pericles and Athens therefore bound her to 
compulsory submission. This I suggest was Pericles’ only false step. 
Archidamos    He lives with a courtesan who makes him enforce the power of 
Athens in dangerously accelerating pace. I admit this is precarious, but it’s not 
reason enough for any war. 
1 Corinthian   By the Athenian alliance with Corfu Athens now threatens the 
freedom of all Peloponnesian states. Only Corinth could vie with Athens in 
controlling the sea, and only Corfu competed with Corinth. Against Athens and 
Corfu together Corinth stands no chance, Athens will this way get a trading 
monopoly for all Hellas, and what happens then to the Peloponnese? Gradually 
we will be forced under the will and laws of Athens, by which we will have to 
give up all freedom of our own. The democracy of Athens is only for Athenians 
and their servants. All others will be be slaves of Athens the tyrant. 
Archidamos    I admit that this is precarious. But we could never defeat Athens, and 
we can never defeat Pericles, for he is too wise to ever get involved with a war 
with us. We could devastate Attica, but we can never reach them behind their 
walls not get at them at sea. A war would be stillborn from the beginning and 
become endless and only result in the impoverishment of all Hellas. A civil war 
would be nothing else than a total self-destruction for all Hellas. Such a matter is 
not worthy of us Hellenes. 
Sthenelaidas   We were in agreement with Athens as long as Cimon lived, but 
Pericles was against Sparta from the beginning. He always wished Sparta out of 
the map since Sparta alone resists his ambitions. There may be no end to his 
cleverness, capacity and wisdom, and Athens may reach no end to its prosperity 
under his guidance, but also he must one day be gone. What will happen then to 
Athens with all her wild plays, extravagant waste and absurd showing off with 
grand buildings? I think that a war with Athens will only last until Pericles dies. 
Then we will defeat her and chastise her presumption. We can never defeat 
Pericles, but Pericles can also never defeat Sparta. Sparta could vanquish Athens 
though when Pericles is gone. 
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Archidamos    It could be a matter of many years. 
1 Corinthian   It’s a matter of freedom for Hellas or a future under the tyranny of 
Athens. 
Archidamos  All my being opposes a Hellenic civil war, but I am just a king and has 
no say. The council will have to decide on this matter, and unfortunately I am 
aware that most have had enough of the presumption, aggression and vanity of 
the vaunting of Athens. There will probably be war, and the only certain thing 
about it is that there will be no good outcome of it. 
Sthenelaidas   Our man from Corinth, will you tell your home city that Sparta is not 
sleeping any more. 
Corinthian    I am grateful for that answer . (bows and leaves.) 
Archidamos    Every year for fifteen years Pericles has paid us tribute to leave the 
interests of Athens in peace. We have tolerated the incredible expansion of Athens 
and only prospered by our tolerance. I am afraid that the loss of the tributes from 
Athens will fill Sparta with a certain regret. 
Sthenelaidas   What is riches to duty? The freedom of Hellas is in danger, and what 
is Sparta for if not for defending it? 
Archidamos    I am afraid that you unfortunately are quite right. But as a Spartan I 
can’t give up that easily. I will visit Pericles in Athens myself and talk with him. 
Sthenelaidas   That would only make matters worse. It would only raise a 
commotion. 
Archidamos    No. For the sake of the freedom of Hellas, I will go there incognito. 
 
 

Scene 5.  Athens, the Areopagus. 
The completed Acropolis is glowing in the sunset of the background. 

 
Pericles  You asked for a meeting with me alone, king Archidamos of Sparta, 
and you have it. No one knows you are here except me. 
Archidamos    I presume that you can guess my issue. 
Pericles  I think our issue is the same. 
Archidamos  Peace at any cost is my message. 
Pericles  That is my wish as well, and it sounds beautiful, but it is unpractical. 
“Peace at any cost” is an unexpected word from a king of the warrior nation of 
Sparta which earlier commanded Athens to raise the siege of the rebellious 
Potidaia and give Megara her freedom. 
 Archidamos   The Spartans demand freedom for all Hellas, and their demand is 
right. The Athenians demand to keep their power, and they have the right to 
defend what they for so many years arduously worked for. It’s up to us to 
combine the demands of both our nations with each other. 
Pericles  The Athenians don’t trust the good will and beautiful words of 
Sparta. They believe that Sparta behind their attractive demand of freedom only 
conceal their intrigues to bereave Athens of its position of power. The Athenians 
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think that Sparta wants to bereave Athens of its leadership in Hellas just to make 
themselves the leaders of Hellas instead. Sparta calls Athens a tyrant. Would 
Sparta make a better tyrant for Hellas than Athens? 
Archidamos  You are right. Behind all the brandishing of weapons there is nothing 
but base human envy. It has been raised by Corinth against Athens, and Corinth 
has infested all Peloponnese with it, and it can’t be stilled. It asks for blood, if the 
two of us can’t meet their reasonable demand of greater freedom. 
Pericles  You demand freedom for Megara and Potidaia. Let’s presume that we 
accept these demands. Do you think that will satisfy Corinth? No, Corinth will 
only be furious for not getting that war against Athens that it desired. What will 
the result be? New harder demands of concessions from our side. If we give 
Corinth a little toe they will in their bitter jealousy immediately demand the entire 
foot.  
Archidamos  Still I ask you to give Hellas a chance. We are in a crisis which is 
unpleasant for all of us. It is not for the Hellenes to fight among themselves. It is 
for them to oppose Persia, conquer Egypt and colonise Italy. An internal war 
within Hellas will only weaken us in sight of the barbarians, who then possibly 
might recover their initiative. Aren’t there already efforts going on from both the 
Athenian and Peloponnesian side to get the Persians on one Hellenic aside against 
the other Hellenic part? Isn’t that outrageous? Aren’t we ashamed of our own 
egoism? We have created a noble Hellas as the leading nation of the world  
exclusively on the foundartion of democracy. No other people has any democracy. 
Shall we then allow our wonderful democracy to perish in a petty civil war and let 
all the surrounding tyrants laugh their sides off from malicious joy and live in 
peace and get fat on our vain bribes? Can we allow such a thing, Pericles? 
Pericles  We cannot accept your demands. If we give liberty to Megara and 
Potidaia, then Sparta must give liberty to Messenia, Elis and Arcadia. 
Archidamos  That is impossible. 
Pericles  We have laid siege to Potidaia for six months. Could anyone demand 
such a long siege to be interrupted just like that? That is equally impossible. 
Archidamos  Alas Hellas, in vain presumption you prided yourself to become as 
self-destructive as ever Pausanias and Themistocles when they found their 
destruction in trying to find support for their power positions by proposing to the 
Persian tyranny! Has Hellas then learned nothing from their examples? Will 
Hellas then breed only vain egoists and no diplomats? 
Pericles  You said, Archidamos, that your message was peace at any price. But 
your people want to make no concessions, as little as the Athenians want it. 
Archidamos  Let’s view the situation practically. The majority of the Hellenes are 
on our side. Athens has made herself loathed while Sparta has everyone’s 
sympathy. We have an army which you lack, and it is easy for us to raise a 
rebellion among your allies in your great naval alliance. Your only advantage is 
your fleet, but Corinth can still match it. 
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Pericles  Our fleet could without difficulty plunder all your coasts and ravage 
them. You could easily have access into Attica and ravage the country, but you 
could never reach any further than to our walls. You could be successful to begin 
with, but our war of defence would at length survive your attacks. And we will 
never start the war ourselves. 
Archidamos    Apollo in Delphi says that we would win in the end if we wage 
everything. He has declared himself to be on our side whether we evoke him or 
not. 
Pericles  Now you no longer view the situation practically. Apollo was the only 
one who stood up for Hector, but Hector was killed anyway in the end like all 
Troy was destroyed although Apollo, the lightest and noblest of all the gods, stood 
on their side. I am afraid, Archidamos, that a war is always godless in whatever 
religion or god’s name you fight it. 
Archidamos    We will never start the war unless we are attacked. 
Pericles  In that case you will have what you want. In that case we both get 
what we want, which is peace. 
Archidamos    But we have to eliminate the war risks, so that there could never be 
war between us! Alas, why did the noble Pausanias go mad? He was the one who 
first dug the rift between Sparta and Athens. And why isn’t there any more a man 
like Cimon, who could enthuse all Hellas against foreign enemies instead of 
letting Hellenic aggressions find sad outlets at home! 
Pericles  Themistocles was right who meant that Hellenes in many cases were 
crueller and harder than the barbarians instead of any better. 
Archidamos     Still we have our unique democracy consistently implemented in 
almost all of Hellas! Still you Athenians have this wonderful city, this brilliant 
monument to civilisation Acropolis, all these divine poets like Aeschylus, 
Euripides and Sophocles… 
Pericles  Aeschylus is dead and has been replaced by the banterer 
Aristophanes. 
Archidamos    Still you have your philosophy and your scientists. Is this spiritual 
cultivation not worth defending and sparing from a barbarising civil war? Forget 
yourselves, Athenians, your privileges, your money and the dream of your 
victories, which only seduce you to the self-destructive falseness of pride! Think of 
Hellas instead and of the future for our splendid people! 
Pericles  I often thought, that if there would be a civil war, both Aristides, 
Themistocles, Cimon and myself lived in vain, and then our victories at both 
Marathon, Salamis and Plataiai were all just vanity. 
Archidamos    We have the same thoughts, Pericles. We have the same soul, and all 
Hellas thinks as we do. Could we then not evade a civil war? 
(enter a messenger) 
messenger Aspasia told me to find you here. Pericles, strategist of Athens, a war 
has broken out between Plataiai and Thebes in Boiotia. 
Pericles  What are you saying, croaker? 
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messenger  A group of Thebans ventured a coup in Plataiai, but they were beaten 
back, and instead Plataiai has struck against Thebes and been successful. 
Pericles  Your allies in Thebes, Archidamos, tried to get the upper hand on our 
allies in Plataiai, but Plataiai is now instead assailing Thebes. Who started the war, 
Archidamos? 
Archidamos    It is forced upon us against our will. 
Pericles  And I am afraid, Archidamos, that we who most of all wished to avert 
it will be made its first victims. 
Archidamos    We are old, you and I, Pericles, which maybe is our luck, for 
suddenly it seems as if the curtain had fallen on our future. 
Pericles  Archidamos, the curtain never falls except on us politicians. On stage 
the drama will always go on, and even if Hellas will fail politically her theatre will 
remain and conquer all the world. Our religion, Archidamos, in Athens is the 
drama, it is a human religion without gods, and it shows the destiny which is 
there to be challenged. Man is innocent, Archidamos, like the two of us are 
without blame for this war. But even if we as politicians will be punished by our 
own for this war, man’s innocence will always remain standing, and it will always 
go on living by this our Hellenic drama. 
Archidamos    But in your tragedies everyone always die. 
Pericles  No, we are just purged of our guilt, just for innocence to always be 
able to live on the more clearly and brilliantly. 
Archidamos  Pericles, you should have been a philopher and not a politician. 
Pericles  If someone pleases I might perhaps get another chance. 
Archidamos  Discuss the matter with Pythagoras. Farewell. (leaves) 
Pericles  Farewell, thou faithful Sparta, the greatest defender of freedom for all 
times. 
 
 

Act V  Scene 1.  Two years later. A portico in Athens. 
 
Socrates  No, my good Protagoras, you are quite wrong. Try to view the matter 
this way instead. Assuming that the spear had hit a man instead of a horse. Would 
it then still have been an accident or a case for the court? 
Protagoras  The man had no intention to kill anybody. That his arm had a twitch 
in the middle of his throw so that the spear went wrong in the contest was not 
because he aimed wrong. So it was an accident, and no one can be blamed for an 
accident which he did not wish himself, as little as Pericles can be blamed for the 
Peloponnesian war. 
Socrates  Would you claim that he is innocent of the war who started it himself? 
Protagoras  Quiet! I see him coming. 
Pericles (enters, ages and bent) Greetings, my philosopher friends. 
Socrates  Greetings, Pericles. We are still standing where you left us yesterday. 
We still don’t know whether it was the man who threw the javelin, the leader of 
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the games or the spear itself which was to blame for the death of the unfortunate 
horse. 
Protagoras  How are you, Pericles? 
Pericles  I was hoping to meet Pythagoras. 
Socrates (to Protagoras) Something has happened to him. 
Protagoras (to Socrates) He is far away. 
Socrates  Pythagoras, Pericles, has been dead for seventy years. 
Pericles  No, he is still alive like Solon. 
Protagoras  Has Aspasia been quarrelling with you again, Pericles? 
Pericles  No, she has just lost all her sons. 
Socrates  But you still have a son left, Pericles. 
Pericles  No, he died yesterday. 
Protagoras (after a pause) We are sorry. 
Pericles  It’s nothing to be sorry about. He died like everyone else. The plague 
is nothing to deplore. It’s just a part of nature. The war is nothing to regret. It just 
bereaves us of all our men.  
Socrates  So why then did you start it? 
Pericles  My dear Socrates, you always go bang to the point, and that is why 
you are my best friend. I started the war, Socrates, since I saw that we couldn’t 
lose but had everything to gain. 
Socrates  The gambler reasons in the same way when he throws his dice. Still he 
loses more than he wins, which he never can admit to himself, and that’s why he 
goes on gambling unto his own destruction. 
Pericles  There is a difference though, Socrates. In this war the gains were 
secure from the beginning. With our fleet we had the power to completely isolate 
and put all the Peloponnese out of order, where Sparta practically had all its allies. 
With our Athenian walls down to Pireus we were completely protected against all 
attacks and only had to avoid the Spartans in close combat. We would have won 
the entire war within these two years if the plague hadn’t arrived, which not even 
the Spartans had expected. 
Socrates  No, but they expected some help from Apollo, and he is known to be 
able to spread the plague among those he doesn’t like. He did that already at Troy. 
But you, Pericles, like Alcibiades and other men of the new age don’t believe any 
longer in the gods. 
Pericles  Socrates, you are right in seeing the plague as a punishment for my 
presumption. 
Protagoras  Wherein lies your presumption, Pericles? 
Pericles  It consisted in my presumption that I regarded the victory as obvious 
in view of the material possibilities, by which I disregarded any possibility of the 
existence of any supernatural factors. 
Socrates  The plague is still only natural. 
Pericles  Is it? Why are then only the Athenians struck and not the Spartans? 
Why are then only the best members of my family dying while the scumbags are 
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surviving? Why may I live on while the plague is taking all my friends and all my 
people? 
Protagoras  Pericles, you if anyone must live on. Without you Athens would be 
lost. You are the one who created the city and gave it to us and the world. Without 
you the Acropolis would never have been recreated in such a beautiful shape. 
Without you the Attic sea league would never have become such a powerful and 
well sustained empire. Hellas stands and falls with you, Pericles. 
Socrates  And that is actually my only objection against you, Pericles. In your 
creating the most beautiful city in the world and its ideal democracy you have 
committed a crime just because your creation stands and falls with you. Why have 
you givens us this incomparable Athens and its power when everything must go 
down as soon as you are gone?  There is no Athenian who would be able to 
shoulder your responsibility when you are gone. If you die before the war has 
been won by Athens she will never be able to win. 
Protagoras  If the Athenians learn about what you have said, and Pericles then no 
longer is here to protect you, they will demand of you to empty the poison cup for 
such demoralising words. 
Socrates  I am just a realist and state things as they are. That is no crime. 
Pericles  Socrates shows me the way. I am sorry, gentlemen, but I am finished 
as a man. It would have been better for Athens if she had done what the Spartans 
demanded, to have me ostracised, before the war broke out. Only then the war 
could have been avoided. I became the only Athenian leader never to be 
ostracised, and that became the destruction of Athens. 
Protagoras  You both look at it too gloomily. Athens could never perish, Pericles. 
You made it to carry on for all times. Your life’s work is part of eternity. 
Pericles (desperate) What does my life’s work matter any more when my last son is 
dying in that plague which so far is the only thing my imperialistic war has 
brought with it? 
(pause) 
Protagoras  You are the only one who can save Athens, Pericles. 
Pericles  I might have created Athens, but thereby I also created for myself too 
solid a power position, and there is no heavier and harder confining shackle than 
such a theatre mask which you no longer can remove. What actor can bear with 
playing a part which he never may stop acting? 
Socrates  Are you also then just an actor, Pericles? 
Protagoras  But your part, Pericles, is the best of all parts. 
Pericles  Still I envy Euripides who has the freedom to be able to write both 
good and worse parts without ever having to act them himself. And he is banished 
sometimes for his bad parts while no one punishes me for having brought both the 
war and the plague to Athens! 
Protagoras  You were sentenced to pay a fine of fifty talents. 
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Pericles  As if crimes could be atoned for by money! Homer was lucky who 
started Hellas off. I wish I would not have to be the one who perhaps brought it to 
conclusion. (leaves) 
Protagoras  He is too miserable a man to be able to be cured. 
Socrates  He is washed up. The sooner he dies, the less miserable he will 
become. 
Protagoras  Do you mean that he otherwise could become even more miserable? 
Socrates (after some pondering) No, I don’t think that even Pericles could become a 
more miserable man than Pericles. 
 
 

Scene 2.  The Areopagus. 
 
A spartan messenger  Athenians! We are sent here from Sparta to offer you 
peace and reconciliation. Our abominable war, which neither Archidamos nor 
Percles desired but which struck us anyway, has now been going on for seven 
years without anything else having been reaped but sorrow and death, graves and 
coffins, widows and fatherless children to an unheard extent all over Hellas. Only 
for our own sake, for the sake of us Spartans and you Athenians and for our 
egoistic power interests have these uncountable sacrifices been claimed from Sicily 
to Cyprus and from Cyrene to Thracia. Do we have any right to thus only for our 
own sake shed the best blood of men in Hellas? We are tired of hating you,and 
you must be tired of hating us. The war must also have bereft yourselves like 
ourselves of our best men. Didn’t Pericles himself die in that plague which became 
the first consequences of the war? 
Cleon (rises) Athenians, don’t believe this sly Spartan. He talks sweet words to 
flatter us and fool us, for thus he is instructed by his own. It suits the Spartans to 
beg for peace now when for the first time in these seven years they are at a 
disadvantage. Would we loose the reins now when we have everything to gain? 
Never! Pericles started this war because we could but win it, and he was right. 
Would we abstain from that victory which he promised us? Never! And you are 
wrong, Spartan, concerning his death. He didn’t die of the plague, and the plague 
was not caused by the war. The plague came from Libya and started in our port 
Pireus, and Pericles died of fever as a result of overstraining. That is how it was. 
Nikias (rises) I ask for once allowance for saying a few words. 
Cleon  Sit down, Nikias! You have no say! 
Several Athenians     Shut up, Cleon! Let Nikias speak! He never says much 
anyway. 
Nikias  I have seen plenty in my days, and the Athenians have always 
succeeded in surpassing themselves in sheer folly, but Cleon actually wins the 
prize. Athenians, we cannot afford to reject a peace which the gods perhaps never 
again will offer us. Sparta offers us to remain ourselves, and isn’t that just what we 
all want? We may keep our empire of trade and our long walls, and the demands 
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that Sparta craved which started the war they don’t insist on any more. The only 
sensible thing is therefore with all our hearts to embrace and welcome the first 
possibility of peace that has turned up in seven all too long and difficult years. 
Cleon  You are a coward, Nikias, because you are old and afraid in your age 
of losing your fortune. You don’t want to go on fighting against the Spartans only 
because you would rather make yourself comfortable and stagnate in your wealth. 
Nikias  Athenians, I have earlier with difficulty succeeded in averting follies 
of this braggart Cleon, and unfortunately I have not always succeeded. But always 
when I did succeed it benefited Athens. Cleon wanted to butcher all Mytilenians 
when Lebos made a rebellion, I managed to have them spared, and Lesbos has for 
that reason not tried again to leave the league. Cleon alone represents the 
Athenian cruelty in this war, for he was born to be a bloodthirsty butcher. I beg 
you, Spartan messenger, to pardon Cleon and never think that any Athenian is as 
brutal as he. 
Cleon  Nikias is too good to be able to see through the scheme of the 
Spartans. We now hold the knife into the back of the Spartans by having got a firm 
hold of Pylus, and only because of that the Spartans are begging for peace on any 
conditions just to be able to strike back again later when their back is free again. 
Nikias  We can’t hold on to Pylus, Cleon. It is too far away, and it is only a 
temporary bridgehead. 
Cleon  Are you afraid of going there to assist our own? 
Nikias  If you really think we could hold Pylus and that way overcome the 
Peloponnese, I suggest that you go there yourself as a general and fight, you who 
are so bold. 
Cleon  I accept the challenge. Nikias has given me the supreme command of 
Pylus. I take over Pylus. We will establish a fortress there and that way smash the 
Peloponnesian alliance! 
Nikias (to the Spartans) He has always been big-mouthed like that. Already Pericles 
warned us against him. 
Spartan Pity that the loudness of folly usually overrules the prudence of 
wisdom. 
Nikias  Only he is heard in politics who has the loudest and ugliest voice. 
Spartan  We are sorry, but as long as it has to be like that in Athens there is not 
likely to ever be any peace. (breaks up) 
Nikias  Go to Pylus then, Cleon, and smash the siege of the Spartans as well 
as you can. No matter how the outcome, either the Spartans will lose, or we will 
lose you. 
Cleon  Our duel will continue as I come back as a victor, Nikias! 
Alcibiades (aside) Cleon is a vulgar warmonger who shames Athenian nationalism 
and progress, but let him go on: as long as he is victorious he will do no harm no 
matter what means he applies. 
Socrates (his protector) And when he is not victorious any longer? 
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Alcibiades  Then he will vanish like the wet spot after a smashed mosquito. And 
then I will be ready to take over. 
 
 

Scene 3.  The Areopagus. 
 
Nikias  Athenians, it is with sadness in my heart that I must say that you want 
to drive Athens back into a bloody civil war by deceit within Hellas. Did we then 
achieve a much longed for peace after ten years of a nightmare war all in vain? Is 
Cleon still alive as a phantom among you, although he fell against Brasidas at 
Eion? Have you learned nothing from ten years of hardships of war? You were 
offered peace when Sparta was at a disadvantage, but you turned it down. 
Instead, you had a much dearer peace after heavy losses in Thrace and Boiotia, so 
that you regretted not having first accepted the primary peace offer. Now you are 
about to start war again against Sparta under the leadership of this young 
immature wild adventurer Alcibiades, whose political methods are deceit and 
treachery hardly befitting so noble a man, and which was not even worthy of 
Ulysses. 
Alcibiades  Did I act wrong, Athenians, when I succeeded in getting over Argo, 
Mantineia and Elis on our side against Sparta? 
Nikias  You did it by deceit! 
Alcibiades  I did it by making the Spartans show their true faces. 
Nikias  It was a coup! 
Alcibiades  No, it was friendly persuasion. 
Nikias  You went behind my back! 
Alcibiades  Yes, or else you would just have made impediments to the 
development of Athens. 
Nikias  The gods themselves demonstrated their disapproval of your 
intrigues by staging earthquakes as soon as the new alliance was confirmed! 
Alcibiades  I prefer to call cold earthquakes capricious accidents because of 
natural phenomena. 
Nikias  You are godless! 
Alcibiades  No, realistic, which Pericles and Socrates taught me to be. You have to 
be able to look reality in the eye without hiding behind superstitious imaginings. 
It is called basic human common sense. 
Nikias  You deny the spiritual existence of divine forces and destinies! 
Alcibiades (cleverly) My friend Nikias, you now enter philosophical arguments 
which have nothing to do with politics. If you want to bring order into your 
philosophical considerations and religious issues, turn to Socrates. 
Nikias  You both want to abolish and exclude Homer from our society and 
world of education! 
Alcibiades  Homer is dead why we hardly need to ostracise him. That you wish to 
have me ostracised and vice versa is natural, but I suggest that we instead join 
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hands for the best of the future of Athens. Wouldn’t that be be the best thing for us 
to do, Athenians? 
general Demosthenes  It seems to me that Alcibiades in spite of his youth and 
lack of experience still has a clear mind and a straight sense of logic combined 
with the vital power of youth and energy, which we should take care of. It even 
seems to me that Alcibiades inherited something of the political genius of our 
friend Pericles. What do you think, Athenians? 
Various athenians  Yes, he is right. Alcibiades has visions. Let’s listen to 
Alcibiades. He deceived the Spartans, but he cannot deceive us. 
Demosthenes  I therefore ask you, Nikias, to cooperate with Alcibiades 
instead of working against him. You have all the wisdom and experience that he is 
lacking, and he has all the visionary idealism and youthful force, energy and 
determination that you lack. Together you are invincible. 
Nikias  Alcibiades is a rake with no character and a ruthless egoist without 
morals. He will be the destruction of Athens if you follow him. 
Alcibiades  Socrates, my teacher who knows me better than anyone else, am I a 
rake without a character and a ruthless egoist without morals, as the old 
honourable Nikias claims? 
Socrates  Alcibiades certainly is young, but just because he is young no one has 
any right to envy him his youth. 
Alcibiades  May that be the answer to your abuse, Nikias. 
Nikias  If Alcibiades is so eager to stand by the heavy responsibility of the 
accountable politicians, I now ask Alcibiades to account for what he really wants.  
Alcibiades  You are doing me a favour, Nikias, by literally asking me to present 
my plans for the future. Athenians, we have with us two missions from Sicily, 
from our allies there in Egesta and in Leontine, who are tormented by the 
oppression of the Doric Syracuseans. They ask us to send a fleet to Sicily to their 
rescue. If we send a large enough fleet, we can defeat the presumptuous and 
tyrannical Syracuse, the largest city in Hellas after Athens, and thus win all of 
Sicily for our empire. I find this to be a brilliant idea, and if you think about it, you 
will all share my opinion. Consider our Attic League. Our cities are overcrowded, 
our islands in the east are limited, even our seas and coasts in the east are limited 
as the sea ends at Pontus, Phoenicia and Egypt. In the west, on the other hand, the 
sea and the world are free and open to endless expansion. Fifteen years ago 
Athens was so overcrowded that the plague broke out for that very reason and 
caused us catastrophic damage. We need free expansion space in the west. For this 
reason alone, I would like to wage everything on us sending an invincible 
immediate expedition to Sicily. 
Nikias  Alcibiades, your folly is greater than I thought. Do you not realize that 
if we send a considerable fleet to Sicily, we will leave Athens and our allies, and 
the whole Aegean Sea, exposed and vulnerable to all our enemies? We are 
dragged with rebellion in Thrace, and Khalkidike, and we have not yet succeeded 
in recovering all our League. Would we then send all our best men and most ships 
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away on an adventurous game of chance to the west when we need them most to 
secure our own existence? 
Alcibiades  Nikias speaks as usual out of a narrow routine and self-righteous 
indulgence. You stare blindly at trivialities, Nikias, and don't see the open horizon 
in front of you. At all costs, you want to force the Athenians to get stuck in your 
own bed, while we all know that it is war that educates men, expansion that 
brings money, and the initiative that puts the power in our hands. If you do as 
Nikias wants, you will all become numb and lethargic like him, and you will 
stagnate in your routine comfort. In this way we lose the initiative, but we can 
only maintain Athens' position of power if we constantly develop it further, never 
ceasing to take new initiatives. 
Nikias  Alcibiades, your own teacher Socrates is as sceptical as I against your 
grandiose plans.  
Alcibiades What does Socrates say? 
Socrates  I say nothing, but I would stay at home, and Nikias is wiser than you, 
Alcibiades, when it comes to practical feasibility. Your idea is great but just an 
idea, which to me appears as somewhat unrealistic. 
Alcibiades  You who charge me with godlessness and political crassiness, do you 
not know the myth of Atlantis? Have not the Athenians already conquered the 
mighty Atlantis nine thousand years ago beyond the pillars of Hercules? Could 
we then be vulnerable at sea? Would we, who could defeat Atlantis, be afraid of 
some savage villagers in Sicily? And another thing: if we do not crush Syracuse, 
Syracuse will make herself the superior power of all Sicily and join forces with 
Sparta. 
Nikias  Athenians, let us think practically. Sicily is full of well-trained 
hoplites, and there are riders in plenty. Sicily is also self-sufficient when it comes 
to food. It is not good enough to just send a few ships there and think that the 
whole island will give in like another Melos. No, Sicily is large and powerful and 
much larger and richer in people and resources than Crete. An expedition against 
Sicily would require at least a hundred ships and an army of at least five thousand 
men. Do you think Athens can afford this? Then you are out of your minds. 
Socrates (to himself) Nikias is right, but the Athenians are blinded by their own 
immoderate self-confidence. 
Alcibiades  Could Athens afford to resist the collected armies of Persia of several 
hundred thousands of men? Still Athens did so with only some ten thousand at 
Marathon and Salamis. 
Demosthenes Nikias, Alcibiades has enthused the people, and most believe in the 
enterprise. We have survived the plague and managed well, we have recovered 
from the ten years' war by your five years' peace, and the fact is that Alcibiades is 
right when he says that only in the West do we have unlimited possibilities for 
expansion. It is a great and heroic initiative that Alcibiades is proposing, and the 
challenge of it is so enticing that the undertaking is irresistible. We just have to get 
the hundred ships and the five thousand men that you suggest. We are still at 
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peace with Sparta, and if we only subdue Syracuse, Sparta will never dare to break 
that peace again. 
Nikias It is reckless waging of uncountable human lives and resources! 
Alkibiades  Nikias, let us conquer Sicily together and share the credit for it. Let us 
serve Athens together as well as Aristides, Themistocles, Chimon, and Pericles. 
We have less to lose this time than when Pericles started the war fifteen years ago, 
and now we need not even fear the plague. If you stay at home, you are a coward 
and ready for the senility asylum. 
Demosthenes       Nikias, you cannot resist alone what all Athens can’t resist. 
Socrates (to himself) He is afraid of the consequences but dare not admit it. 
Nikias  Well then, I will have to align myself with the majority then, but I 
promise you it will not be an easy nut to crack. Therefore we should really prepare 
thoroughly and well, so that any possibility of a failure will be excluded. 
Alcibiades  Good, Nikias! You are wiser than Socrates! We will do everything that 
you suggest for the equipment of the expedition! (embraces Nikias who is carried 
away from there in triumph by the exulting community, but Nikias himself is not happy.) 
 
 

Scene 4.  Sparta. 
 
King Agis  Spartans, you all know what has happened. By their assault on 
Syracuse the Athenians have violated the peace. 
spartan 1  What else has Athens been doing ever since the peace treaty was 
concluded? 
Agis  Quiet! This is serious! Under the command of Alcibiades Athens has 
sent out an overwhelming fleet against Sicily not just to conquer Syracuse but to 
conquer all Sicily. The motive behind this expedition is only great imperialistic 
ambitions on the part of Alcibiades first of all, but in the long run he counts on 
completely eliminating the Spartan place in world politics. It is quite clear that he 
desires absolute power for Athens just to then possess it himself. This is what we 
have to discuss. We also have an Athenian among us however, and he has 
interesting things to tell. Athenian messenger, tread forth! 
Athenian envoy   The expedition sent out from Athens against Sicily and Syracuse is 
the greatest, most splendid and richest armada that ever was dispatched on a 
conquering mission. It consists of 130 ships with 5000 hoplites. But it has not sailed 
out under good auspices. 
      The day before the departure a lot of our statues of Hermes were found 
vandalised. No one could tell anything about the matter, and no one could be 
directly suspected for the sacrilege and blasphemy that had taken place all around 
the city. Naturally the most envied men of Athens were accused, and the first of 
these was Alcibiades. He denied all knowledge of the matter and suggested 
thorough investigations to be conducted at once and that he himself should be 
tried first of all. Still the navy was allowed to sail off under the command of 
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Alcibiades and Nikias. But when the fleet had arrived at Sicily and the war against 
Syracuse already had started, Alcibiades was suddenly recalled to stand trial at 
home. He had to interrupt the campaign and leave all responsibility in the hands 
of the more reluctant and slow veteran Nikias. So the conquering campaign 
against Syracuse started off as bad as it possibly could have done. 
Agis  But wasn’t Alcibiades known especially for not being very pious? Isn’t 
he with Socrates and Pericles one of the three great free-thinkers of Athens? 
Wasn’t it reasonable and logic to suspect him first of all? 
Athenian  That he would have been responsible for the crime was just one 
theory out of many. Others accused plain youthful recklessness and self-
indulgence. Others asserted it was the god’s own doing to demonstrate his  dislike 
of the enterprise. Others accused the Spartans to have executed a sabotage to stop 
the whole thing. But nothing could be proved. 
Agis   To me this seems quite clearly and obviously to be a sign from above 
against the Athenians. What do you think, Spartans? 
spartan 1  How are things going for the Athenians at Syracuse? 
Athenaren  They are laying siege to Syracuse, but the city can hold and gets 
constant reinforcements. Also Nikias calls for reinforcements from Athens, which 
probably will send out another equally great batch of ships and hoplites. 
Agis  Since the gain isn’t sure they double the wages, as if that could make 
the gain safer. Thus gambles a desperate loser who hasn’t yet realized that he has 
lost. 
another Spartan    If Syracuse falls, the Peloponnese has no chance against the 
Athenian empire. 
Agis  Syracuse will not fall. But we must anyway send reinforcements for its 
defence. 
spartan 1  What do you think yourself of the whole thing, Agis? 
Agis  I regret the hubris of the Athenians. They have not kept the peace 
treaty, they have not returned Pylus to us, and now they have senselessly 
abandoned themselves to a hazardous game where they have waged their own 
future, their own life or death. They are out of their minds. 
Athenian  Everything is the fault of Alcibiades. Only he enforced the expedition 
to Sicily. Nikias and even Alcibiades’ own teacher, the philosopher Socrates, were 
against it. Several things have happened however after that. When Alcibiades was 
recalled he never went back to Athens. 
spartan 1  Where did he go instead? 
Athenian  Here. 
Agis  What? How does he dare? 
Athenian  He is here now and wishes to speak to you. 
Agis  What does he mean? 
Athenian  He wants revenge on Athens. That’s why he wishes to tell you what 
you ought to do. 
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Agis  The invincible candidate for tyranny of Athens a traitor against his 
own city? I can’t believe it. 
Alcibiades (appears) Still it is true, king Agis. Here is the most wronged of all 
Athenians in the midst of the worst enemies of his own city, and he knows how 
how it should be taken. 
Agis  Alcibiades, how can you do this against Athens? 
Alcibiades  How could Athens be so restricted, base and stupid that they dared to 
make me their worst enemy? I could have given Athens all Sicily in one season. 
Now you shall have all Sicily instead and Athens as well. 
Agis (almost fearful) What is on your mind exactly? 
Alcibiades  Plain war strategy and nothing else. Listen to me. South of the city of 
Syracuse is the large port occupied by the Athenians, but the port entrance is 
narrow. South of the harbour is the hill of Plemmyrion. The Athenians do not 
attach much importance to it, but it is the strategically most important place in the 
area, if the enemies of the Athenians can entrench themselves there. It would be 
easy for a smaller Spartan unit to conquer the hill and then build a fortress there. 
After that, the port can be blocked, and the Athenians are caught in a trap. It will 
be the end of their two hundred ships and their ten thousand soldiers. 
Agis  We will do as you say, Alcibiades, to save Syracuse. Gylippus, you 
will go out with a thousand men which you later will add with Syracusans and 
Sicilians.  
Gylippus  It will be a pleasure. 
Alcibiades  Then it’s Athens. When its fleet of 200 ships is gone and its army of 
10,000 men are captured or dead on Sicily, Athens will have no more resources, 
and she will fall like a ripe fruit into your hands. But you can put a strangling 
bridle on her already before the settlement on Sicily. 
Agis  We wait for your advice. 
Alcibiades  It is easy for you to burn and devastate Attica, but as soon as you 
leave the landscape the Athenians will put it all in shape again. You must make 
yourself a lasting fortress there, so that you always could control the whole 
countryside around Athens. That’s why you must take and fortify Dekelia from 
Boiotia. It’s between Athens and Marathon, and from there you could constantly 
check the whole countryside. 
Agis  You ask us to build a fortress on their own territory? 
Alcibiades Yes. It doesn’t more than serve them right. Then they will have no 
more harvests, and they are compelled to live in constant fear behind their walls 
without being able to support themselves. 
Agis  You must hate hem. 
Alcibiades  They insulted me. 
Agis  No, Alcibiades, when the Sicilian expedition was determined by your 
advice, Hermes terminated the acquaintance with Athens, and he showed this by 
making his statues appear vandalized. Most of all, he has renounced the 
acquaintance with you, the instigator of the suicide plan, and therefore you have 
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become the first suspect, and therefore you have turned against Athens more 
furiously than any of the enemies of Athens. Hermes never forgives the Athenians 
this unimaginable hubris, and you use the god for a weapon against the Athenians 
and to your own destruction. For you there is now only life as an outlaw and evil 
sudden death wherever you will turn. We will do as you have said. We are to 
fortify Plemmyrion at Syracuse and Dekeleia in Attica, since this is evidently the 
will of the god. But so tremendous is your treachery, Alcibiades, that after these 
measures the Athenians have no chance of defending themselves. There remains 
for them only a death agony, and that is solely due to you. I therefore advise you 
to leave us and return to the Athenians. You are now the only one who can defend 
them against the consequences of your own betrayal, and even you cannot defend 
them against it in the long run. You will perish as well as Athens. Please leave us 
immediately. 
Alcibiades  I have tried to help you. 
Agis  You have thrown the entire Hellenic world into war after Nikias with 
great difficulties accomplished a decent peace. All Hellas will curse you forever, 
Alcibiades. 
Alcibiades  You asked me yourselves to go back to the Athenians. Blame 
yourselves. (leaves) 
Agis  If that man had been brought to death as a child the lives of ten 
thousand Hellenes and of the wonderful Athens could have been spared. Now 
Hellas must go under as a consequence of the capricious vanity of one beautiful 
young man. 
 
 

Scene 5.  The Athenian camp outside Syracuse. 
Night and moonlight. Fires at a distance. 

 
Nikias (tired and dirty, wounded and sick)  
O night without end, o misery without the slightest consolation, o cursed torments 
and nightmares that are only grim reality! Why can't I die before everything ends? 
We have now besieged the long-worn city for two unbearable years, twice it has 
almost given up, but each time something has happened that has saved it. How 
could that Gylippus arrive from Sparta just as they were about to surrender? How 
could my non-commissioned officer take such dangerous risks, and defy me in 
making stillborn attacks on the city on his own initiative, which only grew 
stronger as a result? And how could these Spartans get the infernally ingenious 
idea to secretly attack Plemmyrion and get stuck there? How could they know that 
this hill was our Achilles' heel? 
(enter badly hurt hoplites) 
 Haven’t you taken the city as you so boldly promised to do? 
soldier 1  I have never fought a harder battle. 
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soldier 2  It was neither dark enough nor bright enough. Everywhere there were 
roars of battle, and everywhere warriors swarmed. We had had some success, but 
when we were up on the hill we got into disarray. From all directions, warriors 
came running towards us, and we took it for granted that everyone was an enemy. 
But many of them were our comrades, who fled and who panicked. Many 
hundreds of us were thus killed by our own. Then, of course, we began to ask 
everyone who came towards us for the password, but the Syracusans knew our 
password and said it. When we spared them, believing that they were our own, 
and they killed us. Our own men knew that the Syracuseans knew our password, 
so they only said that they were our brothers. They were not believed then but 
were killed. Then the whole army was in disarray until they all fled. But the 
ground was black, and sometimes the moon disappeared in the clouds. Many just 
fled in blindness, got lost and plunged down the steep cliffs. Many were encircled 
and systematically annihilated to the last man. Thousands are still lying there 
mortally wounded with broken legs and all smashed up after the terrible flight 
from the rocks… 
Nikias  Where is Demosthenes? 
soldier 1  Here he is now.  
(enter Demosthenes, all drenched in blood and dirt, tottering and stumbling.)  
Nikias  Brother, I asked you not to dare an assault. 
Demosthenes   It is all your fault, cautious Nikias. If you had attacked the city 
immediately when you first came here two years ago, it would have fallen 
immediately. But you hesitated, delayed, and postponed the affair, and sailed 
hither and thither aimlessly along the coast, only engaging in skirmishes. In the 
meantime, the Syracusans strengthened and learned to despise you and the 
Athenian armada. Now, raised for two years to resist every conceivable superior 
force, they have become an invincible warrior of iron. We have only to abandon 
the whole of Sicily and go back to Hellas. 
Nikias  Do you give up so easily? Are we not still completely superior on land 
and at sea? We are safe behind our double entrenchments. All would have gone 
well if my non-commissioned officer and you yourself had not constantly gone 
behind my back and ruined our chances by constantly taking disastrous initiatives 
of your own. 
Demosthenes    We had to act since you yourself did not want to. 
Nikias  I have never been defeated, just because of my excessive caution. 
Never have I ever taken any risks. And that's why I've always succeeded when 
I've done something. If everything had gone as I had carefully planned, the capital 
of Sicily would long ago have been made Athenian without the loss of a single 
man. Just because you, Lamachus, and Eurymedon have constantly sought battle, 
wasted your men, and abandoned countless ships, we have failed and suffered 
such great losses. 
Demosthenes   Not even you counted on the arrival of Gylippus and his fleet. He 
even took the surest general in the world Nikias by surprise and thereby 
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succeeded in fortifying Plemmyrion. But that’s probably not the worst that has 
happened. 
Nikias Could there be anything worse than that we have got stuck in the trap 
of the Syracusans? 
Demosthenes   The Spartans have made a new invasion of Attica. 
Nikias  They have played at such raids since ages. 
Demosthenes   This time it is no game. They have taken the village Dekeleia and 
built a fortress there from which they now constantly control all the countryside of 
Attica. We are no longer able to support ourselves by our own land. 
Nikias  How did they get such an infernally ingenious idea? 
Demosthenes   Alcibiades never returned to Athens. There are rumours that he 
instead went over to the Spartans. 
Nikias  Our foremost strategist, our most indispensable military genius a 
traitor who has gone over to Sparta just to raise that state against us as a revenge 
for a low insult! Then we are lost. 
Demosthenes   We must now immediately break out of our trap through the 
Syracusan blockade. 
Nikias  I never wanted this war myself. I preached against it. Still they gave 
me the supreme command and forced me out into the war. Demosthenes, why do 
you think we succeeded in defeating the Persians? 
Demosthenes   What has that got to do with the situation of today? 
Nikias   We defeated the Persians only because we had every right on our side and 
made out a suppressed minority. 
Demosthenes   There is no time for philosophising now when we are threatened by 
destruction. 
Nikias  Don’t you see the connection? The Persians sent an enormous army 
against us which was supposed to overwhelm, crush and conquer Hellas. With 
three hundred brave Spartans at the pass of Thermopyle and a surrounded and 
modest fleet at Salamis we crushed the entire colossal Persian army. And what do 
we, the victors do, seventy years later? Yes, against poor Sicily Athens sends an 
armada for conquest of invincible proportions to completely overwhelm, crush 
and conquer the free democratic Sicily, whose minority soon has beaten the 
greatest navy and pride of our world and turned its victorious army into 
disintegrated shambles. 
Demosthenes (rises) We have no time now to bury ourselves in historical issues. We 
must immediately break it up and go away! 
Nikias  The splendid ingenious Athens learned nothing from the Persian 
wars. Instead of acquiring some distance to the Persian madness our Athens quite 
voluntarily took over that same madness. We are lost, brother Demosthenes. If we 
aren’t justly executed here by the Syracusans themselves, then that will be done by 
our mad Athenian colleagues for the failure of our whole expedition. 
Demosthenes   Do we have any choice? (enter a soldier) 
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soldier I just wish to report that the harbour is closed. Now the ships of the 
Syracusans together with the Spartan ships have completely blocked the entrance 
to the port. 
Nikias  So we must in other words fight, force and blow ourselves out. 
soldier  Yes. 
Demosthenes   It will then be a horrible sea battle in a terrible crush of ships inside 
the harbour. 
Nikias  Yes. All the ships will just break into each other. 
Demosthenes    We stand no chance. 
Nikias  Our only choice now is between a suicide battle here or out on the 
waters. It will end in utter defeat no matter what we do. When we then withdraw 
from the battle, we will be persecuted to death. And where would we flee from 
here in a foreign land? We may be able to get a little way along the coast with a 
little luck, but then the Sicilian famous cavalry will surround us, and no one will 
spare Demosthenes or Nikias with his ailing kidneys. Do you still think, 
Demosthenes, that we should keep stressing and hurry on? (Demosthenes has left 
with the other soldiers.) He is no longer here. He has apparently left. Yes, go forth 
then, poor mortal remnant of the most glorious Athens' most splendid host! How 
great was the glory, power, and wealth of Athens when she sent out the most 
beautiful fleet that the world ever saw against the vain Syracuseans!  Pericles 
himself thought that with only ten thousand pure Athenian citizens he would get 
the power to rule the whole world, but all his genuine pure and noble sons caught 
the plague and died. When King Oedipus saw his city attacked by the plague, and 
decided to locate the cause, he could never guess that he himself was the cause of 
it; but Pericles knew that he alone had started the Peloponnesian War, and that he 
had only himself to blame when all his children died of the plague. And Pericles' 
war was revived by his favorite ward, the warmonger Alcibiades, and now the 
continuation of the war destroys Athens' entire fleet of 200 ships and a total of at 
least ten thousand youthful, healthy and dashing soldiers. Thus the glory and 
future of Athens with all hopes of life and opportunities are smothered. Never 
again will Athens gain any self-confidence. 
      Yet I know that my wonderful Athens was right. We did not go to Sicily to 
suppress and conquer. It was Egesta who called on us to help against the too 
overpowering Syracusans. Now the Syracusans remain in even greater power over 
Sicily than before, and this Sicily is made as for self-indulgence and gross tyranny. 
Syracuse will crush the remaining democratic cities here in Sicily, and Sparta will 
crush Athens and its democracy. In a hundred years there will be no democracy 
left in the world. So dies with Athens Solon's dream of a righteous society 
governed by wisdom, enlightenment and the peaceful consultation of people, all 
within a cultural framework of high-ranking literature, imagination, religious 
mysteries and piety in the face of the inherited cultural traditions of many 
generations. What do we get instead? What is the only alternative to culture? The 
only alternative is violence, which even Athens has not been able to withhold, and 
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which always only destroys, as the divine Alcibiades has managed to destroy the 
most beautiful of our myths about the kingdom of Atlantis by using it as a pretext 
for starting wars. Alas, miserable humanity, keep your fairy tales, keep your 
blessed dreams of beauty, and keep your divine ideals, but never think that they 
can give you any power; for all power in this world is only harmful, especially to 
everything beautiful and noble and altruistic. 
(The scene is drowned in war alarum and the death cries of fighting, worn out and 
despairing Athenians.) 
 
 

Scene 6.  Frygia. 
 
Lysander  Who is he then? 
servant He wouldn’t say, but he claimed that you would very much like to see 
him 
Lysander  And you are certain he is not a hired assassin? 
servant Yes. He is completely unarmed.  
Lysander  Show him in then. (servant leaves) For twenty-seven years we fought 
the Athenians and have at last won our victory, but the victory is only half while 
that pirate Alcibiades is still at large. Perhaps this unknown stranger will betray 
Alcibiades to us. (The stranger is shown in, masked.) 
 What do you want, stranger?  
stranger Do I have your protection? 
Lysander  Whoever you are, you will have safe conduct even back to where you 
came from. Do you bring news of Alcibiades? 
Alcibiades (shows his face) Yes. 
Lysander  Alcibiades himself! 
Alcibiades  You promised me safe conduct to where I came from. 
Lysander  How dare you come here personally? 
Alcibiades  There is nothing that Alcibiades doesn’t dare. 
Lysander  His foolhardiness ruined Athens. What do you want? 
Alcibiades  I want to know my destiny. I want to know your plans for me. 
Lysander  My friend and brilliant colleague, the greatest of generals next to me, 
you are lost. Even Critias, the brilliant Athenian with a great influence, has 
personally told me, that there will never be peace and order in Hellas as long as 
Alcibiades is still alive.  And as you well know, we Spartans have even greater 
reasons to wish you dead, than your own Athenians, seduced by you. 
Alcibiades  I never betrayed Athens. It was always Athens who betrayed me. 
Lysander  Ha! Great Alcibiades, the only thing that has always caused your ruin 
is that you have never been able to tell the truth. With lies and deceit you 
succeeded in murdering the peace of Nikias twelve years ago, with lies and deceit 
you succeeded in bringing about the Athenian expedition to Sicily, with lies and 
deceit you yourself abandoned this expedition and Athens lost its entire fleet, its 
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entire army and all its generals who were executed by the Syracuseans and 
especially the good old Nicias, with lies and deceit you made us resume the war 
against Athens while you seduced our king's wife and made her pregnant, only to 
then betray us again and become Athenian, while at the same time with lies and 
deceit you proposed to the Persians so that the Athenians abandoned you again, 
and then you lost the war. Your whole life is just lies and deceit, and you have 
only yourself to blame for your own and the destruction of Athens. 
Alcibiades  What do you intend to do with me? 
Lysander  We intend to kill you. 
Alcibiades  When, where and how? 
Lysander  Choose yourself how you would like to die, and we will probably be 
able to satisfy your last whims. 
Alcibiades  Alone and fighting. 
Lysander  Of course, since no soldiers obey you any more, and you can’t do 
anything but fight. Yes, you could also seduce any ladies, but that could never 
help you. On the contrary. 
Alcibiades  I will fortify myself at home. You may come and get me there. 
Lysander  Good. Stay alert. We will send an army of Asians against you, so you 
will be able to fight for long and kill many before you will be brought down. 
Alcibiades  But no cowardice on your side, please. 
Lysander  We Spartans are never any cowards, but we keep ourselves too good 
to deign to take your life ourselves. How the Asians wish to proceed with this we 
cannot answer for. They will probably burn you with your house or shoot at you 
from a safe distance. 
Alcibiades  That’s exactly what I call cowardly.  
Lysander  You are not the coward in that case. 
Alcibiades  I will keep prepared. One more question. Of what use to you Spartans 
is all that Athenian power and wealth that you now have acquired? 
Lysander  None at all. Sparta is now drowning and stifling in the Athenian 
affluence. The Athenian wealth has already transformed the men of Sparta into 
women. 
Alcibiades  There you are what you fought for during twenty-seven years. 
Lysander  That is why we intend to punish you with death, for you were the one 
who gave us the victory. 
Alcibiades  I regret that I couldn’t stand by the Athenians at Aigospotamoi. If they 
had followed my advice then, the war could have gone on for another twenty 
years. 
Lysander  Alcibiades, I also regret that it didn’t get that way. I would rather 
have encountered you honourably in some fight than to watch you die without 
honour as a victim to peace. 
Alcibiades  Farewell, Lysander. My greetings to my son and that of king Agis’ 
wife in Sparta. 
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Lysander  He is excluded from the succession of the throne but is doing well and 
may live. 
Alcibiades  Thanks for that. 
Lysander  Nothing to be grateful for. We Spartans don’t kill people for nothing, 
and we regret that Athens had to make us so much trouble that we had to destroy 
it. 
Alcibiades  It was all my fault. 
Lysander  Yes, it was to the credit of Pericles that the war started, but it was your 
fault that it went so bad. 
Alcibiades  Farewell, Lysander. (leaves) 
Lysander (after he has left, waits for a while but can’t finally control himself: ) 
  Go to hell, Alcibiades!    
(throws in a fit of bad temper a jar after him.) 
 
 

Scene 7.  The Areopagus. 
 
Judge  Socrates, we have not called you here to try and judge you but to learn 
the truth about you. Besides yourself we have therefore also called witnesses of 
which some are your direct enemies. We have even called some of your disciples. 
Socrates  I ask permission to speak for myself alone. 
judge  We can’t allow that since then your testimony would be too one-
sided. 
Socrates  What witnesses have you called? 
judge  We have only called such who know you well. 
Socrates  Have you called my wife? 
Judge No, we have not. Our investigation will not infringe on the sanctity of 
marriage. 
Socrates  I am grateful for that, for she alone is familiar with all my disagreeable 
sides. Her task in my life has namely been more difficult than my own. She has 
given birth to my children and cooked my food, so I never had to bother about all 
such trivial matters, and for that she always quarrelled with me. If she would 
appear to you here she would just go on scolding me for nothing. But who did you 
call? 
judge We called the comedian Aristophanes. 
Socrates  If you could listen to such a knave you might as well listen to me. 
judge And then we have the brave Xenophon. 
Socrates  Such a dry dummy could never come up with anything interesting. 
judge Then we have your own disciple Plato. 
Socrates  Don’t believe a word of what he says. He always put words into my 
mouth that I never spoke. 
judge  But first we want to know the truth about yourself in the form of your 
answers to certain questions. 
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Socrates  You really act wisely by beginning with me when it concerns myself. 
judge  As you know, Socrates, we recently disposed of the abominable thirty 
tyrants of Sparta, who were installed to rule over us after the final defeat against 
Sparta efter twenty-seven years of war, you know, that war which your friend 
Pericles started, which Nikias temporarily brought us out of by the wise peace 
twenty years ago, which then your friend Alcibiades broke throwing all Hellas on 
the road to perdition. Our questions concern above all the circumstances around 
the rise of this Alcibiades’ fatal career and his total moral decay. What was your 
relationship with Alcibiades? 
Socrates  I loved him. 
judge  Why and how? 
Socrates  When Pericles died in the plague Alcibiades had no one to take care of 
him, and Pericles loved him too. Everyone knows how beautiful, dashing and 
clever Alcibiades was. No one has won such victories in sports as he did. You 
could say that I inherited Pericles guardianship of the boy. Pericles counted me as 
a close friend and confidant, so the inherited relationship with Alcibiades was 
practically natural. 
judge  Alcibiades was very self-indulgent. Did you encourage or curb his 
vices? 
Socrates  I tried to educate him. The promiscuity he practised with others was 
never between him and me, and that was the only reason why he respected me 
and despised all others. 
judge  Couldn’t it have been that your association inspired him to practise so 
much vice with others? 
Socrates  I can’t answer that. If I inspired him to it, Pericles did so before me. 
judge  Do you believe in the gods of Athens, Socrates? 
Socrates  Each one has his own faith. 
judge  That’s no answer to my question. I asked what you believe, Socrates. 
Socrates  I believe in what is right and sensible and true, and so did Pericles. 
judge  You avoid the question. Pericles was also known for some free-
thinking in religious matters. Among other things he appears to have embraced 
the strange notions of Pythagoras that the whole world is ruled by only one single 
divinity. Are you of the same mind? 
Socrates  I deny no one’s right to have his own religious views. 
judge  Alcibiades was educated by you and Pericles. He was also very 
liberal. Immediately before the expedition there were certain sacrileges committed, 
of which Alcibiades and his friends were suspected, who were known for their 
lack of respect for religion. He was called to a hearing, which became the reason 
for his betrayal of Athens and conversion to Sparta, which became the definite 
cause of the failure of our Sicilian expedition and for our losing the entire 
Peloponnesian war. Do you know if he was guilty of those sacrileges or not? 
Socrates  All Athens knows that I advised against launching an expedition for 
Sicily. Alcibiades alone was responsible for that entire enterprise with everything 
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it involved. And you were stupid enough to take on his fancies. You had hardly 
got rid of the demagogue Cleon and were rejoicing to be rid of him, when you 
crowned the adventurer and seducer Alcibiades instead, by which you lost the 
sensible Nikias,  the only wise man of Athens after Pericles. 
judge (to another judge) He doesn’t know whether Alcibiades was guilty or not. 
the other (back)  Still it’s rather obvious that he encouraged the pantheism of 
Alcibiades. 
Socrates  I hear what you are saying. And I tell you, that even such a mad 
enterprise as Alcibiades’ Sicilian expedition would have been successful if you 
with your narrow-minded envy had not annoyed the wild man by calling him to a 
humiliating hearing just as he was about to prevail at Syracuse. It was only your 
humiliating treatment of him that drove him over to the side of the Spartans. 
judge The case will not get better by your insulting us. Consider that our 
hearing could lead to a prosecution. 
Socrates  I have told the truth in all my life, and who violates the truth is a false 
man. 
Judge Watch your tongue, Socrates! 
Socrates  You called me here yourselves to make me speak. 
Second judge That’s enough. Call Aristophanes. 
Socrates  Hi, Aristophanes, you arch knave. 
Aristophanes   Good day, Socrates, old rascal. 
domaren  We really only have one question for you, Aristophanes. Is Socrates a 
sophist? 
Aristophanes   What else would he be? 
judge  Is he a seducer of youth? 
Aristophanes   He lived for years together with Alcibiades. Isn’t how this young 
man tunred out answer enough to that question? 
judge Is Socrates religious? 
Aristophanes   Yes. He believes in himself and his demon. 
judge What is his demon? 
Aristophanes   That which tells him he is right and all others wrong. 
Second judge   So Socrates claims infallibility? 
Aristophanes   Yes. 
domaren  Thank you. That’s all we wanted to know. 
Aristophanes   I am sorry, Socrates, but another must also be allowed to tell the 
truth sometimes and not just you. 
Socrates  And then the judges accuse me of being one-sided in my testimony 
about myself! I demand cross-exmination of Aristophanes by myself! 
judge No one is cross-examined here except by us. 
Second judge   Call the next one. 
Jusge  Xenophon! (enter Xenophon, cool and detached, almost 30.) 
 Greetings, Xenophon. Do you know this man? 
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Xenophon  Do I know that sophist, that satyr, that dirty old man who chases all 
beautiful young men in Athens in order to, as he says, educate them. 
Socrates  Someone has to develop them intellectually when Athens doesn’t. 
Xenophon  You prevent Athens from doing so by being the worst chatterbox of 
Athens. You talk down all Athens. 
Socrates  Is it better to be in the pay of the Persians? 
Xenophon  It is better to fight altruistically in alien countries than to stay at home 
arguing selfishly when all Hellas is involved in a civil war. Then you were at it 
indeed! Before the war you were just a second rate sculptor, but after the war you 
have just been a complete failure. 
Socrates  I was Pericles’ best friend, and he was the first among Athenians! 
Xenophon  Phidias was also Pericles’ best friend, and we all know what became 
of him although he wasn’t even a failure as a sculptor. 
Socrates  He was innocent and was turned into a victim to Athenian envy just 
like me. 
Xenophon  No. He embezzled gold which was intended for his religious 
sculptures, just like you embezzle the souls of young men who should have 
become real honourable men. 
Socrates  You just abuse me. 
Xenophon  Do I? Wasn’t Alcibiades your favourite? Wasn’t he the most beautiful 
man of Athens? Didn’t he acquire a taste for immoral extravances during the years 
of your closest association? And wasn’t he the ruin of Athens and all Hellas? 
Socrates  The war was started by Pericles. 
Xenophon  But it was ended by Nikias. Then Alcibiades started the war again, 
and the greatest victim of it was Nikias, the best and wisest man of Hellas after 
Cimon. 
Second judge   I think we have heard enough. 
judge Thanks for your testimony, Xenophon. You may leave. 
Xenophon   But I have only been interrupted by Socrates all the time. 
Second judge  We have no more questions. 
Xenophon  Socrates will then talk down just any context. (walks aside annoyed.) 
Second judge  Call Plato. 
Judge Plato! (enter Plato, even younger than Xenophon.) 
Socrates  He is too young for this sort of business. Leave him alone. 
Judge  Plato, do you know this man? 
Plato  Yes, he is my teacher Socrates. 
judge Do you think you know him well? 
Plato  Yes, as well as anyone who sees him every day. 
Judge Are you many who see him every day? 
Plato  Yes, we are a number. 
judge Around which age? 
Plato  About my own age. 
Judge   So mainly between 30 and 40 years younger than himself? 
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Plato  Yes. Is there anything incriminating in following the wisdom old age 
experience? 
judge So you don’t consider yourself seduced by him? 
Plato  No, as little as Alcibiades. 
Second judge  Do you mean that Alcibiades did not feel seduced by him, or that 
you don’t consider Alcibiades seduced by him? 
Plato  Both. 
judge  Did you know Alcibiades? 
Plato  Yes, I admired him like everyone else did. 
judge And you don’t think Socrates seduced him? 
Plato  Socrates never seduced anyone. 
Judge It would be well if you could prove it. 
Plato  Everyone who had anything to do with Socrates can bear witness of 
that he had no sexual habits, if that is what you mean. He never seduced anyone 
sexually and especially never any man. 
judge Still many have heard even from the mouth of Socrates himself that he 
loved Alcibiades. Can you explain it? 
Plato  What Socrates means with love is not what ordinary dirty minds 
mean about love. For Socrates love is only spiritual communion and never 
anything carnal. 
judge Still Socrates’ wife has constantly been jealous on account of the 
young men that Socrates always gathered around himself. 
Socrates  You promised no to involve my wife. 
domaren  Pardon us, Socrates, I admit that a wife’s jealousy is nothing to build 
on in an eventual process. So you deny, Plato, all guilt on the part of Socrates in 
the occurrence of the traitor phenomenon Alcibiades? 
Plato  Yes. 
Judge How then would you explain Alcibiades? 
Platon  He was a trap set for Athens by some malicious deity to cause the 
destruction of Athens, just as Helen became the ruin of Ilion. Alcibiades was 
outwardly a perfect man. That is why Pericles and Socrates took him on so 
generously. What no one suspected was that however perfect Alcibiades was in 
beauty, ability, and power, he was just immoral and ruthless and without 
character inside. Pericles and Socrates were not the only ones who loved him. All 
Athens worshipped him and gladly forgave him all his crimes, just because he 
looked so good and had such an irresistible charm. If Socrates is guilty of seducing 
Alcibiades, then all of Athens is complicit in it. Only Nicias saw through him and 
warned Athens about him, but even Nicias was too kind to dare to openly oppose 
him himself. Had he had Alcibiades ostracized then some twenty years ago 
instead of accepting an invitation to cooperate with him, the fate of Athens would 
have become happier. As for the Sicilian expedition, the plan was brilliant and 
feasible, just as Pericles correctly judged Athens' prospects of success at the 
beginning of the Peloponnesian War; but just as Pericles' calculations were 
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thwarted by unforeseen dispatches from above, so the Sicilian expedition 
foundered on the unforeseen intrigues of the Athenian side which led to 
Alcibiades' treachery. 
judge  What do you think of the sacrilege and the truncation of the statues of 
Hermes? 
Plato  A symptom of he change of our age. After such a sign a Sicilian 
expedition would never have been allowed to depart fifty years ago. Now the 
expedition was dispatched anyway to its own destruction, while the truncation of 
the divine statues were considered having been perfomed by mortal men, which 
perhaps was a theological mistake. The fact is that the crime, if it was a crime, has 
never been solved. 
judge  It is possible that you are right, Plato, and that what we are up against 
is just a train of unfortunate events. But we have one more witness. 
Plato  Have I defended you well, Socrates? 
Socrates  As usual you made me better than I am. 
Plato I intend to defend you against all eternity if necessary. 
Socrates  You go too far in your idealism. Your presence will not be permitted 
at my death. 
Plato  You will never die, Socrates. 
Second judge  We call the witness Timon. 
Socrates  Timon! That enemy of humanity! What do you think you’ll get out of 
him? 
domaren  As much truth as from you, Plato, Xenophon and Aristophanes but 
hopefully from another view of the matter. Timon, do you know Socrates? 
Timon  Yes. He is an idiot. 
Judge  We are all well aware of your view of human character. Are you of the 
opinion that Socrates corrupted Athens and her youth? 
Timon  Yes, so he did, by all rights and with honour. 
judge Explain what you mean. 
Timon  Socrates is a man who always tells the truth, but truth is always 
destructive. Well aware of this, Socrates continues to insist on speaking the truth, 
with the consequence that all of Hellas loses all its ideals, its beliefs and its old 
gods. What, then, is the obstinacy that drives Socrates hence? Well, it is Socrates' 
famous demon. He has never seduced any person physically, but he has seduced 
them all the more psychologically. All his present disciples, including the noble 
Plato, are disillusioned, resigned, prematurely aged parasites without faith like 
me, and the prime example of his psychic seduction was Alcibiades, with whom 
Socrates succeeded so well that Alcibiades succeeded in destroying the whole of 
Hellas. Socrates deserves all the credit for his exquisitely skilful and pernicious art 
of seduction.  
judge Then it only remains to investigate this partial guilt of Pericles in this 
what you call art of seduction. Pericles and Socrates were close friends. Was also 
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Pericles a psychic seducer? Was he in part to blame for the lack of character of 
Alcibiades? 
Timon  Socrates was against Pericles like he was against everyone else: he 
always told the truth straight up to Pericles’ face, and Pericles was therefore 
always the object of attacks from Socrates.  But Percles was a tolerant man, and the 
harder he was assailed, the more generous he was towards his enemies. Therefore 
no one could harm him and not even Socrates. Athens though could only be 
harmed by Socrates since Athens never could tolerate him. The universal tolerance 
of Athens died with Pericles. 
domaren  So Pericles had no demon? 
Timon  No. He also was a seducer of the people but only constructive as such. 
judge We thank you for your valuable testimony, Timon, and must thereby 
unfortunately conclude, Socrates, that there is a case of prosecution against you. 
Three of our four witnesses have testified against you, and Plato’s splendid speech 
of defence for you has unfortunately been challenged by Timon’s sharp testimony. 
You will be prosecuted for having seduced the youths of Athens and tempted 
them to leave the path of virtue and the constructive way of idealism. 
Socrates  You make me a scapegoat for your own political mistakes. 
judge No, Socrates, we are trying to purge ourselves from the mistakes of 
the past in order to rectify their origins. Pericles acted in good faith when he 
started the war, and so did Nicias when he ended it. Alcibiades, on the other hand, 
acted with evil intent when he threw Athens into the war, and that became the 
temporary downfall of Athens. As a result, we have had to tear down our walls, 
dissolve our trading empire, and endure thirty Spartan tyrants over us. As we try 
to start anew, we want to get rid of all our old debts, and we have found Socrates 
to be one of them when he is still going about disillusioning youth, as he once 
apparently deprived Alcibiades of his initially promising character. You have not 
created bad characters, Socrates, but in having taken on the characters of younger 
men and had a dominant and negative influence on them, you have pinched them 
in their growth and made them grow wrong. Without you, Plato might have 
become a great poet or politician. Now he will only be a philosopher, forever fixed 
on your example. 
Socrates  My lords judges, you advocate old virtues and ideals. Do you then 
really believe in Homer and all his gods? Do you really believe in Solon’s myth of 
Athens 9000 years ago having succeeded in conquering all of the non-existent 
Atlantis?  
judge  It does not matter what we believe, Socrates. We are realistic enough 
to understand that these myths do not matter to the reality, which we have to 
contend with here and now and not 9000 years ago, and from that point of view 
we have never yet succeeded in conquering Atlantis. We may have succeeded to 
some extent through the Persian Wars, but our gains then were lost in the 
Peloponnesian War. What we do know, however, Socrates, is that these myths 
exist as myths and that they matter to our character and identity. But you want to 
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deprive us of these myths by questioning them. For the preservation of the 
integrity of Athens, we cannot accept this.  
      We no longer ostracize dominant characters as we did in the past, Socrates, 
because ostracism proved to be too great an honor when it comes to deceivers and 
scoundrels. Nevertheless, we recommend that you leave Athens, and we 
recommend your disciples to encourage you to leave the city. We ask you, Plato, 
to convey this to the other disciples of Socrates. 
Socrates  I am seventy years old. You can’t demand of an old man to leave the 
home he has been living and working in for seventy years. Not even Sophocles 
could in his senility be forced to leave by his own sons. 
judge We only propose recommendations, Socrates. No one knows anything 
of how the process will proceed. By that we conclude this session. (The judges break 
it up.) 
Socrates  They will be fleecing me! 
Aristophanes   You earned it, Socrates. 
Socrates  But if they put up an old man against the wall they will have to accept 
that he will take a stand there! I don’t intend to fall. 
Xenophon  Then you will drag all Athens with you down in your fall. 
Socrates  That will be the funeral of Athens in that case, and not mine.  
 
 
 

 
Epilogue 

 
(like the prologue, but no Schubert is played any more in the background.) 

 
The older  After he death of Socrates, democracy gradually went out. Alexander 
the Great conquered the entire Persian Empire, but trampled democracy 
underfoot. The hope and future of democracy was Rome, but there it disappeared 
through the Caesar family's authoritarianism. Then democracy was dead for a 
thousand years. During those thousand years, the civilized world was paralyzed 
by the barbarian storms, and Greece was forcibly Islamized. Democracy re-
emerged for the first time in Iceland, then in the Italian Renaissance republics, 
then in England in the seventeenth century, and with the help of England and 
Lord Byron, Greece was liberated again at the beginning of the last century. But 
then the Acropolis lay in ruins for centuries, and the Athenians were more 
destitute, injured, bitter and suspicious than ever. 
       Nevertheless, they started all over again, and as you have probably seen, the 
Acropolis and the Parthenon are now being restored again stone by stone. But a 
Hellene never trusts a foreigner anymore, and therefore no foreigner can trust any 
Hellene. 
the younger (A)   Do you think it might become any better? 
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B  It takes time to heal two thousand years of wounds. It is getting better 
all the time, but the process is unbearably slow. What the Greeks need today is 
time and some patience with them from the surrounding world. 
A  You only touched fleetingly on the dissolution process by the 
Peloponnesian war and the death of Pericles and Socrates. Do you think the real 
Hellas perished with them? 
B  The less said about the Peloponnesian war, the better, especially 
concerning Alcibiades. But the tragedy of Pericles and Socrates was not the end of 
Hellas. 
A   What was then the end? 
B  There will never be any end. 
A  What was then the death of Pericles and Socrates? 
B  They were just the last travails. When Socrates emptied his cup of 
poison, the birth of Hellas was accomplished and Hellas was ready for eternity. 
Since then Hellas has perhaps had its first and most difficult day as newborn but 
no more than that. 
A    And Atlantis? 
B  Atlantis was the conception, the impregnation, the coitus. The nine 
thousand years after that was the gravidity. When the Flood drowned Asia and 
Crete perished by the explosion on Thera, the labours started. Socrates was the last 
midwife. Since then the baby is floundering. 
A  We have chatted all night, and my train leaves at six in the morning. B 
 Then you have one hour left to sleep. 
A  I think I will make use of it. 
B  Do that. I will go out in the meantime for a cup of coffee. (rises and 
starts leaving) 
A By the way, what is your name? 
B  It doesn’t matter. For you I would be the unknown Athenian. (leaves) 
 
(A lies down with his arms under his head but doesn’t close his eyes but continues to 
ponder.) 
 

The End. 
 
 
 
 
 


