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Historical-philosophical tragedy in five acts 

 
The characters: 

 
Five established academicians 

Adolf Hitler, failed artist 
Thomas Mann, author 

Albert Einstein, scientist 
Richard Strauss, composer 

Sigmund Freud, psychologist 
Stefan Zweig, humanist 
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Five soldiers in the First World War 
(the fifth is an orderly) 

Four Bavarian politicians 
Friderike Zweig, Stefan Zweig’s first wife 

President von Hindenburg 
Josef Goebbels, nazi 

Hermann Göring, dito 
Wilhelm Furtwängler, conductor 

Neville Chamberlain, British prime minister 
Benito Mussolini, Italian dictator 

Lotte Zweig, Stefan Zweig’s second wife 
Two British clerks in the social service 

Bruno Walter, conductor 
Heinrich Himmler, nazi 

 
Parlamentaries, soldiers, nazis (in act 3 scene 1)  
and neutral train passengers (in act 4 scene 3) 

 
 

 The play is a study in the German-Jewish tragedy 1914-45. 
 The action is in Europe and America. 
 The established academicians of Vienna, the trench soldiers of the First World 
War, the Bavarian politicians and the British social service could be played by the 
same actors. 
 The Hitler scenes are considered realistic and serious at first to gradually go 
more and more caricaturistic (act 4 scene 1) and finally derail completely (act 5 scene 
1). 
 Certain scenes are directly historical, like act 3 scene 1 and act 4 scene 2-3, while 
others are parodic, especially the meeting at Munich. The most important part is that 
of Hitler, which like in reality should show the whole scale from ridiculousness to 
madness. The best interpretation of Hitler ever was in my opinion that by Charles 
Chaplin. 
 Except on historical facts the drama is built on Stefan Zweig’s experiences of 
Hitler and how he as a humanist took a position. Apart from Stefan Zweig’s own 
tragedy, the drama also gives a psychological view of Hitler’s character and 
motivations, how he could be entrusted with all that power the German people 
bestowed on him and his unavoidable derailment as a dictator. 
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The Double. 
 

Act I. 
 

Scene 1.  Vienna. 
Inside an Academic palace. Four academicians around a table, enter a fifth. 

 
The Fifth (A)  Gentlemen, there is a young man outside who is very annoyed at 
having been refused by the academy. He insists on a talk with you. 
B  Who is the young man? 
A  A certain Adolf Hitler. 
B  Oh, that troublemaker. Just throw him out. He is finished here. 
A  Pardon me, but I tried. He will not give in. I just can’t get rid of him. 
B  What does he want then? 
A  I am afraid that he only wants to argue. 
B  Well, we will have to receive him then. We have had to deal with 
unqualified dilettants before who couldn’t accept their limitations, haven’t we, 
gentlemen? 
The others   Yes. 
B  Let him in, since he is searching for the truth.  
(Hitler is allowed.) 
  Well, young man, what can we do for you? 
Hitler (after a pause) What do you mean by robbing me of my future? 
B  Young man, this is no theatre. Let’s not exaggerate. Your future is your 
own business. Our only duty is to make sure that the school brings forth qualified 
arcitects. 
Hitler I know I am a better painter than architect, but that doesn’t make me 
unqualified as an architect. 
B  That’s for us to decide. You are too partial to justly be able to consider 
your talent in comparison with that of others. And if you are a better painter – why 
don’t you apply to the academy of arts? 
Hitler I did. 
B  Were you accepted? 
Hitler No. 
B  It doesn’t surprise me. 
Hitler How dare you be so presumptuous that you claim to justly be able to 
assess my art? How dare you assume the right to detrimentally affect a true artist’s 
destiny? 
B (laughs, to the others) Listen to him! Young man, with all due respect for your great 
folly, but you will never make any great artist. You lack all originality, you are 
careless and have no ense of beauty. 
Hitler Do you mean that they dabble better who in France paint colours without 
contours, jungles without proportions and people without anatomy? 
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B  We deal as little with so called impressionists as with such adventurers as 
you, Herr Adolf Hitler. By your destructive self-indulgence you disturb all rhythm 
and harmony. We have not been able to find anything else in your inventions. Take a 
good advice and get yourself a decent job. 
Hitler It’s because of my pointed nose! You think I am a Jew! 
B  What are you thinking of? 
Hitler All Vienna is seething with antisemitism, and you make me a victim of it, 
just because my grandfather might have been a Jew! 
B  There, young Herr Hitler, pull yourself together and don’t get excited. We 
have nothing to do with antisemitism here. It’s a matter of fact, that several of our 
most prominent sponsors and members are Jews themselves. You are not quite well. 
I advise you to find yourself a resting-home. To get excited like that will just cause 
anxiety and disharmony around you. 
Hitler You bring me my life’s worst humiliation! 
B  There, young man, I told you, that this was no theatre. You are just play-
acting. Take him out, Lubisch. He is finished here. 
Hitler (when brought out) One day you will respect me! 
B  I sincerely doubt that, the way you behave. You can’t commune with 
people. 
Hitler You will see! One day… (is thrown out) 
B  What a screamer! As if we hand’t enough of nervous over-sensitive and 
egocentric artists! But when a lubber comes here who can’t even draw a straight line 
and still claims to be a superior talent, it goes too far. He could possibly sometime 
learn to tear houses down and make a good job of it, but that man will never be able 
to do anything constructive. I hope he won’t make any more applications here. 
 
 

Scene 2.  Switzerland. 
 

Thomas Mann Well, gentlemen, what do you really think about the war? 
Einstein  An unfortunate accident. 
Mann  Could it have been avoided? 
Richard Strauss No. It was in the air. 
Freud  I am of the same opinion. Everyone educated and politically aware 
wished for this war, and consequenrly here was no one to stop it. 
Mann  What do you think, Stefan? 
Stefan Zweig I can’t quite agree with the rest of you. It is true that no one did 
anything to stop this war, and why didn’t they? Because no one believed such a war 
could be possible. No one was mad enough to think such a war could be possible. No 
one could take it seriosuly until it was a fact. And still no one can take it seriously, 
and that’s why it still goes on. 
Freud There. He is singing arias again. 
Mann Explain what you mean. Do you think it could have been stopped? 
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Zweig If anyone could have guessed the reality of the war, all humanity would 
have stopped it like one man. Now the true face of the war was only suspected by 
half the humanity, which only vaguely expressed some shamefaced fear, while the 
other half of humanity blindly allowed themselves to be led by destiny without any 
questions. 
Einstein And where are we going? The war is a fact, and it rages on at its worst. 
But it must reach an end some day. What will follow then? 
Strauss More wars. 
Freud Yes, it has always been like that. One war has led to the next one. It has 
only been a question of time how long a peace would last between two wars. 
Zweig But couldn't this war be regarded so horrible that it must make people 
think? We could do nothing to stop the war. Let's instead do everything to incite the 
peace that must follow. 
Strauss What can we do? 
Zweig  You as a musician couldn't do much else than go on making music, but 
our physicist here in our midst has a great responsibility for the science of the future, 
which with his superior theories he could lead in a decisive direction. 

Our friend doctor Freud could hardly do more than analyse and document the 
dangerous subconscious of the warmongers when it is already too late, while you 
and I, Thomas Mann, who both are authors, should regard it our duty to preach 
against the war. But you have unfortunately already given over your pen to the 
service of German nationalism. 
Mann I did so by conviction. 
Zweig No one blames you. I just hope you will not regret it. 
Mann Are you impertinent? 
Freud Don't quarrel now, gentlemen. Where there are two Jews there are three 
different opinions, and here we are four Jews, so there are at least five things to 
quarrel about, but does that make the world any better? And you want to be world 
improvers and not ordinary Jewish troublemakers. 
Einstein What do you think of the war yourself, doctor Freud, who is initiated in 
the darkest corners of the human mind? Do you think anything good could come out 
of it? 
Freud Absolutely. The world will get rid of much evil, much destructive energy, 
many unhealthy governments and will have a much needed new face - in brief, by 
the war the world is suddenly not bored any more for the first time in very long 
years. It will wake up to efficiently deal with a new reality. The worst that the war 
could import is that someone would embrace its self-renewal quality so passionately 
that he would take it for a pretext to start preparing the next. I mean, that the risk of 
changing the world so drastically as man now is doing is that she would then be 
inspired by the result to change it even more drastically. 
Zweig  I heard a rumour from Romain Rolland that the Russian empire has 
already been overthrown. 
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Freud In that case the monarchies of Germany and Austria will probably soon 
join them in the fall. 
Zweig That would make room for democracy all over Europe. 
Freud Or for something worse than democracy. 
Zweig What do you mean? 
Freud Haven't you heard about socialism, gentlemen? That's what started this 
war and intends to devastate the whole world in order to dominate it. It has started 
in Russia. From there it will roll over all Europe, unless there is something to stop it. 
But nothing can stop it. For it is the subconscious of man, and it will always burst 
forth however fatal the consequences will be. 
Einstein You speak prophetically, doctor. 
Mann Germany will never become socialist. 
Freud Nothing will split Germany but socialism. 
Strauss I also don't think doctor Freud will be right about this. Germany is too 
proud and haughty to ever become a socialist state. 
Freud No socialism could become more dangerous than dressed up in the 
costume of German haughtiness. 
Einstein Doctor, you frighten us. 
Freud That's the intention. I discussed these trains of thought with my disciple 
Carl Gustav Jung the other day, and he confirmed my worst fears. Germany has so 
far never in history had the possibility to apply its full potential. By this world war 
Germany will get the chance. And for my own part I hope I will not have to 
experince how Germany will use this opportunity. 
Zweig I understand you, doctor Freud. 
Freud I am glad someone does. 
Strauss I strongly doubt the ground for such fears. 
Freud You have reasons enough to detach yourself from them since you yourself 
as the follower of Wagner is riding high on German haughtiness. 
Mann I also take a stand against doctor Freud's speculations. 
Freud Do you, Thomas Mann? Then you will never be a good author. 
Einstein I think we had better part as friends while there is time. 
Zweig But let's discuss the matter again as soon as the war is over. 
Einstein A good idea. Then we will probably all have new theories to present. 
Freud The old ones, that we now trample under foot, will then be forgotten for 
the new ones, which we then will have reasons to more forcefully trample on each 
others' toes for. 
Zweig Let's be happy enough with that. 
Mann What will you do in the meantime, doctor Einstein? 
Einstein Turn all concrete concepts upside down that could give man petty reasons 
for making war. And what about you, our author? 
Mann Bestow a new identity on Germany after the one it is about to lose. 
Freud You will never succeed with that. 
Mann  And what will you do, doctor Freud? 
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Freud Nothing. 
Mann Nothing? 
Freud No. You see, what's wrong with man is that he is too busy. You, Richard 
Strauss, will probbably continue to vulgarize music in the style of Wagner in a 
dishamonic direction, but what will you do, Stefan Zweig, in the next few years?  
Zweig I will wite a Jewish pacifist drama directed against the war. 
Freud That sounds reasonable. Jewry has always survived all wars usually alone. 
It will even survive Christianity. 
Strauss Doctor Freud, you speculate too much in the subconscious. 
Freud It's my profession. 
Einstein Goodbye, gentlemen. 
Strauss Goodbye, doctor Einstein. (Einstein leaves.) 
Freud Goodbye. See you after the war. (leaves) 
Zweig Hopefully in a world more sober. 
Strauss It will never get sober as long as there is music. 
Mann Your music seduces the world. Music is a demonic invention to influence 
the dangerous subconscious with. 
Strauss I know. 
Zweig Farewell, gentlemen. 
Mann Goodbye. 
Strauss Goodbye. (They leave.) 
 
 

Scene 3.  A trench in the war. 
 
Soldier 1 He is a weird one, that Hitler. 
Soldier 2 Does he really think we will win the war? 
Soldiet 3 He is the only optimist in all Germany.  
Soldier 2 I could never understand Austrians.  
Soldier 4 No, they really are like Asians. They always thought they could master us, 
although we always beat them.   
Soldier 1 But this Hitler fellow is different. You don’t beat him.  

2 No one would be more surprised than I if we lost the war while he was 
still alive.  
 1 He has had the iron cross.  
 3 Yes. 
 4 Attention! Here he comes! Take cover!  
 3 As glomy as ever.  
Hitler (in) Are you sitting here complaining about the war again?  
 4      The devil take the war and you too! It’s thanks to blokes like you that the 
war will never end!  
Hitler And it’s thanks to blokes like you that we have risked losing it.  
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 4 As long as you live we will have to bleed and fight for another four years 
without winning.  
Hitler You’ll see that the war will be finished any day now. We have had 
brilliant successes all spring and been only fifty chilometers from Paris…   
 3 Are you mad and blind, man? Haven’t you heard that Austria has 
surrendered? Haven’t you heard that Ludendorff has gone mad? Haven’t you heasrd 
that the American forces are completely superior to ours? 
Hitler  I don’t think there will be Americans in the war fighting us until I meet 
one face to face.  

Haven’t you heard that we defeated Russia? We have conquered all Ukraine! 
How could we lose then, when we at last may concentrate all our forces on the 
western front? 
 3 And what about the surrender of Austria?  
Hitler A mean rumour spread by our enemies just to discourage us. You’ll 
believe whatever you hear, you credulous milksops. If someone came here trying to 
make you believe the emperor had committed suicide you would immediately start 
crying your hearts out and lay down your weapons and go home. And when you 
came home your wives would spank you for trusting such loose rumours. You are 
good for nothing, since you believe in nothing. 
 3 Do you believe in anything then?  
Hitler I believe in Germany. I don’t think Germany could lose.  
 2 You need an Austrian to believe in Germany.  
Hitler Shut up, you imbecile idiot! Verily, I say to you, the real enemies of 
Germany are not the French or the English, but all those who raise all our defeatist 
rotten eggs! The real adversaries of our German people are all the religious parasites, 
the socialist strike leaders who prevent our people from working, the lax teachers 
who, instead of giving any morally edifying education, just sit and bore the students 
so that they learn nothing, and above all the spreaders of laziness above all others: 
the greedy Jews, who only exploit and exploit others in order to be lazy themselves. 
How Germany could become big and efficient if it cleared out all parasites and 
drones that just to cultivate their own inertia to slow down development! I can't 
stand any sloths! If the German leaders were a little more interested in the future and 
a little more psychological, so that they could have the sense to cleanse all the useless 
bureaucrats out of the country, we would win the war in the flash of a moment! 
 2 Halleluja! He is even preaching.  
 4 The preaching corporal.   
Hitler I am serious! You regard me as a fool and giggle at me, but you are the 
ones to be pitied, for you don’t yourselves realize how manipulated you are. If there 
was but one grain of good sense in the leadership of the German state, you would 
not be here, but you would be at home at work with your families with a gloriously 
victorious war behind. 
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 1 And what about yourself, Adolf Hitler? What did you do before the war? 
Did you work hard? Did you study hard? Did you honourably support your kin? 
Were you happily married?  (The other soldiers laugh.) 
Hitler You are laughing at me. All my life I have been thinking, which none of 
you ever did. I admit that I have never worked for gains, but instead I have explored 
life and lived among the poorest. I know the sewers, backstreets and mustiest 
bachelor hotels of Vienna and Nuremberg and Munich. I know life. I know the 
human being. I come from the bottom. None of you have gone out of your way to 
know the full extent of human suffering, but I have. I know the people, and that 
merit beats all academic qualifications, titles and certificates in the long run. Through 
my psychological insights, I have a sense of the crux of the matter in the history of 
Germanism, a thing that none of you have any idea about, and yet that knowledge is 
the right way into the future for Germany. I alone can give Germany a dignified 
future. 
 2 There he goes again.  
 4 Shut up, you snifling bum, and go preaching to the army chaplain instead. 
 3 We are lucky that you never became more than a corporal, for if you were 
you would convert all Europeans to Germanity.  
Hitler Just you wait. That day may come. The war isn’t over yet.  
   (enter an orderly) 
Orderly  Important news. The government in Berlin has made a truce with the 
enemy.  

1 No bad jokes, please. They aren’t funny. 
2 It’s of course the emperor himself who has surrendered. 

Orderly The emperor is deposed.  
All  What! 
Orderly  He has abdicated. There will be a democratic government in good time. 
Hitler What impudence! What kind of a tall tale is that? 
Orderly  Germany has surrendered on all fronts. 
Hitler You are lying, you scoundrel! You are here to spread general defeatism by 
the order of some Jew or Marxist! 
Orderly No, I am here by the order of the headquarters. Here are my papers. Read 
for yourelf. It’s not Hindenburg and Ludendorff who have surrendered but the 
government itself who has signed the peace treaty. (They study the documents.) 
 3  It’s actually true.  
Hitler  It must not be true! 
 1  It is true.  
 2  We can go home! Hurray!  

4 Hurray! (2 and 4 dance about arm in arm with each other shouting for joy.)  
Hitler Stop it! It’s not funny at all! It’s a Jewish conspiracy!  
 1 You're always the least funny when you pull out your Jewish complex, 
Adolf. You know very well that we all know that your grandfather may well have 
been Jewish, and you can never prove that he was not. Your nose betrays your 
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ancestry, it doesn't help no matter how much you try to hide it behind your 
ridiculous moustache, and most of all, it's your Jewish hatred that betrays your 
Jewish blood. 
Hitler (attacks him frothing with rage and takes him by the throat) 
  You have no right to insult my family! 
 4 He is mad. 
 3 Separate them! (They are separated.)  
 1 Hitler, you fool, if it weren’t for your iron cross, I would gladly have 
relieved the world of your presence. 
Hitler Thus speaks a German soldier to someone whom he believes to be a Jew. I 
am no Jew. No one is less of a Jew in the world than I. I am spotfree. Whoever 
believes I am a Jew I laugh to scorn!  
 1 If you ever reach any higher position you will in accordance with it be 
laughed out by the world for your Jewish fancies. 
Hitler The last laugh is the best laugh. 

1     You are probbably the only one along the entire front who isn’t happy 
that the war is over but would rather continue fighting and even force your 
own countrymen to go on fighting. 

Hitler  Am I then the only one to experience the estreme offence against the pride 
and honour of Germany that this peace treaty means? If Ludendorff and Hindenburg 
had been allowed to have their say, there would never have been peace! We were 
winning! It’s the Jews in the Reichstag! With their money and their scheming they are 
capable of implementing any corruption! 
 3 He is at it again.  
Orderly  It’s not like that. Austria was forced to surrender, and if Germany wants to 
avoid getting the war into their own territory to see their cities being destroyed, there 
has to be peace now. The resources of our country are exhausted, while those of the 
allies and America are constantly increasing. England has defeated Turkey, which is 
completely dissolved. Bulgaria has also surrendered. The allies have threatened to 
break into Germany from the south by Austria and Munich. 
Hitler But that is absurd! The forces of Germany can never be exhausted! 
Ludendorff would never have allowed such an ignominious moral bankruptcy! This 
would never have happened if others than milksops had been allowed to make 
deicisions! The government is bribed by Jews and foreigners! 
Orderly      Be careful about what you are saying, corporal. You could lose your 
soldier’s pension. 
Hitler I would rather have died than experienced this day. Would Germany fall 
then and I alone remain standing? Never! Germany may never and will never fall! I 
will never rest until Germany has had its full restitution! 
 3 Now he is raving again. 
 4 Go to hell, you raving fool! It would perhaps never have been any war if 
we had done without such idiots as you and the emperor.  
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Hitler Just you wait! I will wake you all up to some cognition before the day is 
ended that begins now! 
 3 What day? 
Hitler The day, the dawn of which we haven’t seen yet but will come to shine for 
all Germany. 

1 Come, let’s go. Let him be alone with his beloved war.  
(The others leave.) 

Hitler We have just entered the night, but I alone know, that the extreme 
disgrace and darkness of this night will lead to the strongest brightest light and 
clearance that the world has ever seen. And I am the one who will pull this Germany 
buried alive from out of the depth of darkness.  (leaves) 
 
 

Scene 4.  In Switzerland. 
 

Strauss Well, gentlemen. Here we are again. The war is finished. What do we do 
now? 
Zweig What else can we do than reflect over the great holocaust? 
Mann The old world is gone, but a new one has been born in its ruins. 
Zweig Do you still stick to your nationalism, Thomas Mann? 
Mann I am convinced that it is now more urgent than ever. Nationalistic 
constructiveness has never been more necessary for Germany than now. Germany is 
after all the country most seriously afflicted by injustice of all nations. 
Zweig Next to Austria. 
Mann Yes, but Germany is a greater nation, and therefore also Germany’s 
sufferings will be greater. Austria is practically reduced to almost nothing. It almost 
did not want to continue to exist after the fall of the house of Habsburg.  But 
Germany could never cease to exist whatever happens. 
Freud Yes, your way of contributing to the reconstruction of Germany is at least 
harmless, dear colleague. The civilised frame of Germany has never ben looser than 
now, and you at least keep within the frame. 
Zweig It is in many ways a fantastic age beginning now. Europe has never had 
such a politically constructive initial position as it now has. 
Mann How do you mean? 
Zweig I mean that all Europe is completely pacified. Its armies are broken, all its 
great nations have had their power completely annihilated, no nation in Europe is 
threatening its neighbour any longer, and all autocracies are reduced to democracies. 
Einstein So you see no danger in communism, the terror of Bela Kun in Hungary 
and the socialistic coup efforts in Bavaria? 
Zweig Communism and socialism is a philosophy and no politics. The Soviet 
Union has willingly granted Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Finland 
independence and acknowledged them as free states. You can't take a stand against 
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the Soviet Union wihtout committing an injustice. I am quite convinced that the 
world war has made Russia suffer much more than Germany and Austria together.   
Einstein The finest philosophy in the world can be made to suffer by coming into 
political power. It is a fact that the Soviet Union is still an autocracy although the last 
one in Europe.  
Strauss Doctor Einstein wants to assert that dictatorships always are dangerous. I 
also mean that you must never close your eyes to them. 
Mann In that case nothing is more dangerous to Germany than all social 
democrats and communists who want to make a German socialist state after the 
Russian pattern. 
Strauss You said it. Germany has never been in greater social and political danger 
than now. 
Freud By my soul, you should all become politicians. You are as sober and 
idealistic as the Weimar republic. 
Zweig God save our friend Walter Rathenau who gave it to us. 
Strauss You are too pro-Jewish, Stefan Zweig. That could give you a bad 
reputation. 
Zweig In what way, do you mean? 
Strauss You can give an impression of being somewhat one-sided in your cultural 
attitude. 
Zweig It's a fact, that nothing has been so important to the surge of German 
culture in the 17th and 19th centuries as the development of German Jewry. No one 
admired and helped the Jews in Germany more than Goethe, who is intimately 
associated with both Moses and Felix Mendelssohn. What Lessing began and Goethe 
continued was perfected in the 19th century, and we are all here but you, Richard 
Strauss, children of German-speaking Judaism which has reached as unique and 
universal a position in Germany as Sephardic Judaism reached in Spain in the 
Middle Ages. The German spiritual cultivation of the 19th century has reached 
higher heights than any other nation in the world has been able to display, and this 
has been possible through a particularly fruitful collaboration between Judaism and 
Christianity. Judaism in Germany is more open, more liberal and more universal 
than anywhere else in the world.  
Einstein We have to admit that he is right. 
Freud Yes, we have reached such a high level that we can't reach any further. 
From here we can only go downhill. 
Mann Listen to that croaker! 
Strauss Explain what you mean, professor. 
Freud I draw my conclusions from historical facts. The Israeli Jewry reached its 
height by the construction of the temple of Solomon, which was immediately 
followed by Solomon's moral decay and the division of the Israeli state.  
  Another top was reached by the construction of the temple of Herod, 
which again immediately was followed by the destruction of Jerusalem. 
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  Another top was reached in Spain in the middle ages, whereupon 
Ferdinand and Isabella extirpated Spanish Jewry in 1492.  
  Another top was reached in Germany in the 19th century… 

(silence) 
Einstein I heard as late as today a leaflet being read that blamed the lost war on the 
Jews. 
Strauss It is good not to be a Jew. 
Einstein It is good to have someone like you among us, herr Strauss, although I 
prefer Bach. 
Zweig The fact is that the Weimar republic exists and works and is good. As long 
as it remains, no Jew in Germany or Austria has anything to fear. 
Freud You can never be fearful enough. Fear is always justified. It is safer to fear 
and to have something to fear and know what you fear than be struck by fear in your 
bed when you are least prepared for it. 
Mann What could happen then, doctor Freud? What do we have to fear? 
Freud Have none of you really studied the unique political current situation of 
Germany? Never in history has such a latently powerful state as Germany found 
itself in a similar situation. Germany did not lose the war, we did not allow a single 
foreign soldier on German soil, but Germany was nevertheless forced into a 
humiliating capitulation and humiliated to the utmost by rigorous and impossible 
peace terms that were as absurd as they were inhumane.  
 In short, Germany has been made the scapegoat for the great World War, and 
every German and Austrian unconsciously feels it in their hearts.  
        The danger is that some political genius may become aware of this universal 
subconsciousness of the German peoples and begin to play upon them as the most 
susceptible of all German strings.  
 In short, someone could exploit the situation to their own advantage.  
 The result could be a fatal avalanche of national hysteria alongside a dynamic 
national energy discharge that could soon have an effect similar to the effect of an 
atomic explosion and its chain reaction. In short, a political situation could arise that 
no one would be able to control. 
Zweig  I understand you, Dr. Freud. 
Freud  I am glad that someone does. 
Einstein  Your analogy with the effect of atomic fission is very interesting. We live 
in a time of tremendous energy development and discharge and not only in science.  
Strauss  It is only in music that we lack that expansion. The music has reached its 
limit. It couldn't be more beautiful after the romantics ended. Puccini and Sibelius are 
almost the last ones who are still innovative 
Mann What about yourself? 
Strauss I am an enfant terrible who is only good for corrupting the traditional 
harmonic essence of music. I feel like a degenerator of music. 
Zweig Still the Rosenkavalier is a wonderful work. 
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Strauss Yes, it was made in the good old days before the world war, when the 
world still was beautiful. 
Freud There's the key word - "the goold old days". This expression did not exist 
before the war, but after the war it has been heard more often every day. It is as if the 
whole of civilized humanity after the war began to fondly devote itself to longing to 
return to "the good old days", as if the new times were corrupted and condemned to 
death. And maybe they are. It's almost as if the new age was created exclusively by 
and for political lunatics and inferior people. But isn't it irresponsible, as if in an 
alcoholic intoxication or dream state, to forget the world and only think of the time 
that was? Herein, I believe, lies the greatest danger to civilized humanity. 
Zweig I am of the same opinion. 
Mann Explain yourself. 
Zweig I think that the world and civilization will find its salvation if not even its 
future in the reflection over the stability of a lost age and its paradise. 
Strauss (by the window) One moment, gentlemen. There is a boy in the street crying 
out terrible news. 
Mann What about? 
Strauss That's what I really can't hear. Wait. It appears as if Walter Ratenau has 
been assassinated. 
Mann What? 
Zweig It must not be true. 
Strauss I am afraid it is true. He has been shot down in a street in Munich. 
Einstein Who could have any interest or joy in executing the man who gave us 
peace and the Weimar republic? 
Freud The German people, who unconsciously starts reacing against their great 
national humiliation. 
Zweig This is terrible. 
Mann It is abominable. 
Einstein Let's leave, gentlemen, but let us meet again in a few years. The way the 
situation is changing from one day to another, we will soon again have plenty of 
matters to discuss. 
Mann Yes, now we have to reflect over the dawning terrorism. 
Zweig Will you remain a German nationalist? 
Mann Always. 
Einstein Farewell, gentlemen. (leaves) 
Strauss I just hope we will not have to emigrate. 
Freud One day perhaps you will state the opposite. Until we meet again, 
gentlemen, before the next war. 
Zweig In that case I hope we'll never meet again, so that there never will be any 
other war. 
Freud Let's meet anyway, Stefan, even if it will have to be abroad. 
Zweig You are the only one of us who is wise and sober, and you are the only 
one who doesn't do anything. 
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Freud I know what I know, and that's more than enough. Farewell for the time 
being. (leaves) 
Strauss Farewell, my friends. (leaves) 
Mann After you, dear colleague. (exit Zweig.) 
 I am last, who most believes in a Germany that is heading for destruction.  
 
 

Act II. 
 

Scene 1.  A beer joint in Munich. 
(Four men around a table.) 

 
1  Who is this Hitler? 
2  A strange Austrian. He has never worked in all his life, he has no 
academic degrees, he knows no foreign languages, he hasn’t read much but is still a 
genius.  
3  In what way? 
2  He has political ideas that I would characterize as irresistible. He is exactly 
what such a small party as ours needs to grow into something. He has a remarkable 
power of initiative.  
3  Well, it will be interesting to meet him.  
  (enter Hitler, shabby and disgusting.)  
2  Here he is. 
1 (rises) Good day, herr Wolfgang Hitler. 
2  Adolf! 
1  Sorry,  (tries again) herr Hitler. 
4  We have heard very much about you.  
3  Are you engaged in the cause of the German workers?  
Hitler I am engaged in the cause of all Germans.  
2     We call ourselves the German Workers’ party. 
Hitler Why not? 
1  Herr Dämlich here has heard you speaking and was impressed. For that 
reason you have been invited here tonight. 
Hitler I am very much obliged.  
4  Are you interested in politics?  
Hitler I always was.  
2 (to 1) He has above all an astounding talent for attracting ladies.  
1  Is he married? 
2  No. 
1  Is he homosexual? 
2  No. 
1  What is he then?  
2  Available. 
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1  Then he will suit us. 
3  Herr Hitler, they say you have remarkable views on the Jewish issue. You 
are known for being explicit in your speeches.  
Hitler My view on the Jews is that they are suckers and parasites on our society 
and that they corrupt our race.  
4  That was strongly expressed.  
Hitler It was straight. But not only the Jews are to blame.  
3  For what? 
Hitler The misfortune of Germany. 
1  May one ask: who is then guilty of the misfortune of Germany?  
Hitler The lethargy! The wretched bureaucrats who cheated away Germany's 
victory in the World War and gave up for nothing, all the wealthy and rich, mainly 
Jews, who live on established inertia and on as little happening and changing as 
possible, all the state employees who dabble with the parasites, the religious pious, 
the Jews and Catholics, and all those who are a burden on the state – those who live 
on social benefits because they do not want to work, alcoholics, drug addicts and the 
insane. What Germany needs is a revolution that uproots the country and replants it 
in better soil. The country lacks firm leadership after the moral bankruptcy of the 
emperor. What I demand first of all politically of the people is that they begin to 
make a little effort to get Germany firmly back on its feet. The people must learn that 
you get no salary without work. Only then do they start working energetically again. 
I want to eradicate the routine of sloth in Germany and replace it with greatness and 
power. I want the German people to be able to feel proud of their name and their 
nation. I want to convince the Germans that it is worth making an effort. 
4  And what would you do with the Jews, the social cases and the mentally 
ill? Would you kill them?  
2  A mean question, doktor Kraut.  
4  But most important in the context. You can’t evade the social issue in 
politics. Herr Wolfgang Hitler has just expressed himself rather drastically about the 
Jews, the social cases and the mentally ill. I wish to know if he is serious and 
prepared to make his thoughts a reality.  
3  Herr Kraut, we are here to form a new party, not to start discussions.  
2  The detailed program of the party politics comes later.  
4  But I wish to know... 
1  Quiet, doctor Kraut. Go on, herr Hitler. Are you prepared to help us get 
followers?  
Hitler I would gladly start from the bottom and help you with anything.  
3  That’s good. Are you willing to give a lecture next week in connection 
with an event in the municipality? There will be about 30 auditors.  
2  We have already noticed that you have the power to inspire, engage and 
convince.  
4 (ironically)  You would attract a street-sweeper.   
1  Quiet, doctor Kraut!  
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4  You would get all the boors of Munich for followers.  
1  Quiet, Herr Doktor! Are you a politician or a schismatic? If you are not 
with us and herr Hitler, you may leave. 
4  I am neither for you nor against you. 
1  Then you are against us, and then you must leave. Goodbye, herr doctor 
Kraut.  
4 (rises) I thought, gentlemen, that we were going to form an idealistic movement 
which would do something constructive and not a maffia.  
Hitler Herr doktor, you will come to regret those words.  
4  And you, young man, Germany will bitterly come to regret that it ever let 
you inside its limits. Goodbye. (leaves)  
Hitler Let him go. We don’t need him.  
1  I sincerely hope that you will now the better fulfill our expectations, when 
they have cost us our oldest and wisest member.  
Hitler The old exist to be dead and buried. The young are here to govern. Youth 
is the future. Let’s turn to them and turn our backs to yesterday and the traditions.  
2  Thus speaks a real politician.  
3  We are already proud of you, herr Hitler. 

(They leave cordially chatting, tapping each other’s backs, etc.)   
 
 

Scene 2. Salzburg. A glorious view of Salzburg and the mountains.  
 

Zweig What has actually happened?  
Mann An effort at a coup. 
Zweig Has the German government been overthrown?  
Mann No, the revolutionaries fortunately failed.  
Zweig Who are these revolutionaries?  
Mann A new party led by a certain Adolf Hitler.  
Zweig An easy name to remember. 
Mann Strangely enough he looks very much like you. 
Zweig Me? 
Mann Yes. He has the same kind of moustache, same kind of face, same kind of 
hair but is a few years younger. 
Freud Feel flattered, Stefan. You have a double who almost managed to 
overthrow the German order.  
Zweig How weird. 
Mann They say he is a terrible rhetoric who carries the masses away by his 
dynamic eloquence. His meetings are as efficient as religious mass gatherings: no one 
leaves a meeting without having joined. I wouldn’t take the risk of hearing him 
preach. 
Freud They say that when he speaks the auditorium feels as if he was in almost 
physical contact with every auditor. Especially the ladies become excited. 
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Einstein What a study for you, Sigmund. 
Zweig How long has such a menace to the world order been allowed to exist? 
Mann He has been at it since 1920.  
Zweig Since I married Friderike (enter Friderike.) 
Friderike Gentlemen, your drinks. (offers them) Would you like your cigar, Stefan?  
Zweig Gladly. Then come and join us, Friderike. (She leaves.) 
Mann Are you happily married, Stefan? 
Zweig What a question! Do you have any doubts? If you do, look around. Take a 
closer look at my castle, and if you still have any doubts, look at my garden, my 
paradise. If you still have any doubts, take a look at the liberating view, the most 
beautiful in the world. If you still have any doubts, regard my wife and her children, 
and you can’t doubt any more. 
Mann But they are not your children. 
Zweig No, I know that well enough. And surely you must also know that 
Friderike was married before, and that the children are called von Winternitz. 
Mann Did you take her from her husband? Some wicked business! 
Strauss Don’t insult the host, Thomas. 
Einstein Your envy does you no honour. 
Zweig No, gentlemen, not like that. Thomas Mann is quite right. It’s a wicked 
business. It’s so wicked that it brought on the Titanic disaster, and when I confirmed 
my weakness and brought her to the altar, Adolf Hitler started making trouble. 
Freud What do you mean by that? (Friderike returns.) 
Zweig A toast, my friends! Do you know what, Friderike? They just asked me if I 
was happily married. What do you think I answered? 
Friderike You probably did not know what to say as usual. 
Mann No, he actually answered. 
Freud He said that his union with you brought on the Titanic disaster, the world 
war and Adolf Hitler. 
Friderike How all people constantly bring up that A. Hitler! What did he do to 
attract such attention? 
Freud The nasty thing about him is that he attracts attention. 
Einstein He has tried to overthrow the world order. 
Mann He carries the masses away. 
Friderike What are ’the masses’?  
Zweig An excellent question! What are the masses? Yes, the masses are a 
phantom feared by everyone, a ghost from the days of the French revolution, a 
barbaric evil from the middle ages that no longer exists, for the enlightenment and 
progress of civilization have made its animal madness impossible. 
Strauss Thus speaks the complacent milksop in his ivory tower with everything 
under control. 
Freud The way you speak! 
Zweig No, he is right. I certainly live in an ivory tower like snugness itself with 
only happiness and paradise around me, but is that wrong? Haven’t I the right to do 
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so as long as I can? And as long as it is possible, I have the fantastic freedom and 
opportunity to invite you home and meet you as much as possible. I only enjoy my 
snugness when I am able to share it with my friends and Friderike’s. 
Mann You are as eloquent as Hitler but in the opposite way. 
Friderike This terrible name again! I think I will leave you. 
Zweig No, stay, Friderike. 
Friderike No, I will leave you to finish discussing that horrible Hitler once and for 
all, so that we then will be rid of him. (leaves) 
Mann Well, since she has left, the Hitler topic will have to replace her. It's 
actually interesting. 
Zweig I don't share your opinion. I prefer my wife. 
Einstein Why is it interesting? 
Mann Because the people are with him. He has touched the heart strings of the 
people. He is what the German people have been waiting for: the man who wants to 
exonerate Germany from its dishonour.  Many regard him as something of a 
redeemer. 
Freud (watches the clock) Then I am out. When is the next train, Stefan? 
Strauss Calm down, Sigmund. The man in question won't come here. He is 
imprisoned. 
Freud It is dangerous to put saviors in prisons. It just makes them feel better.  
The Jews sealed the two thousand year problem of Christianity by putting Jesus in 
irons and making him a martyr. Had they let him go, the world and especially the 
Jews would have been much better off. Likewise, they should have refused to take 
Hitler and his mentally ill friend Ludendorff seriously. Ludendorff is an idiot but 
Hitler is worse: he is a madman. 
Strauss Why? 
Freud Because he says what people want to hear instead of what is right. The fact 
that he appeals to the darkest instincts of people shows he wants power at any price. 
This man is a danger to the world and never more dangerous than as an imprisoned 
martyr. 
Einstein They say he is already working on a book of propaganda. 
Zweig How I hate this word, which sounds so brutally false in our new century: 
propaganda. Fie, the word makes me vomit! It stands for nothing less than spiritual 
prostitution. 
Freud Exactly. The emotional power of the word is used to further personal 
interests. You convince by lies and turn them into laws. 
Zweig How could there be people who don't see through empty propaganda? 
Einstein How could there be people who are that evil? How is it possible when 
goodness exists?  It's the same question. Why do people lie when they know the 
truth? 
Mann Yes, it's an insoluble problem. 
Strauss Germany is fortunately recovering now after the great inflation under the 
chancellorship of the competent Stresemann. 
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Freud Yes, but for how long? Such a man as Hitler will never be able to fly better 
than after his time in prison, and then all you need is a national disaster, and Hitler 
and his friends will make another coup attempt. 
Strauss I am quite convinced that Hitler after this will follow the laws of 
democracy. Or else he will never be admitrted into politics again. 
Einstein He has no other choice. 
Freud Very well, if he is a skilful politician he will follow the laws of democracy 
henceforth. But in that case he is such a clever politician that he will be able to attain 
power democratically. And then when he is in power we will get to know his real 
face. And that's a face I don't wish to know. 
Mann Are you afraid of it? 
Freud I am afraid of all people who lack a sense of humour, for such people are 
always destructive. I wouldn't take Hitler seriously if it wasn't for the fact that he 
never laughs. 
Einstein In other words, that man is dangerous. 
Freud Precisely. 
Strauss I think you are wrong. Demagogues don't reach very far in these days. 
Look at Bela Kun and Eisner. 
Mann On the other hand, look at Mussolini, Lenin and Stalin.  In Russia the 
established dictatorship is being consolidated. And Hitler is a German Stalin. 
Strauss Germany can't tolerate them at length. 
Freud But Germany does nothing to eliminate them. The Germans always 
accepted all superiority. It's in the German nature to work and keep quiet. 
Mann And Hitler is working by not keeping quiet. He is not keeping quiet so 
energetically that everyone is impressed who works and keeps quiet. 
Einstein Beware, gentlemen. Let's not turn him into a German tiger. 
Freud You keep quiet! 
Zweig There, gentlemen, finish your drinks. Friderike is waiting for you to get 
through with the terrible Hitler subject. 
Strauss I am afraid we will not get through with it today. 
Freud I am afraid that Hitler is heading for timelessness. 
Mann What do you mean? 
Freud I mean that his idea is universal. 
Einstein What is his idea? 
Freud That no force is greater than the one defeated. 
Strauss (after a moment's silence) That I did not understand. Did you, gentlemen? 
Mann No. 
Einstein No. 
Zweig Let's drink to Hitler soon being forgotten, for the sake of our hostess 
Friderike. 
Freud Yes, a toast to our hostess, that she may well survive Hitler. 
Strauss Cheers!  (They cordially drink to each other.) 
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Scene 3.  Hitler speaking. 
 

Hitler Gentlemen, our hour is drawing closer every day. At last, old Stresemann, 
the one who kept Germany in order, the rotten shaft of the rotten Weimar Republic, 
is dead, and the catastrophe is already on its way. I can feel the weathering of them 
in the air. Life is too easy, things are going too well for Germany, the boom is too 
persistent for it not to take revenge. At one point, disaster is imminent, there will be 
new grim inflations that take the bread away from the poor, all hope and all 
optimism will come to an abrupt end while worry and desperation rise to the surface 
and take power. And then our moment has come. Then nothing will be able to stand 
between us and Germany any longer. And on that day, Germany will finally triumph 
over her disgrace, and she will do so with the whole German-speaking world 
through us! 

(Thundering applause and resounding calls: Heil! Sieg Heil!) 
 With me, Germany lay in chains in prison, enslaved by the lax bureaucracy of 
the Weimar Republic. I was put in prison and put on trial by General Ludendorff, the 
only one who dared to oppose the wretched Treaty of Versailles, because we wanted 
to do something for Germany. We wanted to show our initiative and demonstrate 
that the German initiative was not yet dead, although it lay buried alive by political 
laxity and defeatism. Yes, as long as I live, I will oppose the established laxity, the lax 
bureaucracy, the lethargic society with its depraved democracy, which can never do 
anything about it because of its own pessimistic basic attitude, the cheating society, 
which lives on corruption and moral drought, the established system, which has 
been working on its own demise ever since it was established. We have a great past 
and an even greater future! It is only the present that is wrong and that needs to be 
changed. 

(Storming applauses and new calls: Heil! Sieg Heil!) 
 Our program is clearly perfect and our course goes straight into the future. 
Thanks to my imprisonment, which convinced the whole of Germany of how rotten 
our current judicial system is, I had time to write "Mein Kampf", which is the most 
politically important book written after "Das Kapital". "Mein Kampf" and our policy 
are the antithesis of communism and the looming darkness of the Bolsheviks, and the 
only thing that defines the head of the world communist conspiracy. We are not only 
Germany's only hope, but the world's only hope! Without us, the whole of Germany 
and all of Europe would succumb to the arbitrariness of gloomy communism and its 
horrible and hopeless pitch-black grave, which is nothing but slavery and barbarism. 
Only we can defeat communism! 

(Storming applauses and new cries of heil.) 
 What else does Europe say? They just keep silent! The new democracies in the 
East, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and the Baltic States, just sit in their petty 
parliaments and squabble among themselves in eternal internal political divisions, 
just waiting for the Russians to come and eat them. And in Western Europe there is 
only indifference. France and England are apathetic and do not even think about the 
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danger to the world that communism poses. It is only we National Socialists in 
Germany who are aware of what is really happening and who are prepared to 
defend freedom. That is why we need to rearm! We must show the world that we 
live and believe in our right to privacy and that we refuse to be made into ordinary 
passive sissies. We are Germans! No one can defeat us or sit on us! We are free! We 
have a mission in the world to fulfill, and that mission is to demonstrate forever that 
a free nation will never allow itself to be trampled and subdued without reacting 
with a message of crushing all its oppressors! 

(New cries of enthusiasm with Heils and so on.) 
 We are free! We are born to freedom, and no one has the right to take that 
freedom away from us! We must smash all the shackles that are placed on us, no 
military superiority, no Jewish mafias, no communist plots, no international hostility 
can put any restraint on us! On the contrary! Every attempt from outside or within to 
curb Germany's freedom and expansion will double German power, every attempt to 
restrain a German initiative will result in bloody revolt and furious violence, we have 
been humiliated enough! We have been pushed so deep into our shoes that we can 
only get up and explode! We have been driven to the bottom, and therefore it is now 
the turn of the German people to drive the world to the bottom. We can only win, for 
so far we have only lost. Our time is coming! The German day is dawning! Victory is 
here! 

(Deafening cheering and thundering applause with Heils and so on.) 
 
 

Scene 4.  Salzburg (like scene 2) 
 

Mann Yes, you are all right, Stefan. What more can you ask for? The world is at 
your feet. There is no other author in the world as widely translated as you. 
Everyone is reading you. All you lack is the Nobel prize. 
Zweig What are you talking about, Thomas. You are a much more accomplished 
author than I. You work on a grand scale while I only meddle in small formats. And 
concerning the Nobel prize: I have no pretensions: many better authors than I had to 
die without that honour, like Ibsen Tolstoy, Tchekhov, Strindberg, Joseph Conrad, 
Émile Zola and many others. I surely believe that also neither our friend James Joyce 
or Maxim Gorky will have it. Some authors are simply too good to get it. 
Mann The terrible thing is that there as many authors who receive this prize and 
are forgotten as those who don’t get it and remain eternally actual classics. I would 
rather belong to the later category than to those who are awarded in their lifetime 
and then are forgotten. I think your authorship will be more timeless than mine. 
Zweig What are you talking about. Tell me one single receiver of the Nobel prize 
who didn’t deserve it but got it and became forgotten. 
Mann We know who Gjellerup, Benavente, Echegary, Eucken, Mommsen, Heyse 
and Mistral were but who will know them in fifty years? And who will then read  
Buddenbrooks and Der Zauberberg? While your biographies of Dickens, Tolstoy, 
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Dostyevsky, Stendhal, Balzac, Casanova, Mesmer, Nietzsche and Mary Baker Eddy 
will constantly have renewed actuality. 
Zweig You just flatter me and make me feel uncomfortable with snugness and 
conceit. You see, you are so terribly right. I have everything. My happiness over the 
past ten years has only been steadily increasing, and I see no end to my welfare. I 
have a collection in my home that makes it a universal and unique museum of 
cultural history. The portraits of Beethoven on his deathbed, Mozart's scandalous pee 
and poop letters, original manuscripts by Handel and Bach, Goethe and Schiller, 
Schubert and Brahms – all great spirits are my constant guests in my house. I thus 
always have the best company in the world. My wife is ideal, my garden is ideal, my 
home is ideal, my Salzburg is ideal, my whole world is ideal, and what do I lack? I 
have everything. What more can I ask for? Well, I miss the challenge of adversity. 
Mann Do you wish unhappiness? 
Zweig    Not directly, but some challenge that would spur me to reach for even 
greater heights would almost be needed, for I am too comfortable. I have it too good. 
That’s the only fault. 
Mann Dear Stefan, your argument is dangerous. You paint the devil on the wall. 
He could take you seriously and overthrow your life. Think of Job. 
Zweig Yes, I know, but for some reason I am not afraid of it. I live so happily and 
well that even misfortune would be welcome as an addition to my happiness. What 
is life without pepper and salt? 
Mann It is terrible to pepper and salt too much, which is easily done, since the lid 
will come loose too easily when you shake the caddy. 
Strauss (enters)   Have you heard the sensational news? 
Zweig No? What? 
Strauss Adolf Hitler has become chancellor of Germany. 
Mann It can’t be possible. 
Zweig Hitler? That illiterate? That ridiculous corporal? He who made such a bad 
act in Munich? The pathetic parody of a bad politician? 
Strauss Yes, regrettably, but it is probably just temporary. 
Mann That man has no education, speaks no language besides German and that 
rather bad and lives as a politician on the meanest tricks and manners of agitators 
and demagogues. 

Or what do you say, doctor Freud? Welcome, by the way! 
Freud (enters)  Thank you. I mean that Hitler came to power only by his sexual 
vibration. All his party and everything what it stands for breathes only sex, which 
unfortunately is popular. The masses buy it. For the sake of that they abandon 
literature and theatre to gloat on sexual cinema shows, and the lower class, the better, 
for the more it will indulge in sex. 
Einstein (enters)  Gentlemen, in one blow the fate of Germany and maybe of all 
Europe has been decided in a terrible way perhaps for the worst. I am afraid that we 
will all have to be compelled to leave our German-speaking homelands quite shortly. 
Zweig Why? 



 24 

Einstein Because we are Jews. And what is worse: we are qualified Jews. We are 
world famous and sovereign individuals, and by the rise to power of Hitler such 
individualism is now finished in Germany. 
Freud What is your ground for this hypothesis? 
Einstein The fact that Hitler is an antisemitic socialist who preaches force and 
violence and never for one moment so far hesitated to use it. 
Mann I always found this word "antisemitism" very much objectionable. Semites 
are not just Jews but also Arabs, Druses, Syrians, Egyptians and a number of other 
peoples. Still antisemites hate only Jews. What’s the logic then of antisemitism? 
Einstein The word means only blind animal destructive hatred and nothing else. 
The word stands for the greatest folly of the world through all times. 
Strauss The Zionist has spoken. 
Einstein I support Zionism but am not a Zionist. The Zionist movement is vital for 
world Jewry in times in which people like this fanatic Hitler has forced us into. 
Mann Everything is the fault of the inflation and depression. 
Einstein It's not that simple. Germany received its first blow under the belt of the 
World War and its unnecessarily humiliating peace conditions for Germany. It 
received its second blow below the belt through the occupation of the Ruhr and the 
consequent astronomical inflation. The third blow under the belt came completely 
unjustifiably out of nowhere through the Great Depression. No one let themselves be 
beaten three times below the belt without retaliating. In Hitler, the Germans think 
they see the brutal power that is needed for retaliation. They only make the mistake 
of imagining that it is the Jews who have given them these three blows in the solar 
plexus. Instead of turning directly against God, who is the only culprit, they turn 
against those who are closest to God, and that is the Jews. 
Zweig Can you explain Hitler’s hatred of the Jews, doctor Freud? 
Freud I have studied it now for a number of years and found that it is a kind of 
latent self-destructiveness that humans are obsessed with. Note that his grandfather 
may have been Jewish. Everyone denies it, no one can prove it, but no one can prove 
that his grandfather was not a Jew either. Notice Hitler's nose and his typically 
Jewish nervousness and temperament. As desperate as Hitler is, only a Jew can be. I 
consider Hitler to be a Jew. 

How does this man named Hitler reason? His fixed idea is that the Jewish factor 
defiles humanity. He believes that the smallest particle of Jewish blood is enough to 
defile an entire family. He is fixed on his Jewish ancestry and wants to be freed from 
it at all costs. That is why he wants to eradicate world Jewry: his irrational self-
destructiveness takes this expression. 

Of course, he is a psychopath and insane, like most successful politicians. Let's 
study his sex life. He has never been interested in women and certainly never had 
one, although they have always been drawn to him. All his sexual energy is instead 
focused on his political career. That is why he is so sexual and irresistible as a 
political speaker. But nothing is more harmful to a person than not to give his sexual 
drive its natural outlet. That is why Adolf Hitler is so destructive and like all 
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destructive people, so self-destructive. Even Leonardo da Vinci never gave his 
sexuality a natural expression, instead it expressed itself in self-destructiveness. And 
Adolf Hitler is, I think I have reason to assume, a Jew. Therefore, his self-
destructiveness is directed against the whole of Judaism. For a Jew always identifies 
himself with all his fellow tribesmen. 
 So Adolf Hitler in the capacity of self-destructive Jews the worst of all anti-
Semites.  
 We should have the greatest apprehensions of what he could accomplish with 
power in his hands. But personally I will do nothing about it and refuse to take the 
maniac and upstart seriously.    
 Gentlemen. (bows and leaves.) 
Einstein I am afraid doctor Freud is all too right. It already feels wobbly under my 
feet in Berlin. 
Strauss Me and Furtwängler have nothing to fear, for Hitler protects music and 
especially Wagner. 
Mann For my part I am already engaged in writing the greatest Jewish novel 
ever written. 
Einstein About what? 
Mann      Joseph and his brothers – by writing it I realize Leo Tolstoy’s highest 
literary dream. Hitler and his society may then say what they like about me – I will 
write it anyway. 
Einstein And you Stefan? 
Zweig I live in Austria which is too harmless for Hitler to be able to harm it. 
Mann Don’t be too sure. Hitler is an Austrian like you. 
Strauss And he looks like you although much younger and more angry. He is as 
wicked as you are good, Stefan. 
Zweig Yes, I feel him like a horrible double. I also spellbind people by the word, 
but I do it by the written word while he uses the much more suggestive and 
immediate spoken word. 
Mann Against such a Pied Piper we three authors have no chance. 
Zweig Well now, his words are just thin air while ours remain. 
Strauss I think he will vanish from the stage in just a few days. The Germans are 
too sensible and too focused on order to tolerate such an alien cuckoo at length.  
Einstein Order is exactly what Hitler is giving them. What did Goethe say? 
”Disorder is to me more offensive than injustice.” All Germany falls by that word. 
For God prefers justice by disorder to order and injustice, and the world will never 
get away from God, no matter how the socialists of Russia will try. 
Strauss Von Papen and Hindenburg will never allow supreme power to the 
national socialists. 
Einstein We’ll see. I sincerely hope that day will never come, for the sake of the 
world and world Jewry. 
Mann Thank heavens for Mussolini. He at least is reading Stefan’s books. 
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Zweig Still I would rather dispose of him also like of all politicians, since 
literature and politics just don’t go together. 
Mann That’s our fortune, Stefan. 
Zweig And misfortune. 
Einstein We shall see about that. If politics goes against literature, that would 
rather be the misfortune of politics than the contrary. 
Zweig We’ll see about that also. 
Mann It feels as if we were facing a gigantic combat between art and politics, 
between spirit and reality, between literature and vulgarity, between mundanity and 
eternity. 
Einstein There is no doubt about who will be the victor. 
Strauss Who? 
Einstein God. 

 
 

Act III. 
 

Scene 1.  Potsdam, the Garrison church, March 21, 1933. 
Flourish and rolling of drums. Members of the Reichstag,  

soldiers and Nazis (in brown shirts). 
Enter Hindenburg with Hitler and other Reichstag members. All rise. 

The president is huge and massive, walks heavilty with a cane. 
Hitler is small and slim, lively and dressed in tail-coat. 

When all are duly seated, Hindenburg rises to wearily read out a speech. 
 
Hindenburg Honourable Members of Parliament and compatriots, we are 
gathered here today to preserve the traditions of an old and time-honoured, glorious 
and majestic Imperial Germany. Today is the same date as when the first Reichstag of 
the United German Empire was opened exactly 62 years ago, when I myself was 
there. I was already here in this church five years earlier as a young guard lieutenant 
when Germany after the Austro-Prussian war was merged into one unit. Let's always 
be united! It is our most sacred duty to ensure that the German states never again 
wander apart. It is all the more sacred because the imperial throne has been empty 
here for fifteen years, but the old Germany is still alive. We have a crown prince here 
among us behind the imperial throne who can never be deprived of his right to it. 

We have gone through horrific horrors over the past twenty years, but those 
trials are now over, and we face a brighter future. Let us together make our 
traditional holy Germany worthy of the future that she and all Germans deserve. 
May this old, venerable and holy hall permeate not only us and our good intentions, 
but the whole generation of the day and its energetic youth, so that we may be freed 
from selfishness, and refrain from petty party quarrels, and nobly unite in a national 
self-consciousness for the blessing of our proud, free, and eternally united Germany. 

(He slumps down heavily in his seat. Hitler appears turning to Hindenburg.) 
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Hitler The November Democratic Revolution of 1918 ended a difficult struggle 
which the German nation had dragged out against its own will, convinced that it did 
so only to protect its freedom and thus its right to live. For neither the emperor, nor 
the government, nor the people, wanted this war. And only the moral decay of the 
nation and the general breakdown of the nervous system compelled a weak 
generation to take the blame for the war against the holiest inner conviction and to 
accept the inhuman terms of peace. By a unique insurrection, the people have now 
restored national glory in a few weeks through our Party, and thanks to your 
understanding, Mr. Field Marshal General and Mr. President von Hindenburg, the 
reconciliation between the symbols of the old greatness and the young force has been 
completed. With the whole of Germany, we bow to you, Mr. Field Marshal and 
President of the Reich. Today, Providence makes you the protector of our people's 
newly redeemed powers. 

(Hitler walks up to Hindenburg and takes his hand with a deep bow. 
Cannon salutes, drum rolls and trumpet flourish. All applaud). 

Thomas Mann (avsides) Who can now doubt Reich Chancellor Hitler's good 
intentions? Who can but dismiss all the evil suspicions that have previously been 
aroused by Hitler's and his Nazis' violence, debauchery and abuse of power? What 
German can now hesitate to give Hitler his full confidence and all the power he 
demands? Only the few exceptions such as my friends Stefan Zweig, Albert Einstein, 
Sigmund Freud, Richard Strauss and a few others. But not Wilhelm Furtwängler. 
Tonight he conducts Wagner's "The Master Singers of Nuremberg" here in Berlin in a 
gala production that will be historic. The resurrected German army is parading with 
torches through the Brandenburg Gate to the enthusiastic cheers of the entire 
German people, and it is only a matter of time before Hitler's party gains an absolute 
majority in the Reichstag. It is only the Social Democrats and the Communists who 
stand between him and absolute power. What trick does he intend to use to dispose 
of them?  
(In the meantime, the Garrison Church has been emptied. Only Hitler, Goebbels and Göring 
remain.) 
Hitler Well, my friends, did I manage all right? Now Hindenburg is hopelessly 
harnessed on my leash, and I have only to calmly lead him and old Germany down 
to the grave. Then the entire German continent with all its power, resources and 80 
million people is completely in our hands. But we should not wait that long. We 
must immediately start making new laws. Point one: we must give our government 
the power to issue laws for four years without the participation of the Reichstag. 
Point two: this government mandate is to allow the government certain deviations 
from the constitution. And point three: the laws the government adopts must be 
formed by the Chancellor of the Realm and enter into force the day after they are 
issued. In this way, we will succeed in uprooting Germany and putting it on its feet 
immediately. 
Goebbels And how ill you motivate these extraordinary laws? 
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Hitler I will speak to the people, and they will listen. I will tell them about the 
disciplined and bloodless way in which this peaceful and heroic revolution has been 
carried out and tell them about the wonderful national unity which has thereby 
replaced the party and class mentality of the lost republic. Neither the existence of 
the Reichstag, nor the Privy Council, nor any individual, is threatened. Not the least 
important thing to emphasize is that the government will only make use of its 
powers when it comes to measures that are vital to the people. The Reich President 
remains a sacred cow that no one should be able to move, and everything we do 
should be in accordance with his all-wise interests. He's sleeping. Let us not wake 
him up. Let him dream of his old Germany and believe that it still exists until he dies. 
We exist to create illusions, not to kill them. Only as long as the people believe in us 
can we lead them. 
 Let us therefore keep every German in his illusions that Germany is still 
Germany. Let us preach peace that we may win the war. War is our purpose and has 
been since 1918. Let us hold on to it and never let it down. But only under the 
protection of peace and its preaching can we freely force Germany and Europe into 
the war. 
Göring And the Jews? 
Hitler  They will pay for the party. They are the only Germans who have money 
today. They will pay for the tax reliefs. 
Goebbels And the social democrats and communists? 
Hitler Yes, we have to take them on. That will be our next step. 
 Find a suitable and harmless idiot, drug addict or foreigner, whatever, as long 
as he is a communist and a suitable scapegoat. The main thing is that he is 
completely unintelligent. We place him in the Reichstag and set it on fire. He gets all 
the blame, but we whittle through ingenious propaganda all the blame on the 
communists, our main enemies. We easily convince the gullible German people that 
the whole thing is a planned political coup by the Communists. Then it becomes a 
simple matter to arrest every communist and social democrat in the whole Reich. We 
already have the power, the army and the police in our hands. It is now only a matter 
for us to use it as well. (clenches his fist) The German people have made us their 
leaders because they want to feel that they are alive. And they should feel that they 
are alive! 
 
 

Scene 2.  Salzburg (like act II). 
 
Mann Einstein has renounced his German citizenship and left the country. 
Strauss He will not be the last one to do so. Your Jewish novels of Joseph and his 
brothers are rather inopportune. 
Mann I know. That’s why I write them. But you seem to get along well with the 
new order of things? 
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Strauss The fact is, that the Nazis like no one else have given Germany a decent 
order, and there is nothing the German could appreciate more. It’s in his nature. I 
have no problems with collaborating with the Nazis, they appreciate my music and 
let me work in peace, and they make no bother about my collaborating with Stefan 
Zweig. 
Mann Is his libretto for your opera finished yet? 
Strauss Not quite. Only the last touch is missing. And the Nazis haven’t said a 
thing about it. Obviously they tolerate Jews if they are just cultural enough. 
Freud You have to admit that the Nazis have considerably brought up Germany 
to date. Its industry is working again, its unemployment is sinking, Germany is again 
well regarded in the world and even admired, and at any moment the friendship 
pact between Germany and England directed against the Soviet Union may become a 
fact. The Soviet Union is the only one in the world that has reason to be afraid of 
Hitler. Already in "Mein Kampf" Hitler confesses that the Soviet Union and 
communism are the only things he cannot bear. 
Zweig (has entered in the meantime) But he ultimately blames the Jews for communism. 
Freud Yes, definitely, and the Jewish complex is his only weak and irrational 
point. It will be his downfall. Communism has no similar weakness, so it will 
probably survive him. 
Mann He has definitely annihilated it in Germany though after the Reichstag fire 
and its consequences. 
Freud Yes, that was a strange story. Who was this Lubbe really? 
Mann A Dutch communist. 
Zweig He was drugged and feebleminded and could impossibly have been 
resposible for the entire fire alone. He was so distracted that he impossibly could 
have had the great political motives for the fire that Hitlerism claims. 
Mann But the fact is that Hitler by this fire for a means has ended German social 
democracy and communism. All earlier social democrats and communists are now 
Nazis. 
Zweig Except those who escaped abroad. 
Mann They are not many. 
Zweig They will be more. I will probably soon also be one of them. 
Strauss (surprised)  What? 
Mann (equally) How so? 
Zweig On the day when some political activist breaks into my home without 
leave I will leave Austria. And judging from the present development, that day 
should soon be here. 
Freud I don’t think so until it has come. Austria will never be national socialistic. 
Zweig Until it is made national socialistic. 
Freud Nonsense. How could you, Richard Strauss, who is an old experienced 
gentleman cooperate with the Nazis? 
Strauss A musician can cooperate with whoever doesn’t disturb his musicality. 
Neither Furtwängler has any problems with the Nazis. 
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Zweig But Toscanini never freturns to Italy, and Mussolini is still less aggressive 
than Hitler. 
Strauss Toscanini is more delicate. He has a quicker temper than I. My patience is 
indefinite. I'm too lax to reason politically. It didn't matter to me whether I worked 
for Kaiser Wilhelm or for Franz Josef or for Hitler. I am indifferent to the world. 
Therefore, I leave the world alone. See for yourself: my son is married to a Jewess; 
before you, Stefan, who is Jewish, I worked with Hugo von Hofmannsthal, who was 
equally Jewish, and besides, my publisher is Jewish, and the Nazis have not uttered a 
word about it. They keep silent and leave me alone. Our opera, Stefan, will be 
performed, and then you will be able to calmly continue writing opera librettos for 
me. 
Zweig We shall see. 
Freud You live dangerously, Richard Strauss. Your position as president of the 
Nazi Reichsmusikkammer could cost you dearly in the eyes of the future. 
Strauss I don't care. I am a musician and I am living now. 
Zweig And the greatest musician alive at present. 
Strauss I don't deny it. There are those who sound more terrible than I - Alban 
berg, for example, and Hindemith, Stravinskij and Schönberg, who have derailed 
completely by their musical anarchy. 
Mann One of Hitler's major advantages is his disdain of decadent and depraved 
art like cubism, unmelodious music and expressionist literature. 
Freud Still no one has evoked ugliness in the world such as atonal music, 
abstract art, functionalistic architecture and vulgar literature more than he. That's 
what that man is - vulgarity, senselessness, insensitivity, inhumanity, hardness and 
destructivity. We live in the age of implemented anarchy, and he is its ultimate 
representative. 
Mann Fortunately we exist as well who in some ways could counterpoise him. 
Zweig Yes, but for how long, Thomas? Your brother has already been banned 
and exiled, and his books are being burnt at public bonfires. Soon we also will be 
lying there crucified, nailed down on burning piles. 
Mann I don't think so. 
Zweig I do, no matter how unassailable we are. 
Strauss I am better off in that case. Music is always unassailable no matter how 
bad it is. You should have been musicians instead, boys. 
Freud No, then we would not have been allowed to write the truth. Music is just 
beautiful dreams without truth. 
Strauss But as long as the dreams are beautiful the music will remain, while few 
will read about your dirty dreams in a hundred years, Sigmund. 
Freud I agree. But my dreams are true. 
Mann Unpleasantly true. 
Zweig And the most unpleasant one has come true. 
Freud Which one? 
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Zweig Already fifteen years ago you dreamed of the man who could use the 
German catastrophe situation to his advantage. Do you remember that, doctor 
Freud? 
Freud Very well. And that man proved to be your double. 
Strauss Don't tell me then that you prefer that truth to the nobler and more 
beautiful musical dreams of immortality. 
Mann Both exist, and we will neither be rid of one nor the other. 
Freud You will have to endure your unpleasant double until you die, Stefan. 
That will be your destiny. And you, Richard, will have to nourish that unpleasantly 
realized dream with your heroic artistic egoism until you die. That will be your 
destiny. 
Mann And what will be my destiny? 
Freud To see everything go to perdition, both the unpleasant reality dream and 
the beautiful musical dream. 
Zweig And what will be the destiny of our friend Albert Einstein? 
Freud To survive the misfortunes of us all. 
Strauss And what will be your destiny, doctor Freud? 
Freud To not have to see any of my bad prophecies come true. 
 
 

Scene 3.  Munich. 
 
Strauss  Stefan Zweig has left his home. 
Furtwängler He as well? 
Strauss  Yes. 
Furtwängler Then all the Nazis have left for some loyal and cultural German 
support in literature is Thomas Mann. 
Strauss  Do you mean that the Nazis appreciated Stefan Zweig? 
Furtwängler  They certainly did. In their view he was the only perfect and 
inviolable Jewish author. No matter how they scrutinized all his books, they could 
never find in them any bad word about germanism or National Socialism anywhere. 
They read his books as carefully as Mussolini did. It is only that he has fled to 
England that now entitles the Nazis to brand him and his books as anti-national. He 
is now burning at the stake with Heinrich Mann and Lion Feuchtwanger for the 
cause, although Hitler and Himmler and the others continue to read him out of their 
own private curiosity. They are considering turning his new Maria Stuart novel into 
an anglophobic film starring Zarah Leander. Marlene Dietrich has let them down, 
like all reasonable people. 
Strauss  At least you are not completely uncritical against them? 
Furtwängler Who could be that except someone out of his mind? With such an 
absolute majority of 98 percent of all Germans behind them, it must lead to the 
derailment of the train of such terrible collective national power and momentum 
after it has driven the leaders of the company into shambles and delusions of 
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grandeur. Don't ever imagine that I glorify Nazism. I dare to be much more critical of 
it than you. I stay in Germany only for the music. I never want anything to do with 
politics, while you unfortunately allowed yourself to be tainted by it. 
Strauss  My time as president for the Nazi Reichsmusikkammer is fortunately 
over. 
Furtwängler  You owe thanks for that to your collaboration with Stefan Zweig. 
Strauss  Yes, "Die Schweigsame Frau" will therefore be silent forever after 
only two performances. 
Furtwängler Don’t say that. In future it might be deemed one of your best operas, 
when neither you nor Stefan Zweig nor Hitler are any more alive. 
 But lo, here is our friend the author. The Nazis love you, Thomas. 
Mann  That’s why I will leave the country. 
Strauss  You as well? 
Mann  Yes. I never want to see it any more. 
Furtwängler The Nazis have no quarrel with you. You are now their prime 
international support. You are their only Nobel prize winner of literature. 
Mann  They have tried to use me for propaganda purposes, and I will never 
be able to forgive Germany for this. I want to delete everything good and 
constructive I ever wrote about Germany by abandoning this my accursed homeland. 
Strauss  Where will you go then? To Zweig in London ? 
Mann  I will at least become a homeless vagabond like him. 
Furtwängler Do you intend to visit him? 
Mann  Perhaps. 
Strauss  He is perhaps the most consistent of us all. He said he would leave at 
the first violation of his privacy, and he did, although he didn’t have to. 
Furtwängler What really happened? 
Strauss  Just for the sake of routine, the police searched his home to see if 
there were any hidden weapons. The police knew that they would find nothing and 
carried out the investigation rather lamely and apologized afterwards. He was not 
suspected of anything. It was just a routine examination. And Austria is still not 
Nazi. 
Furtwängler But the terror is there, infiltration continues, Dollfuss has been 
assassinated, and Mussolini has abandoned Austria to instead form a league with the 
mad devil Hitler. 
Strauss  Yes, it looks dark. 
Mann  But doctor Freud remains in Vienna. 
Strauss  So do most Jews. 
Furtwängler Here is our friend doctor Freud. Good afternoon, Herr Doktor. 
Freud  Good afternoon. What do you say about our friend Stefan Zweig’s 
escape? 
Mann  His escape? 
Freud  Yes, the man has escaped abroad. 
Strauss  Without any reason. The Nazis still read him more than anyone else. 
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Furtwängler We stay on and may criticise the regime as much as we want without 
any consequences. Only Thomas Mann here is bitter, while Zweig’s escape is more 
like paranoia. 
Freud  Exactly. He escaped. And what did he escape from? Only his own 
fears. He felt that Hitler was too close to him in Berchtesgaden on the mountain 
opposite his home. He left Austria because he was afraid. 
Strauss  Afraid of what? 
Freud  His own shadow. He has never written anything against Nazism, 
much less written anything for it, and yet more than any other writer he is intimately 
connected with it, for he understands it like no other. All Nazis have read his 
political novel "Fouché" extremely carefully and learned all their cunning from it. Do 
you know his secret manuscript "The Rush of Transformation" that he did not dare to 
publish? That work is nothing more than an analysis of the desperate state of the 
German people after the war and how they can only get out of that despair by 
following the path of crime to which Nazism is showing them. The road to Nazism is 
clearly and logically mapped out for the entire German people, and no one has 
understood it better than Zweig. Therefore, he himself feels guilty for what he has 
achieved in literature and for the Nazi seizure of power. No one is more innocent 
than he, but he feels the guilt, as the whole German people will feel it. Therefore, he 
commits this desperate act of leaving home and security and finances and wife and 
everything and starting afresh from nothing in England at the age of over 50. It is just 
as crazy as Nazism. They go hand in hand. Zweig experiences Hitler and Nazism as 
his doppelgänger, Hitler and Zweig have lived many years together opposite each 
other on their mountain tops, and only in recent years has Zweig become aware of 
this doppelgänger and been scared out of his wits, while Hitler and Nazism 
themselves are running off the rails and becoming increasingly senseless. Nothing is 
more dangerous to oneself than one's own fear, it is always more dangerous than 
what one fears, and Stefan Zweig has fallen for it. And by trying to escape from it, he 
only makes it worse for himself, while in reality it also seems to grow. Mussolini has 
already fallen for Hitler's false illusions. 
Mann I don’t leave Germany for motives of escape but only to be able to start 
efficiently fighting the German self-destructiveness. 
Strauss That’s what’s wrong with Stefan Zweig: he cannot use force or attack. He 
would rather go away and go underground. 
Freud Yes, that’s wrong with him, and that will be his own destruction and that 
of Germany. For no one has a more efficient means to fight the Nazi peril than he in 
his art, since he according to American statistics is the most read author in the world. 
But he refuses to deal with the political power of the word. He would rather run 
away. 
Strauss And thus grows the power of evil. 
Freud As long as he runs away he will never get rid of it. 
Mann On the other hand, he can’t fight it without undoing himself. 
Furtwängler What do you mean? 
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Mann  If your theory holds tight, doctor Freud, he can never attack his own 
double without perishing himself in the process. 
Freud  That’s true. On the other hand he must sooner or later stand and 
fight. You can’t keep escaping forever. Sooner or later he must execute his double 
Hitler by the letter. 
Strauss  And what will happen then? 
Freud  You will see that suicide, not I. But the way his pen is so universally 
German, neither he himself nor Germany will survive it. 
Mann  There is nothing more creepy than theories. 
Freud  They are only creepy as long as they bring about such a fear that they 
materialize. 
Strauss  Give Stefan our greetings, Thomas. 
Mann  At the moment he is living very frugally in London. 
Freud  We will probably all get there in time. 
Furtwängler Not the German music. It will always survive with Germany in 
Germany. 
Freud  Yes, it is the eternal manifestation of the eternal folly and hubris of 
the German spirit, by which the German hubris is self-destructive but eternal. That’s 
something for you to write a book about, Thomas. 
Mann  That will be after ”Joseph and His Brothers” in that case. 
Freud  Then it will be too late. Then you can no longer help Germany. Warn 
Germany now before it has destroyed itself entirely. 
Strauss  You ask him to do what only Stefan can do. 
Freud  Perhaps you are right. 
Mann  Goodbye, gentlemen. If we meet again, it will be abroad. 
Freud  Yes. 
Strauss  Then we won’t meet again. 
Furtwängler  You let us down. 
Mann  I prefer life to your heroic, but as Freud says, your morbid music. 
Furtwängler We prefer to die for Germany and its best element. 
Mann  Goodbye. 
Freud  Goodbye. 
 
 

Scene 4.  A dark apartment in London of only one room. 
 

Mann You have found yourself a very sad apartment. 
Zweig Why do you think so? 
Mann In comparison with how you lived in Austria. 
Zweig Still I have somehow found peace here in London. 
Mann In what way? 
Zweig I cannot forget the terrible turbulences in Vienna in 1934, when Dollfuss 
was murdered. The situation in Europe is so terribly tense that all strings can break at 
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any time, and the worst was in Austria. I couldn't stand the excitement. That's why I 
chose to leave it before the strings broke. I have lived simply and without my wife 
since then in "splendid isolation" and without any significant contact. And Europe 
also seems to have somehow stabilized. Mussolini fears a German-English pact, the 
English fear a German-Italian pact, and Hitler fears an English-Italian pact, and 
everyone is doing everything possible to prevent any pact from taking place. But I 
cannot prevent myself from visiting Austria again. I always have to go back now and 
then to visit my old mother and my friends, and every time I think: it is the last time, 
for I feel more clearly each time how the tension rises to the unbearable and how 
there must be a terrible release of forces. Austria will fall, and thereby all Europe will 
fall.  
Mann You have never written so well as after your voluntary exile. Why do you 
persist in never turning your pen against Nazism? 
Zweig That would be undoing myself. It would be like tearing my heart out of 
my body. All my life so far has been absolutely unpolitical and pacifistic. I cannot 
preach war, not even against Hitler. 
Mann Freud regards Hitler as your evil antithesis and double. 
Zweig Hitler has nothing in common with me. 
Mann Except the Jewish background. That he had a Jewish grandfather can 
never be explained away and least of all by himself. 
Zweig Do you believe in that myth? 
Mann All Jews do who know their kind. 
Zweig Hitler is in that case the most extremely unjewish of all Jews. He is an 
absolute materialist who preaches that science has overcome Christianity and will 
make the existence of all religion impossible. And he suggests that the worst result in 
the world of Jewry is the materialistic Marxism-communism, which is as antisemitic 
as himself.  

But why do you talk about Hitler? Why do you bring him up? Why do you 
cause me that pain? Why may I not live in peace for him here in this naïve England, 
which can’t imagine the things to come? 
Mann You were the one who brought him up. 
Zweig Did I? 
Mann Yes. You are getting stuck with him in your brain. 
Zweig No wonder. You can’t avoid getting reminded of the horrible man every 
day nowadays. 
Mann At last you said something naughty about him. 
Zweig Did I? It was unintentional. As I see it the only hope of Austria and 
Europe is Mussolini. As long as he keeps Hitler from annexing Austria there can be 
no war. 
Mann Mussolini is in league with Hitler. 
Zweig I still hope Mussolini won’t give up Austria. That’s our last hope. 
Mann  Do you like it here in England? 
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Zweig Yes, in a way. I am not very well known here and can live rather 
anonymously. I am now aiming at moving into a beautiful house at Bath up on a hill 
that reminds me of Salzburg. 
Mann I recently heard an Englishman calling you a German Shakespeare. 
Zweig I am an Austrian. 
Mann And thereby you beat me who is just a German. I know what it means that 
you stick to your Austrian identity. It gives you a more international rank. 
Zweig Where do you intend to go? 
Mann I will go to America. There are many exiled Germans there. You should 
also come over there. They are more enthusiastic about you there than anywhere 
else. 
Zweig That's what frightens me. But I am curious about South America. I need to 
discover new worlds now when the old ones are going down. 
Mann Never forget Europe. 
Zweig I never will, and that will be my death. 
Mann How come? 
Zweig Homesickness. That will be my mortal illness. I already suffer from it. I 
will never see Vienna, Salzburg or my mother again. 
Mann You are so soft. 
Zweig You are so insensitive. That's what makes your novels too long and dry. 
Mann Yours are far too nervous. 
Zweig We compliment each other. 
Mann I have to go now. I hope to see you again in America. 
Zweig Perhaps. 
Mann Take care. 
Zweig My greetings to Albert Einstein. 
Mann Thank you. Farewell, Stefan. 
Zweig Farewell, Thomas. 

(They press each other's hands. Thomas Mann leaves.) 
 
 

Scene 5.  Same place. 
 
Zweig Welcome, doctor Freud, to my humble place. 
Freud Thank you. I am afraid we are now sitting in the same boat. 
Zweig I am afraid so too. 
Freud (sits down, sighs heavily) I have become an old man, Stefan. 
Zweig It does not show. 
Freud But you were always the oldest and youngest of us. If your hair hasn't 
turned greyer after Anschluss, there has come more suffering in your eyes. 
Zweig Is that so strange? 
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Freud The war has started, Stefan. A new world war has begun. That's what 
Hitler's occupation of Austria actually means. I will not survive this second world 
war. 
Zweig The first one was bad enough. 
Freud You took the words out of my mouth. One world war was one too many, 
but two are too much for me. You could survive one with difficulty, but I can never 
accept two. 
Zweig After Anschluss I have had no more communications from Austria. I 
suppose all letters to a famous Jew like me have to be confiscated by the Nazis. 
Freud I suppose so. But you could be happy not to have heard anything. 
Zweig What haven't I heard? 
Freud The truth. Do you know how Anschluss was carried through? 
Zweig I know that Mussolini did nothing to stop it. 
Freud Mussolini helped Hitler with the execution. Hitler asked Mussolini's 
permission, and Mussolini gave it. That makes Hitler and Mussolini instigators of the 
new world war and the greatest crooks in history. They have entered a criminal 
political marriage with each other. England and France must never forgive them. 
Zweig There has still not been fired a single shot in your new world war. Peace 
still prevails. 
Freud The first thing Hitler did in Austria was to arrest 76,000 people only in 
Vienna - social democrats, members of the anti-marxist Vaterländischer Front, 
communists and Jews. Where have all these 76,000 people gone? They have just 
disappeared! 
Zweig You don't need to say any more. 
Freud But you can guess their fate when you see with your own eyes how 
ordinary innocent politically and religiously spotless citizens are being treated by the 
Nazis. I got to see how ordinary people were herded together randomly on the 
streets of Vienna and ordered to clean the retreats of the Nazi troops. They were 
forced to mop up the Nazis' shit! 
Zweig I have heard even worse stories. 
Freud The worst one was the one about your mother, wasn't it? 
Zweig Yes. 
Freud How did she really end? 
Zweig She was 84 and was as a Jewess refused to sit down on a bench in the park 
to rest when she was out walking. That luxury has been forbidden all Jewish 
elderlies. When she was dying at the hospital after having been harassed into 
nightmare ordeals by the Nazi propaganda, and my cousin was the only relative at 
her side, her nurse was not allowed to stay under the same roof since he was a Jew. 
She could be racially ravished, all according to the Nazi laws. Just to allow the nurse 
to stay with my dying mother, my cousin of 60 years had to leave her to die in the 
care of this Nazi nurse.   
Freud And you still write nothing against Nazism? 
Zweig That's the last thing I will do in life. 
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Freud You are stubborn. 
Zweig I am faithful to my ideals. 
Freud Do you like it here in England? 
Zweig As long as there is peace. I may live and work in peace here but am mostly 
travelling abroad. 
Freud Have you been to America? 
Zweig Twice. If I ever will have to escape even from England, it will be to Brazil. 
Freud Yes, they say Rio and Bahia are beautiful. 
Zweig There is no more beautiful country. 
Freud So you think you will have to be able to abandon Europe? 
Zweig Yes, unfortunately. As you say yourself: the new war, the inhuman Hitler, 
the brown terror is spreading. Only I can never take it seriously, and I can only live 
among people in a country which also refuses to take it seriously. I was born naïve in 
a naïve world in a naïve age, and I will never part with that good-natured naïvety. 
Freud You just have to react against Nazism one day though. Or do you secretly 
admire it like so many other cultural personalities do? For it certainly is impressive! 
Hitler has pulled a drowned nation out of extreme misery and chaos and turned it 
into a super power! 
Zweig You torture me with your politics. 
Freud You can't turn a blind eye to reality. 
Zweig Hitler's worst persecution of me is by my best friends. Why does everyone 
have to talk with me about Hitler? 
Freud Because you don't want to unmask your own double. 
Zweig Double? 
Freud Yes. You dare not look him into the eye. You dare not expose him to 
yourself or to the world. Everything that Hitler preached and expressed has all 
German-speaking people secretly thought themselves and you most of all, the 
foremost representative of the German language. He is an incarnation of the most 
secret and murky thoughts and instincts of all Germans. And not until you and the 
German-speaking world accept it, you will come to terms with him. He is the most 
unconscious subconscious of universal germanism. 
Zweig You are obsessed. 
Freud Don’t remarry. Whatever you do, don’t marry again. The old world went 
down in the First World War when you loved for the first time. Hitler became a 
politician when you married, and when he became Reichskanzler you wisely 
separated from your wife. You told me so yourself. You didn’t want him to go on 
any longer. No one has like you taught Nazism political shrewdness in your book 
about Fouché, the perfect politician, Macchiavelli’s ruthless prince in modern dress. 
You carry Nazism within you like all Germans and refuse to admit it and exorcise it. 
You are as obsessed with Nazism yourself as all Germans and national socialists! 
Zweig Shut up! You are not my friend any more, doctor Freud, and I must ask 
you to leave my apartment! 
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Freud Sooner or later you must liquidate Nazism within you, within the world 
and within all Germans. And only you can do it. 
Zweig You don’t know what you are talking about. Are you out of your mind? 
Have you entered some kind of megalomaniac psychosis yourself, when you in this 
macabre manner believe us to be responsible for other people than ourselves? 
Freud The fact that you deny understanding what I am saying convinces me that 
I hit the mark. I have always known what I have spoken about. You administer the 
word, Stefan Zweig, the same word that wrote the entire Bible and all world history. 
Do your duty, execute Nazism, for it will only become worse until you will finally be 
compelled to do it anyway. Good evening, my friend. 
Zweig Goodbye, doctor Freud. You are not welcome back, at least not until you 
have come back to your enses and become reasonable again. 
Freud I am aware that I cut the knife into your very soul. That was just my duty 
as a doctor of the soul, and I have now done what I could for you and for the soul of 
Germany and the world. 
Zweig You have destroyed my friendship for you. 
Freud It was worth crushing for the sake of the truth. 
Zweig Your truth stinks. 
Freud I know it is ugly and unpleasant, but your pacifistic illusions are too lovely 
to be able to stand. You live in a past paradise that doesn’t exist any more, Stefan 
Zweig. You can’t manage in the new hard world if you stick to the old one which is 
already dead. 
Zweig       You keep on nattering, doctor Freud. I already said goodbye. You may go 
on preaching and raving outside. 
Freud Outside the world is raging instead of me. And it will rage much worse 
within you than I will ever be able to. 
Zweig Goodbye, doctor Freud. 
Freud Goodbye, young man. You will see I was right one day.  
Zweig You and the world are wrong. I am not accountable. 
Freud Who is right can only prove it by going under for it. I would not like to see 
you going under. 
Zweig Would you rather see the world go under? 
Freud Yes. 
Zweig I believe none of us will have to do that. Goodbye, Herr Doktor. 

(closes the door after the doctor with a long weary sigh.) 
 
 

Act IV. 
 

Scen 1.  The meeting at Munich, September 1938. 
 
Chamberlain Is herr Hitler in a very bad mood? 
Mussolini  No, he is just furious. 
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Chamberlain He gets furious whatever you say to him. You can't speak to him like 
to an ordinary politician. 
Mussolini  He is a most unusual politician. 
Chamberlain I am beginning to understand that while I'm getting more and more 
confused about him. Should you take him seriously, or should you take him as a big 
bad joke? Is he serious, or is he kidding us? Is he wise or is he acting, is he as crazy as 
he appears to be or does he mean what he says, does he himself believe what he says 
or is he deliberately leading us all behind the scenes? I really don't know where I 
have the strange fellow. 
Mussolini  I know where I have him. He can't fool me. He thinks he has winded 
me up around his little finger, but it is actually I who has him all caught up. He 
always thought he could fool me, but I am actually the one who always fooled him! I 
used him to make Italy the greatest power by the Mediterranean! He thinks I am his 
ally, but I actually never betrayed the confidence of Great Britain. 
Chamberlain You still gave him Austria, though. 
Mussolini  No, he took it by himself. 
Chamberlain You did nothing to stop it. 
Mussolini  I saved Europe from a world war by allowing him to abandon 
himself to ruin by grabbing Austria. Thanks to me not a single shot was fired during 
the Anschluss operation. 
 And now we both stand facing a similarly challenging situation. If we handle 
Hitler rightly, prime minister, we could by allowing him Czechoslovakia secure an 
eternal peace. 
Hitler (storming in) Damned conceited scarecrow, what do you British mean by 
demanding certain rights and securities for the Czechs in the Sudetenland? 
Chamberlain Herr Fuhrer, I didn't come to Munich to tolerate insults by you. 
Hitler  I don't give a damn! You are the ones insulting me! You insult all the 
poor oppressed and persecuted Sudeten Germans with your cursed narrow-
mindedness and ignorance of their conditions! What do you really know about life, 
Mr. haughty Englishman? You are a stiff and dull aristocrat, while I come from the 
broad masses and have become the absolute dictator of Germany for all time entirely 
by my own merit of working my way up from nothing! You are a humbug, damned 
conceited snob!  
Chamberlain Are we here to quarrel or to do business? 
Hitler  We can't do business with you. You don't understand reality at all. 
You are a damned pug, that's what you are. 
Chamberlain That is enough. 
Hitler  Yes, it certainly is, you worthless cad. 
Mussolini  Take it easy, Adolf. The whole world is watching us. 
Hitler  You shut up, you rat. Let the world watch us. Let it observe how 
meanly, how shamefully, how scandalously the English allow the suffering Sudeten 
Germans to be tortured to death by the cruel Czech tyrants, who get all their orders 
from the enemy of humanity in Moscow. 
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Chamberlain You are free to attack the Russians, but leave the Czechs alone. 
Hitler  If I leave the Czechs alone I can't attack Russia, you nitwit! Don't you 
have anything in your head besides sawdust? 
Mussolini  Take it easy, Adolf. This is a historical moment. All the world is 
waiting for the three of us here and now to confirm the eternal peace. 
Hitler  Peace? Ha! Yes I solemnly swear on my honour and conscience that 
after Czechoslovakia I will never peacefully make any more territorial demands. If 
you don’t allow me Czechoslovakia without any problems there will be war. Is that 
clear? 
Chamberlain No more territorial demands after Czechoslovakia? 
Hitler  Assuredly none. 
Mussolini  We have the power here and now to confirm the eternal peace by this 
peaceful agreement. 
Chamberlain But what will the Czechs say? 
Hitler  They will keep quiet. 
Chamberlain Czechoslovakia is a high price for peace. 
Hitler  Take it or leave it. If you don’t accept it there will be war. 
Chamberlain No one wants war. 
Hitler (aside) Except me. 
Chamberlain Can I trust your peace if we give you Czechoslovakia? 
Hitler  You have to. You have no other choice. 
Mussolini  Giving him Czechoslovakia is the only way to save the peace. 
Chamberlain Very well then. Let’s save the peace. (starts to sign the document) 
Mussolini (changes twinkled eyes with Hitler) This is a historical moment. 
Chamberlain (to the audience)  There is nothing the world wants more than peace, and I 
will be the man to save it.  
Hitler  The world will praise you for it forever but me even more for being 
so gracious. 
Mussolini  Never before has an Italian so sovereignly and wisely decided the 
fate of all Europe in a positive direction. 
Hitler  Let’s all three shake hands. 
Chamberlain For peace for the future! 
Mussolini  How the world will rejoice when they hear about our decision! 
Hitler  How the Germans will rejoice when they hear how easily they got 
Czechoslovakia. 
Chamberlain If I have accomplished something which could be called good and 
permanent for all my political career, this was the thing. Great Britain has in this 
moment reason to be proud of me. 
Mussolini  And Italy of me. 
Hitler   And the world of me. 
(All three shake hands smiling with each other and pose to flashing cameras with strained 
smiles.) 
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Scene 2.  England. 
 

Lotte  Do you really want to marry me? 
Zweig Why wouldn’t I? I still believe in happiness, Lotte. Peace is not yet 
completely lost. I have received an invitation to the conference of the Pen Club in 
Stockholm, and something tells me that Sweden could be a suitable home country for 
the future. I love this England, but England's relationship with all German-speaking 
people is tense. We can never feel at home here. Besides, you are all I have. You have 
stood by my side now for several years, as my permanent secretary you are 
indispensable to me, and I owe you a marriage for your honour's sake. In addition, it 
is my chance to challenge fate. I want to believe that peace and happiness are still 
possible. Something tells me that if we just get married before the war breaks out, 
there will be no war. 
Lotte  Then I understand your hurry. But what does your former wife say? 
Zweig She is my best friend, and I will never lose contact with her. She has her 
daughters to live for who are not mine, and to me work is everything. Only you can 
help me keep up my work. 
Lotte  As long as your double doesn’t come between us. 
Zweig Who? 
Lotte  Hitler. 
Zweig Don’t mention him! Sigmund Freud was my best and oldest friend, but I 
could never forgive him that he compared me with Hitler. 
Lotte  Maybe he had only good intentions. 
Zweig No, Lotte, so talented a man must never be so preposterous that he would 
suggest me being accountable for Hitler's career and claim that I alone could fix it. 
The wiser a man is, the less forgivable it would be for him to go gaga. 
Lotte  He died happy. 
Zweig But in outrageous pains. He regarded the war as inevitable. I want him to 
be wrong. 
Lotte  He also dissuaded you from marrying again. That croaker! Let us shame 
him with a vengeance! 
Zweig Yes. (They arrive at the marriage-agency.)   
Clerk  Yes, what can I do for you? 
Zweig We wish to marry. Here are all our papers. 
Clerk  Everything seems to be in order. When would you like to marry? 
Zweig Is it possible already tomorrow?  
Clerk  Let’s see. It is Saturday September 2nd. That will be a perfect day. Yes, we 
can make it. 
Zweig Many thanks. (gives a sigh of relief.)  
  Everything is ready, Lotte. We can marry tomorrow. 
Lotte (with faith)   We shall avoid the war. 
Zweig Yes.  (They embrace and kiss.) 

(A young clerk comes rushing in.) 
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Clerk 2    The Germans have invaded Poland. This means war. I must go home at 
once. (leaves by the other way.) 
Clerk  What? (stops writing. Stefan and Lotte are short of words.) 
Zweig That must mean war. 
Clerk (angry)  Yes, it must indeed! It can’t go on like this! First Austria, then 
Czechoslovaklia, and now Poland! There must be an end on it! 
Zweig You haven’t finished writing out our marriage licence. 
Clerk  I am sorry, but you are both Austrian citizens. If there is a war you will 
both automatically be regarded as enemies. I don’t know if you then will be able to 
marry. I have to enquire higher up. 
Zweig We are refugees. We have sought asylum in England. Our Austria, which 
we left long before Anschluss, is not Hitler’s Austria. Hitler’s Austria has banished 
me, deleted my name from my homeland and burnt my books. You can’t be serious. 
Clerk  I am awfully sorry, but Hitler complicates the case legally. You will have 
to wait a few days. I will contact you. 
Zweig When? 
Clerk  As soon as we know whether there will be a war or not. 
Zweig I am afraid there must be. 
Clerk  I am afraid so too. 
Lotte  Come, Stefan. Don’t be sorry. 
Zweig You couldn’t have said anything more futile. 
Lotte  I am sorry. 
Zweig The world is sorry, Lotte, but I am not.  I stopped being sorry already 
during the first world war. It will not help, you see. Come. Let’s go. (They leave.) 
  
 

Scene 3.  On a train in America. 
 
Bruno Walter Well, Stefan, how do you like America? 
Zweig  I miss Austria. 
Walter  Who doesn’t. 
Thomas Mann There are as many Germans in America as in Austria. A German is 
never alone in America. 
Zweig But I am as long as Austria is lost. 
Mann You have gone sad in later days, Stefan. You never used to be sad before. 
Zweig Do you grudge me that sadness? 
Walter Everyone is escaping it but you. 
Zweig I am thinking of all those who didn’t escape it and who stayed on in 
Austria and Germany risking their lives, Strauss and Furtwängler for example. 
Mann They suffer no harm, since they serve Nazism. 
Zweig They serve Nazism as much and as little as I do. I never said a bad word 
about anything German and neither did they, and only by that we serve Nazism. 
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Walter Furtwängler was recently invited to Sweden to give concerts there. When 
he arrived, he was met with indignation because he remained with the Nazis. He 
paid little attention to all the insults, humiliations and the outrageous treatment: he 
was mostly left alone in his hotel room between the concerts. His only impersonal 
comment was, "Then why did they invite me here?" 
Zweig The Germans are not responsible for Hitler, and Hitler is not responsible 
for his own actions. Einstein recently told me that Hitler never wished war with 
England, and Einstein is Hitler’s enemy number one. 
Mann Do you defend Hitler? 
Walter It is a fact, that Hitler always only desired expansion to the east. His 
enemies have always only been the communists. I don’t want to defend Hitler’s 
actions against Poland in any way,  but the fact that England has declared war on 
Germany for the sake of Poland will in the long run only result in the Russians 
gatting a firm hold of Europe. Germany will never be able to defeat England, and 
Hitler is very well aware of that. 
Zweig Still England did right in not allowing the Germans into Poland without 
any further. 
Walter Do you prefer Russia and Stalin? 
Zweig I prefer anything to the war. 
Mann Hitler took England’s declaration of war very hard. He never tired in his 
efforts to get England over on his side against communism. 
Walter Only his expansion madness made him fail. 
Zweig Still he was not always unreasonable. His speech to president Roosevelt, 
for example, is a brilliant proof of his partly justifiable contribution to German 
history. 
Walter It is actually a most interesting speech. In those days we still believed 
Hitler could become human. 
Mann I have it here. Read it to us, Stefan. (brings up a paper.) 
Zweig Do I have to? 
Walter Perhaps in your mouth Hitler could become human. 
Zweig (stands up and reads)   “President Roosevelt! I fully understand that the size of 
your nation and the immeasurable wealth of your country allow you to feel 
responsible for all that is happening and has happened in this world. I am, Mr. 
President Roosevelt, placed in a much smaller and more modest frame. I once took 
over a state that was facing its complete ruin thanks to its reliance on the promises of 
the rest of the world and the mismanagement of democratic governments. Since 
then, Mr. President Roosevelt, I have been able to fulfill only one task. I cannot feel 
responsible for the fate of the world, because that world showed no interest in the 
sad fate of my own people. I have considered myself called by Providence to serve 
only my own people. 

 - Day and night, I have always lived for the sole task of awakening the forces of 
my people, abandoned as they are by the rest of the world.  
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- I have overcome chaos in Germany, restored orderly conditions, enormously 
increased our national production in all areas. 
 - I have succeeded in finding profitable employment for seven million 
unemployed people again.  

- I have not only united the German people politically, but I have also rearmed 
them. I have also endeavored to tear to pieces the treaty which, with its 448 articles, 
imposed the most abominable oppression that people and human beings were ever 
expected to put up with. I have returned to the Reich provinces that were taken from 
us in 1919, I have brought back to their homeland millions of Germans who had been 
torn away from us and lived in misery, I have restored the historical unity of the 
German living space – and, Mr. President, I have strived to achieve all this without 
bloodshed and without endangering my people and thus also other peoples, in the 
misery of war. I, who twenty-one years ago was an unknown worker and soldier of 
my people, have succeeded in this, Mr. President, through my own energy. 
 – You, Mr. President, have in comparison with me had a much easier task.  
 You became President of the United States in 1933, when I became Chancellor 
of the Reich. From the very first moment, you have been at the helm of one of the 
world's largest and richest states.  

- You have at your disposal the most unlimited natural wealth in the world. 
Despite the fact that the population of your country is barely a third larger than that 
of Greater Germany, you have more than fifteen times as much living space at your 
disposal. The conditions in your country are so great that you can devote your 
attention to universal problems. Your interests and your proposals, therefore, cover a 
much wider field than my own, for my world, Mr. President Roosevelt, is the one in 
which providence has placed me, and for which I am therefore compelled to work. It 
is much smaller in scope – it includes only my people. I believe, however, that this is 
the way I can best serve what we are all interested in, justice, prosperity, progress, 
and universal human peace." 
(When he has stopped Hitler’s voice continues by itself from a radio, which someone in the 
train has turned on. The voice has been heard already when Stefan has been reading, but 
when he stops, that voice grows clearer and shriller than Stefan’s. ) 
Hitler In the name of war, I will build submarines, submarines, submarines and 
more submarines!  

And I will build planes, planes, planes, and more planes, and with them I will 
destroy my enemies! If England wants to fight one year, I'll fight one year, if England 
wants to fight two years, I'll fight two years, if England wants to fight three years, I'll 
fight three years, if England wants to fight ten years, I'll fight ten years!  

I'm going to bomb all of England into one big dredging field!  
I'm going to wipe out England and stomp it down in the Atlantic! 

(His voice has in a long crescendo increased and derailed into a scream. Turbulence among 
the passengers. They try in vain to find the radio.) 
Zweig Turn it off, for God’s sake, turn it of! (The radio is turned off.) 
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 Can we not even here in the heart of Texas be left in peace by the raving idiot? 
Will he persecute you wherever you go? How can you live with such a person in the 
world? I cannot bear it! 
Mann Calm down, Stefan. Sit down. 
Walter The passenger did not know what wavelength he landed in.  
Mann Take it easy. It is over now. 
Zweig No, it is not over. The war rages on and will go on raging as long as I live.  
          Do you think I could endure those endless sleepless nights the war is 
constantly giving me? How could you at all sleep any more? Could you ever think of 
anything else but the war? I can’t. And it is getting worse all the time and will get 
worse all the time as long as I live. 
Mann Calm down, Stefan. It is not your war. 
Zweig Yes, it is. It is exactly what it is. It is the world’s greatest illness, and if I am 
anything it is a world citizen, and therefore that illness tortures me to death. I can’t 
make it. 
Mann (to Walter)  He is all washed up. 
Zweig Call it what you will, Thomas. You are happy who aren’t too sensitive. 
Walter The dilemma of sensitivity is that it always must suffer. 
Mann (meaning, with a look at Stefan) What about oversensitivity then? 
Walter You can only protect yourself by enduring. 
Zweig No, Bruno, you can’t. You can’t protect yourself and least of all by 
enduring. Endurance offers no cure for the pain. 
 I am baginning to believe doctor Freud was right. 
Mann Doctor Freud? 
Walter What about? 
Zweig I have to execute my double. (Mann and Walter look at each other.) 
Walter (after a pause) Are you ill, Stefan? 
Zweig (calm)  No, I am quite well. I have never been so well. Hitler and national 
socialism and their Great Germany is the evil double of all Germans and germanism, 
which we must liberate ourselves from once and for all. I have to write him out of 
me. 
Walter (to Mann)  What does he mean? 
Mann I don’t know. It seems that he has made some decision, perhaps to write 
something against Hitler.  
Zweig Yes, gentlemen, unfortunately I will have to execute him. Then when it is 
done the moor has done his duty and may leave. 
Walter I think we may have witnessed some cultural history here. 
Mann If not world history. 
Walter What do you think about the war, Stefan? Will we survive? 
Zweig You will survive, but I will not survive my double and neither will 
Germany. Neither will America be able to avoid getting involved in the war. 
Therefore I must leave America. 
Walter Won’t you stay here with us? 
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Zweig No. America will become part of the war. I was born impartial. Therefore I 
must find myself a country that can’t be involved in the war. 
Mann That country does not exist. 
Zweig Yes, Thomas, there is always such a country. No war can extirpate the 
utopias. I will find my way to them. 
Walter Where are they? 
Zweig For the time being perhaps in Rio de Janeiro. 
 
 

Scene 4.  Night. 
 

(Stefan and Lotte Zweig in bed. Stefan lies tossing around in troubling nightmares. The bed 
is to the left in the middle of the stage. Finally he sits up, drags his hands across his face and 

stares in front of him at nothing. He is worn out and at the end of his tether.  
Then he catches sight of something to the right of the scene. He observes it carefully and gets 

slowly out of bed to walk towards it to meet it.  
From the opposite side Adolf Hitler comes to meet him. 

They walk towards each other like someone towards a mirror.  
Also Hitler is worn out and at the end of his tether. 

They look almost identical, but Zweig is older and nobler,  
while Hitler’s face is more vulgar and awkward.  

They stop just opposite each other. 
 

Zweig (after a pause)  Why do you persecute me? 
Hitler I am your destiny. 
Zweig I know. 
Hitler You have no chance against me. 
Zweig What are you doing here in Rio de Janeiro in the middle of the night in my 
house? Have you only come to torture me? 
Hitler Of course. What else? 
Zweig Why? What are you driving at? 
Hitler I only want to ask you not to let me down. 
Zweig Let you down? I? 
Hitler I also have a difficult time. We were beaten at Moscow this winter. 
Zweig Serves you right. 
Hitler Don’t say so. You are also German. 
Zweig No, I am an Austrian and Jew, just like you. 
Hitler You are more German than anyone else, and only I am almost as German 
as you. I am dependent on you and must ask you to continue sacrificing yourself for 
me. 
Zweig When did I sacrifice myself for you? What did I ever do for Nazism? On 
the contrary, I executed you and everything you stand for in my book "Die Welt von 
Gestern". 
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Hitler Even that book was a welcome addition to our German literature. No one 
has read you so often and eagerly as we national socialists except Mussolini. You 
admitted yourself in that book that the treatment of Germany after the first world 
war was outrageous and that national socialism was justified. 
Zweig Never that it was justified! 
Hitler Beware, Stefan! You are cutting off the branch you yourself are sitting on. 
You have to reconcile yourself with us. That is your only chance. All your other ways 
are closed. Go on living in peace, and you will see us prevailing and exterminating 
communism and make eternal peace throughout the world. 
Zweig And what about the Jews? 
Hitler What about the Jews? We hold nothing against the Jews. It is they who 
want to corrupt and undermine us by communism and crass American capitalism. 
We are Christians and for everyone who is not against us. 
Zweig I refuse to cooperate with any politician and most of all with you. 
Hitler You can’t refuse at length. We are winning the war, and soon even Brazil 
like Argentine will join our side.   

The world has no chance against us. The Japanese have taken Singapore, we 
will soon take Suez, thereby the ground pillars of the British Empire are fallen, and it 
is only a question of time how long Moscow will endure. You cannot escape us any 
more. Look for yourself. I am already even here in Brazil. 
Zweig Get out of there, damned phantom! Who are you really? 
Hitler The destiny of you and the world. The two of us brought Germany up 
together to its highest level in history, you in culture and I in politics. Isn’t it time for 
us to reconcile and unite and take each other’s hands? Goethe had nothing against 
Napoleon. 
Zweig I would also have nothing against you, if you didn’t persecute me and 
Jewry the way you do. 
Hitler You persecute Jewry equally hard yourself. You have always fought the 
Jew within you all your life and often denounced and denied it. You cannot bear 
with the Talmud for instance. 
Zweig No one has reconciled me with Jewry as much as you by your 
persecutions. 
Hitler In that case what I did was good. 
Zweig You alone started the second world war. That makes you the most evil 
man in the world. 
Hitler Stalin is worse. I never wanted war with England. I only wished to get at 
communism to preferably exterminate it. 
Zweig You only succeeded with exterminating your own German nationalism. 
Hitler But my effort to cure the disease of communism is heroic! 
Zweig But inhuman and vain. 
Hitler I have come to offer you a last chance. Either you reconcile yourself with 
us and tolerate us, or you and Jewry are finished. 
Zweig (to the sleeping Lotte in bed) Listen to him! He threatens! 
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Hitler I warn you. You will not get away from your and my war with each other. 
I can only prevail. I am infallible. 
Zweig No, you are not infallible, for you are a Jew. 
Hitler No one can prove it. 
Zweig You can never free yourself from the suspicion. You must always suspect 
it yourself. 
Hitler Don’t make me angry. Brazil could join the war any moment. Then you 
will no longer have any country to exscape to. And I can tell you that your host 
already considers not to allow you to rent this house any more after this month. 
Zweig Do you want to throw me out of my last home, my last refuge? 
Hitler The Brazilian press is against you for not wanting to write about the 
Brazilian flying pioneer ace. You are check mate. You will be spewed out of this new 
brave world just because you preferred the old one.  
Zweig That’s enough! I must execute you. You are going too far. 
Hitler (scornfully) And how will you execute me? I am on the other side of the earth! 
Zweig You will see. (turns his back on Hitler and goes back to the bed, while Hitler at 
the same time turns his back on him and goes out, like his reflected image.) 
 Lotte! Lotte! (wakes up his wife) 
Lotte (vakes up)  Alas, why do you wake me up? I had such terrible dreams. 
Zweig       We'll never get rid of them as long as we live. It is time for us to break it up. 
Lotte  Up? 
Zweig Yes. The moment has come. Are you willing to follow me? 
Lotte  What do you mean? 
Zweig I mean our duty to commit the most civilised action a man can take, that is 
suicide. 
Lotte  Is it time now? 
Zweig Yes. 
Lotte  You know that I have nothing else to live for than you. So I have also 
nothing else to die for. So I would gladly die for you with you. 
Zweig That's why you are my wife. I asked Friderike twice to die with me, but 
she had her daughters. I only have my books, which my countrymen aren't allowed 
to read any more. You have your ailing health, which torments you as much as the 
war torments me. We have nothing to live for any more. Let us die together. 
Lotte  A coition is a kind of death. A death together is a kind of coition. 
Zweig The most sacred of all coitions. 
Lotte  I will gladly follow you. 
Zweig Thank you, Lotte. 
Lotte  But what made you make up your mind? 
Zweig I dreamed of Hitler tonight. I know that everything I have written against 
him the last year is not enough. I have to do the utmost and die as a protest against 
him. It's the most extreme action of a representative of culture against the political 
arbitrariness that oppresses him. It's the greatest and most efficient rebellion: the 
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individual's revolt against the world. That's what suicide is. And it is the only thing 
left for me to do. 
Lotte  I understand you. 
Zweig Thank you, Lotte. Let's carefully make our preparations. I want to write 
some letters before I am ready. We will take it perfectly easy. The step from the 
world of yesterday to the day of tomorrow is difficult to take, especially as the 
threshold is made out of a world war making death unavoidable.  

(They lie down on their backs in each other's arms  
with thoughtful expressions in their faces. 

The scene fades out.) 
 
 

Act V,  Scene 1. 
 
Hitler Well, you damned imbecile, why do you look so terrified? What's on your 
mind? Speak! 
Himmler (stammers)  Almighty Fuhrer, Rudolph Hess… 
Hitler Yes, what about that scoundrel Hess? Out with it! Has he got the small 
pox? 
Himmler (stammering)  He has flown to England. 
Hitler To England? You are raving. Are you out of your mind? 
Himmler (shows a letter)  Read for yourself. He has given this explanation. 
Hitler (reads)  Almighty Führer, Although I love you like a dog his master since 
ancient times and adore you like a god and lately felt completely isolated from your 
presence, I have wished to show you the full extent of my love and worship in some 
way, and therefore on my own initiative have flown to England to arrange a separate 
peace between you and the English.  
 I know that you never wanted war with England, but on the contrary always 
wished to march with the British Empire in war against world communism.  
    Now I will arrange this for you. Your most faithful slave until death, Rudolf Hess." 
 And that madman has actually done it? 
Himmler Yes, mein Führer. 
Hitler And how have the British received him? 
Himmler They have isolated him and put him in a mental hospital.  
Hitler England, how could you be so blind and insane that you never took me 
seriously? Hess thought he could talk some reason into the English, but those 
madmen locked him up in a mental hospital. My faithful madman Hess has come 
home to the mental hospital. Well, that's that. What next? 
Himmler General Montgomery has broken through the German lines at El Alamein. 
Hitler Rommel will soon take back Egypt and Suez anyway. What else? 
Himmler British and American forces have landed in Morocco and Algeria and are 
occupying all of French north Africa. 
Hitler       It's only temporary. Rommel will beat the lice out of their furs. What else? 
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Himmler Three Russian armies have by a double front north and south of Stalingrad 
encircled 22 German divisions between Volga and Don. 
Hitler Take that again. 
Himmler The sixth army is closed in by Stalingrad. 
Hitler You are lying, you dog. 
Himmler That's what the report says.  
Hitler  Does the report say that you are lying? I knew it! The reports always tell 
the truth! 
Himmler No, the report says that the sixth army is encircled at Stalingrad! 
Hitler The report is lying! Who has written it? He must be shot at once! Where is 
the infernal villain? I will beat the liver out of his body!  
(has attacked Himmler and is hammering on him with his fists, frothing around his mouth.) 
Himmler Help! Help! 
Hitler You grotesque nitwit! Do you think I could tolerate such reports? Do you 
think I could be fooled by such mean lies? I am infallible! I am more infallible than 
the pope! Germans can never lose against Russians! Communism can never and 
must never win, as surely as I will hammer the teeth out of your mouth here and 
now! You fleabitten bastard dog! Who brings such false lies? 
Himmler Read for yourself! (shows the paper) 
Hitler You degenerate louse! I don't deign to read such nonsense!  

What more absurd news did you have? 
Himmler Stefan Zweig has committed suicide. 
Hitler Stefan Zweig? Who is that? 
Himmler An author. 
Hitler Oh yes, the one who wrote the book about Fouché. He was a good writer. 
Himmler He was a Jew. 
Hitler Yes, and towards the end he also wrote against me in German! Against me 
in German! One Jew less! Thank goodness for that! He was the most dangerous of all 
my Jewish enemies! He was at the head of the world Jewish conspiracy against me 
and Germany! He and Einstein! And that subhuman has committed suicide? He gave 
up on me! He couldn't resist me anymore! I've defeated him! I have defeated world 
Jewry! Now we will take a hard line against the rest of the damned pack! The last 
civilized man is dead!  
 Long live the Nazi victory! We will defeat the world order's archenemy number 
one Judaism, even if we do not defeat any other enemies!  
 It is time for the implementation of the final solution of the Jewish question!      
Complete all the concentration camps! Put the gas chambers in order! Eradicate them 
systematically! Not a single Jewish parasite shall escape! Wall them up in the 
Warsaw Ghetto and methodically slaughter them bundle by bundle! Now it is time 
for the creation of my life, the National Socialist Workers' Party, to show its real face 
and carry out my holiest mission in the world! Now that Germany is at the height of 
her world-historical development, she will use her power to carry out the most 
civilized act that has ever occurred in history, namely, the total annihilation of the 
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Jewish race! No Jew will survive me! When they are all exterminated, no one will be 
able to say that there has ever been a Jew, and thus no one will be able to say that 
there has ever been any extermination of the people! The Jews never existed! They 
are just a lie, and we Nazis were the ones who heroically fixed it! 
 The Jewish defilement of humanity will be my eternal world fame to have put 
an end to once and for all! If we succeed in exterminating the Jews, communism and 
capitalism will fall by themselves, leaving only the pure white, blond, beautiful, 
perfect, Aryan, German-speaking race, whose scientific order and world domination 
will then be unshakable forever! 
 I am the new Christ, and my mission is holier than his was. 
 Am I not right, Himmler?  
Himmler Of course, my allpowerful Fuhrer. But he was a Jew. 
Hitler I too am a Jew, and I too will destroy Judaism, just as he did by sacrificing 
himself. But my sacrifice will be greater. I will sacrifice all of Germany for my 
eternally infallible cause. My crucifixion will be the crucifixion of Germany before 
the whole world, to the eternal disgrace of Judaism, and thus the new religion will 
have conquered the whole world through me—the religionless religion without faith, 
without hope, and without love, and completely reduced to mere naked scientific 
truth without mystical speculations.  
    We are going to execute and wipe out all other religions, and Judaism will be only 
the first in line! Right, Himmler? 
Himmler Whatever you say, herr Reichsführer, is indisputable and unassailable in 
supreme infallibility. 
Hitler Exactly! Set the mass industry of the concentration camps going, Himmler!  
Himmler Yes, mein Führer! (leaves) 
Hitler Stefan Zweig is dead, Judaism is dead, and soon all religions will be dead, 
while only German National Socialism will be left with unrestricted world 
domination. All religions are only for the dead. Let the dead bury their dead. But 
some are to live, and blessed are they, for they shall possess the world, and we are 
the ones, for only we are intelligent enough to understand that the only sure way to 
survive is to kill all others… 
 
 

Scene 2.  After the war. 
 
Mann He committed his suicide right at the height of Hitler's power when 
Singapore had fallen to the Japanese and the British Empire trembled most seriously 
before that blow to its deepest roots. After his death, Hitler's first setbacks occurred, 
the most definitive of which was the successful uprising of the Warsaw Ghetto. Then 
came the first bombings of Cologne and other German cities. If he had been able to 
live for just a few more months, he would have seen the war turn. 
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Einstein At about the time of his death, the Wannsee Conference also brought 
about the final solution of the Jewish question, which definitely ushered in the most 
horrible and universal crime known to history. He didn't have to experience that. 
Mann What I wonder is whether in his heart he was a German or an 
Englishman? 
Walter He was a European. 
Mann Yes, but an Austrian. Richard Friedenthal believes that he died of 
homesickness for Austria. Although he never became a British citizen, he 
nevertheless stood unequivocally on England's side against Hitler from the very 
beginning of the war. And no intelligence he ever took harder, than that of the fall of 
Singapore. 
Walter He was a European. His heart bled to death with Europe. 
Mann Also Hitler was a European. He was more Austrian than German and 
used his germanism really only for his own personal purposes. 
Walter What do you wish to say by that? 
Mann That Zweig as little as Hitler can be completely explained just by being 
defined as a European. 
Einstein We know who Zweig was, but who was Hitler actually? 
Walter Freud suggested that Hitler was Zweig’s contrary, evil genius and double. 
Mann Hitler was the destiny of Zweig and and all germanism and Europe. 
Einstein The most inexplicable and irrational thing about Hitler is his tremendous 
driving force, which consistently throughout his life was the hatred of the Jews. 
Where did he get it from? 
Walter He was mad. 
Mann No, it wasn’t that simple, Jung would have objected. 
Walter He was ill. 
Einstein Never before 1942. Only after Zweig's death and the first setbacks did 
Hitler develop his spasms, his total unruliness, and his addiction to drugs, which 
rubbed off on all those around him. From 1943, all leading Nazis are drug addicts, 
but before that, everyone, and Hitler in particular, was in good health. Only 
gradually in 1942 does Hitler transform into the grey-pale, slurring and staggering, 
inaccessible ghost with the glassy gaze that then only degenerates both mentally and 
physically as long as it lasts. But the hatred of Jews never left him. 
Mann Do you have a theory of your own? 
Einstein Hitler was, as you all rightly claim, the fate of Zweig and all germanism 
and the whole of Europe. He was nothing else. He himself was blind to his own fate 
and that of Europe, and his whole life is a hopeless struggle to come to terms with it. 
He hates himself from the start and is by nature self-destructive. Then in 1918 he 
finds this strange idea to take hold of, that everything is the fault of the Jews. And 
this one idea is the only driving force throughout his dynamic career from nothing to 
a world terror. What, then, is the strength of this idea? Well, this idea is nothing but a 
mask, a disguise, and a disguise for something else. This idea is the formula by 
which he expresses the ultimate principle of his life. But this formula is only a 
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formula. He never understood the reality behind the formula himself, and therefore 
it was his downfall. 
Mann What is your point? 
Einstein Hitler did not know himself what he was doing, what he wanted or what 
he was meant to do. He acted only in accordance with his super-feelings and his 
hyper-intuition, and this materialized through his intransigence towards the Jews. 
But unconsciously, it was a force other than the Jewish one that he was trying to deal 
with. He wrestled throughout his life with an infinite difficulty, which was his own 
fate, which drove him out of his mind, and in his persecution of the Jews he tried to 
get at this fate. But the one he actually tried to point his finger at and wrestle with all 
his life was God, who ruled him. 
Mann Explain yourself. 
Einstein He hated his own fate because he knew it to be so destructive. But behind 
this fate was God. He could not beat God: so he beat those who were closest to God, 
namely the Jews. But precisely in scourging the Jews, he carried out his own tragic 
fate that God had intended for him, and he became that terrible dictator. But he 
didn't stop fighting his fate. He fought it more fiercely every year and attacked the 
Jews harder every year in his desperate attempt to come to terms with God and 
remedy his own destructive fate. But it was precisely through this insane persecution 
of the Jews, which led him to fumble away the war and lose it, that he carried out his 
and Europe's terrible fate, for which God had intended him. He does not want what 
God wants, and tries to fight against it, and in this futile struggle, he accomplishes 
precisely what God wants and he himself does not want, until he perishes in his own 
and the incomprehensible tragedy of himself and of Germany and of the whole of 
Europe. And as the victor stands fate and God in its inscrutability. 
Walter You mean that Hitler was an instrument of God. But what good could 
God have wanted to accomplish by such an instrument, such a scourge, such a fate, 
such monumental destruction? Could he really have wanted the entire European 
ruin that Hitler caused alone? 
Einstein We can never understand God or fate or destiny or whatever that force 
could be called. Perhaps the meaning was the restitution of Israel that now is 
occurring, perhaps the meaning was the triumph of communism by Stalin, but as 
little as anyone could believe that, I couldn’t either. 
Mann Stalin and Russia are now a greater problem to the world than Hitler and 
Germany were. It was this very Stalin and this Russia that Hitler wanted to stop at 
any price and which neither England, America or Europe had any interest in either, 
and least of all eastern Europe. 
Einstein As I said, we cannot understand God's purposes. We can only behold His 
work and be amazed. Hitler was one of his formulas, and it led to the destruction of 
Europe and perhaps eight million Jews. My theory of relativity is another of his 
formulas, and it eventually led to the atomic bomb. The eternally terrible Lord, 
whoever or whatever he is, has demonstrated his power. We can only observe it, be 
filled with fear over it, and resign. 
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Walter And what about Stefan Zweig? 
Einstein He saw the terrible results of the formulas before they became reality. He 
chose to die rather than experience it. Hardly any more civilized motive no man has 
had the opportunity to perform as a more civilized act at just the right moment. His 
protest against God and fate was stronger in that single moment of the end of his life 
than Hitler's was throughout his life. 
Mann Was Hitler Stefan Zweig’s double? 
Einstein Hitler was the whole world’s evil double, and Zweig was the only one 
who was observant enough to deal with him as such. 
Walter The mystery of the plot is thickening. 
Einstein Like all true mysteries. It’s the timeless historical phenomena that make 
man immortal. By his mystic connection with Hitler, Stefan Zweig has turned both 
himself and Hitler into one of the eternal enigmas. 
Mann We can only resign in view of eternity. 
Einstein      Yes, all people are small in view of it, except those who try to deal with it. 
They get stuck on the starry sky of eternity and become one with the eternal stars 
which in an undecipherable writing published their destinies without our being able 
to understand them.  
 

 
 

The End. 
 

 
 
 

(Autumn 1985,  
translated in September 2024.) 


